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The Pakistani won the ITF Masters singles 
crown in Mumbai. 
(Review, page 56) 
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The Goa episode 


N acountry where the dividing line between 
the real and the fake is becoming non-exis- 
tent, the drama related to the sale of tickets for 
the crucial one-day match between India and 
Australia at Goa is decidedly getting curiouser 
and curiouser. The off-the-field activities, involv- 
ing officials of the Goa Cricket Association, 
notably the treasurer, Ramnathshankar Das, 
seem to be far more nerve-wracking than what 
really occurred on the field as the culmination 
to one of the finest series played in recent years. 
Cataloguing the woes of the genuine spec- 
tators and the media on that eventful day is 
redundant. The usual rigmarole of raids, arrests 
and investigation has been initiated. with the 
assurance that the guilty will be punished. 

To dismiss the episode as being nothing new, 
with corrupt and perverted persons all-perva- 
sive in our sports administration. is to take a 
fatalistic view. Aiding and abetting in the print- 
ing of fake tickets and cheating genuine, innocent 
enthusiasts, is a crime as shameful as betting 
and match-fixing. While there is as yet very lit- 
tle substantive evidence against players 
influencing the result of matches, far too many 
pointers are reported to be available to investi- 
galing agencies in the fake ticket sales to proceed 
in accordance with the law. The fraternity of 
sports lovers believes that this will be executed 
without fear or favour. 

Spectators in Goa are not the only ones to 
fall prey to this kind of chicanery. Similar 
instances have been reported from other cen- 
tres too, including the capital some years ago 
when genuine ticket holders were chased away 
by mounted policemen. But the problem seems 
to be alarming in minor centres as Margao 
showed last fortnight. It is time the authorities 
directed their energies in rooting out the evil 
than throwing their hands up in despair. 

Pitiable is the fact that the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) is just atoothless tiger. 
Aside from allotting the venue, that is invari- 
ably seen as a quid pro quo linked to voting. the 
BCCI has little say in anything related to the 
conduct, apart from a set of archaic guidelines. 
That even the quota for the BCCI was denied in 
Goa, with the tickets allegedly finding their way 
into the black market. underscores the extent 
of the malaise ingrained in the system. 

A rough estimate puts the profiteering out 
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of the fake sale at around Rs. 90 lakhs. But 
immeasurable is the hurt caused to the bonafide 
ticket holders. who were understandably dis- 
mayed by the attitude of the officials and the 
guardians of law. Interestingly. the reaction of 
the BCCI to the dramatic developments was luke- 
warm. bordering on indifference. 

The larger question that requires to be 
addressed by the BCCI in the context of the Goa 
episode is a mandatory review of the guidelines 
governing the allotment of matches. The BCCI 
must not only empower itself to debarring cen- 
tres that flout its stipulations, but also enforce 
that power with authority. Spreading the sport 
to every nook and corner does not mean that 
crucial international matches should be deval- 
ued by staging them in places without even basic 
facilities. It is often seen that a large number of 
venues hardly conform to the standard required. 
The players, notably from the visiting teams, 
are palpably uneasy at such centres, which 
cannot even guarantee security in an emergency. 

Instead of dismissing the inadequacies and 
pure cheating of spectators by unscrupulous 
officials as mere aberrations, the BCCI must 
earnestly work towards eradicating the evils. 
even if it means suspending a member associ- 
ation from taking part in any of its activities 
for a stipulated period. If such a step could be 
taken against two former captains, why not 
against the erring member units? 

The worst was the treatment to the media, 
not only in Goa but in some established centres 
as well. Even the basic facilities were not in place. 
The member associations showed no qualms in 
de-recognising the accreditations granted by the 
Board and framing their own rules and regu- 
lations causing a lot of heartburning and 
confusion. Such an unhelpful attitude created 
chaotic situations on the eve of matches and 
left a bitter taste in the mouth. The foreign media 
was not one bit amused by the attitude of the 
officials dealing with this important portfolio. 

Everything therefore points to the reluctance 
of the BCCI to exercising its authority as the 
apex body. Undeniably, the member units have 
to be humoured. but that does not mean the 
BCCI should subject itself to humiliation. The 
fake ticket episode in Goa is an eye-opener. The 
BCCI should learn its lessons and act, if it is not 
to be reduced to a state of irrelevance. 


COVER STORY/V. V. S. LAXMAN & MATTHEW HAYDEN 


The India-Australia series will be remembered for the resurgence of Laxman and Hayden. A 
hurning desire to dominate has placed them on the same platform, writes VIJAY LOKAPALLY. 


F he had not been a cricketer, V. 
V. S. Laxman would have become 
a doctor. Such is his temperament. 

If he had not been a cricketer, 
Matthew Hayden might still have 
succeeded at any sport. Such is his 
natural ability. 

Well. the India-Australia series 
was dominated by these two men 
who have so much in common. Not 
long ago, both found themselves 
on the sidelines, waiting for the right 
opportunity to show their batting 
skills. And when they clicked, the 
world appreciated. 

Laxman’s tally in the Tests was 
503 runs with 281 as highest and 
Hayden aggregated 549 with 203 
as highest. Both batted six times in 
the series and both dominated the 
bowling right through to emerge 
as the batting spearheads of their 
teams. It was hardly surprising that 
both earned places in the one-day 
series on the strength of their show- 
ing in the Test matches and it was 
hardly surprising that both topped 
the list again. Laxman’s 291 with 
a century, and Hayden's 303, also 
with one century, were batting treats 
of a rare kind. 

What was it that kept them off 
the circuit? Abundance of talent in 
the national pool was one reason 
even if one would not be inclined 
to attribute this reason for Laxman 
missing out off and on during the 
last five years. Hayden had to com- 
pete in a system which lays more 
emphasis on quality and form and 
for some time he was a forgotten 
man in Australian cricket despite 


It was bouquet-time for V. V. S. 
Laxman In Hyderabad on his return 
home after a successful series 
against Australia. 


the runs he scored in the domestic 
circuit. 

The series in India will be 
remembered for the resurgence of 
Laxman and Hayden. They are bats- 
men of contrasting natures, but a 
burning desire to dominate has 
placed them on the same platform. 
A platform where others struggled 
to find a place. Even the likes of 
Sachin Tendulkar stood at a dis- 
tance and admired the progress 
made by Laxman. 

Laxman was responsible for 
India making Australia struggle in 
the last two Tests. Hayden, on the 
other hand, took upon the entire 
responsibility in the absence of any 


decent contributions from Ricky 
Ponting and the _ inconsistent 
Michael Slater and Justin Langer. 
Both Laxman and Hayden shared 
the limelight and both grew in 
stature as the series progressed. 
The genial Laxman might well 
have ended up a forgotten man of 
Indian cricket had he not concen- 
trated on excelling in domestic 
cricket. It was tough on Laxman to 
keep proving his credentials sea- 
son after season, but he did not 
give up. “I was taught early in my 
life that one had to struggle to 
achieve one’s goals and I was men- 
tally very prepared. There were a 
few frustrating phases, but then I 


Hard work, the bedrock 


MOHD. YOUSUF 


of their success 


enjoyed my stints in domestic crick- 
et and I’m glad my effort contributed 
towards the team’s victory,’ said 
Laxman with typical modesty. 

In crafting one of the all-time 
sreat innings, as Steve Waugh also 
acknowledged, Laxman took a giant 
stride in his attempt to show the 
world his batting potential. At the 
start of the series, he was unsure 
of his place and the only desire was 
to cement a place for himself. That 
he did it in such grand style speaks 
for the man’s amazing tempera- 
ment. 

How many batsmen would have 
treated Shane Warne the way 
Laxman did? It was a treat to watch 
him decimate the leg-spin wizard 
in quite a calculated manner. “No 
particular strategy really,” remarked 
Laxman on his approach when deal- 
ing with Warne. Being a natural 
strokeplayer, Laxman clearly had 
focussed on doing what came to him 

.est. He was not going to curb his 
shots and it was a good tactic since 
the onus shifted to Warne once 
Laxman began treating him like any 
other bowler in domestic cricket. 

There was one particular over 
which signified Laxman’s conquest 
of Warne in a telling manner. An 
inside-out cover drive. quite a majes- 
tic stroke. saw Laxman warming 
up to the task. Warne, ever the crafty 
hunter. might have sensed his 
chance when he returned for the 
next over. But he came to grief. 

Warne flighted the ball and 
Laxman walked into the stroke with 
a pleasing on-drive. It was effort- 
less. Warne stood with his arms 
crossed. The fight was truly on. He 
controlled the flight of the next ball, 
luring Laxman out. Laxman accept- 
ed the challenge, and launched into 
another brilliant on-drive. 
Thoroughly disgusted Warne end- 
ed the over with a bouncer, which 
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one-day internationals. 


Laxman pulled promptly. The bats- 
man's dominance of the great 
leg-spinner was complete. It had 
been so different just a few hours 
earlier. 

“Keep your pads on.” This one 
sentence from coach John Wright 
transformed the career of Laxman 
as he returned to the dressing room 
at Kolkata at the end of India’s first 
innings. It was good thinking since 
Laxman had shown better form 
than Rahul Dravid to bat at num- 
ber three and his game was better 


Matthew Hayden thoroughly deserved the Man of the Series award after the 
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suited to take on the cocky 
Australians. It was important that 
the batsmen did not allow the 
bowlers to dominate and in the opin- 
ion of Wright and Sourav Ganguly 
there was none more gifted than 
Laxman to accomplish the task. 

It was a dream innings. The kind 
one would have expected from the 
likes of Sunil Gavaskar and 
Mohinder Amarnath. Not just 
endurance, it was a test for the 
man’s mental approach. Laxman 
had to bat on and on and in the 
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company of Dravid. he did just that. 
For an entire day. Australia failed 
to get a wicket and the seeds of a 
revolution were sown on that event- 
ful fourth day. That Laxman went 
on to become India’s highest indi- 
vidual] scorer in Test cricket was a 
confirmation of the man’s awesome 
talents. He gol an opportunity and 
he grabbed it with both hands. A 
disappointed Eden Gardens had 
waited as India followed on. But 
Laxman changed the face of Indian 
cricket with that epic knock. 

It had been a hard grind for 
Laxman really. Going on tours hard- 
ly helped him since a place in the 
eleven remained elusive. And when 
he did get a chance, they pushed 
him in as an opener, which he nev- 
er liked, but never contested too. “I 
wanted to play.” was his explana- 
tion even as his best innings before 
the Kolkata epic came at Sydney — 
a blazing knock which gave a 
glimpse of his batting qualities. 

And then Laxman took a brave 
decision last season by informing 
the authorities that he need not be 
considered as an opener at all. “I 
will not open now, he had 
remarked. It was a most sensible 
decision as it turned out, it was in 
the interest of Indian cricket that 
Laxman decided not to open at all. 
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Laxman’s tremendous assault on Shane Warne was one of the key points of 
the series. Facing page: Hayden played Indian spin with ease right through. 


even if it meant carrying drinks 
most of the time. 

When Laxman met Gavaskar 
during a dinner at Chennai before 
the third Test. he was moved by the 
maestros comment. “I am proud 
of you,” the little master said. This 
one sentence was more than an 
Oscar for Laxman, who had grown 
up admiring Gavaskar's feats. 

The transition for Laxman was 
rapid. From a non-entity. he was 
now the man in focus, carrying 
the team on his shoulders. And his 
response to the success and fame 
was quite modest. “I am enjoying 
it. 1m happy that people are expect- 
ing me to perform. I always wanted 
such responsibility to rest on me 
because it keeps you focussed and 
brings the best out of you. I’ll try 
to live up to the expectations of the 
people. he said. His aim from now 
will only be to “do well in cricket.” 

Hayden's resolve. too was to 
make it big after almost losing out 
on the opportunities. Considered 
good only for Test cricket, the burly 
left-hander from Queensland was 
ignored for limited overs cricket. It 
was tough on Hayden. who had 
been hailed as a great talent not 


too long ago. 

A hard-hitting batsman. Hayden 
was never allowed to settle down 
and the advent of other talented 
players meant that he had to wait 
once he went out of the reckoning. 
“It was tough,” as he remarked dur- 
ing the recent series which 
established him as a batsman with 
a future in Australian cricket. 

Hayden had come prepared to 
India. Long sessions in dealing with 
spin had helped him gear up men- 
tally and he had the physical 
strength to build on his form. His 
handling of the Indian spinners was 
exemplary and spoke of the man's 
determination to succeed in condi- 
tions not really hostile, but certainly 
not friendly. 

There was a pattern that Hayden 
followed, treating the ball on mer- 
it initially, and then upsetting the 
rhythm of the bowler with some 
pre-determined strokeplay. His awe- 
some strength assisted him to 
achieve his goal and his reverse- 
sweep was a Challenge the Indian 
bowlers found difficult to confront. 

His adventurous streak was 
Hayden's biggest asset when it came 
to dealing with the spinners. There 


was need to take chances and he 
did with some unconventional shots. 
And when he hit. he hit the ball 
hard enough to leave the fielders 
without a chance. 

It was this adventurous streak 
which landed Hayden in trouble 
during a fishing trip during 
Christmas in 1999. Out at sea, the 
boat capsized and Hayden. with 
Andrew Symonds for company, 
swam a long way to reach the safe- 
ty of the shore. Indeed. not the best 
way to celebrate Christmas, but a 
day later they were belting the 
bowlers on a cricket field to prove 
their remarkable endurance. India 
was on tour then and Hayden was 
nowhere in the reckoning. 

Not good against the spinners 
early in his career, Hayden worked 
hard on his game to emerge 
Australia’s best player of spin dur- 
ing the recent series. Some robust 
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Strokeplay kept him in good stead 
and his long stride gave him the 
freedom of positive. frontfoot play 
on turners. His batting, aggressive 
all the way, was the saving grace 
for Australia. 

It was Hayden's consistency that 
kept Australia in with a chance. 
He had a role to play in the victo- 
ry at Mumbai and did his bit at 
Chennai with a grand innings. But 
it was not enough to see the team 
through. His brilliant form had failed 
to save the team from two Test 
defeats and it remained a sore point 
for this gifted strokeplayer. 

A big supporter of the rotation 
policy, Hayden sat out a match in 
the limited-over series and was gra- 
cious enough to admit he needed 
some “rest,” but it reflected poorly 
on Australia's thinking to keep the 
man in form out. Well, for Hayden, 
the greatest achievement from the 
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Test series would have been win- 
ning back a place in the one-day 
squad. One cannot accept any argu- 
ment for keeping a natural 
strokemaker like Hayden out of the 
limited overs circuit. He proved plen- 
ty of Aussie experts wrong with a 
wide range of attacking shots and 
a temperament which placed him 
among the most reliable batsmen 
in Australian cricket. 

A striking similarity between 
Laxman and Hayden is their humil- 
ity. Neither is known to be brash to 
fans and have a common desire to 
concentrate hard on building the 
innings, without having to sacri- 
fice their natural instinct to attack. 
Their success, in this series, shall 
remain a great source of inspira- 
tion for a young generation which 
can learn a lot from the career graph 
of these two wonderful strokeplay- 
ers. # 
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ICRICKET/INDIAN VIEWPOINT 


Cricket was the winner all the way 


1HE hype was unprecedented. 
tI Even before they left their 
shores, the Australians invited the 
attention of the cricketing frater- 
nity towards the series against 
India. The competition was pro- 
jected as the mother of all battles, 
for it was going to give the 
Kangaroos the boost to leap high- 
er — provided they beat India in 
India. 

The Australians failed in their 
mission and it was an experience 
which skipper Steve Waugh would 
find hard to forget. He had all along 
spoken of his desire to beat India 
in India and the series showed that 
the Australians were not really 
ready to achieve their goals. 

The fare the series produced was 
rich. In every aspect of the game, 
India and Australia were engaged 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 


in quality contests. The Australians 
strove hard to maintain their win- 
ning streak and the Indians, under 
a captain trying to make his own 
mark, came off equally determined 
to stop the opposition. 

Against this background, the 
cricket that one witnessed captured 
the imagination of the people — 
those who understand the intrica- 
cies of the game and those who fall 
in the category of laymen. For both 
there was entertainment galore as 
Test cricket came alive in three 
matches of intense combat. 

The script for the series could 
not have been better. A win for 
Australia in the first Test and an 
astounding turnaround in the sec- 
ond for India to level the series in 
Kolkata and then some sensation- 
al bowling by a young off-spinner 


to clinch the issue in Chennai. There 
was positive cricket. fascinating at 
most times, and a fair result. given 
the strength of the teams in the 
circumstances. 

There was this apprehension 
regarding Australia’s ability to tack- 
le spin; the Indians had their own 
dilemma, of whom to pick in order 
to spin a web around the ‘invinci- 
ble’ Aussies. The National selectors 
went on an unmatched hunt for 
match-winning spinners. The 
Indian response to the Australian 
challenge was unprofessional 
indeed. 

When the names for the condi- 
tioning camp were announced there 
was a Clear tinge of desperation in 
the thinking of the selectors as they 
picked Narendra Hirwani and 
Venkatapathy Raju, offering them 


it was a young team that India had, and the transition period was successfully navigated by Sourav Ganguly (centre), 
who drew his strength from the inspiring presence of 


coach John Wright (left). Vice-captain Rahul Dravid is also seen. 


V.V. KRISHNAN 


incredible hope of a comeback. 
Nothing wrong as long as the 
bowlers delivered. In this case they 
did not. Raju looked a pale shadow 
of his old self and Hirwani was 
found unfit to last the rigours of a 
hard, five-day grind. 

There was little hint of the 
superb cricket that was in store 
when the captains walked out for 
the toss in Mumbai. Little did we 
know that the same men would hate 
the sight of each other by the time 
the caravan reached Goa for the 
final one-day international. 

The Australian media’s bash- 
ing of Sourav Ganguly was the 
talking point of the series. It was 
widely known that Steve Waugh 
and kis men had targetted the 
Indian captain with the aim of 
putting him down on the psycho- 
logical front. Well, whatever it 
meant, the so-called mind game 
made no impact on a man who had 
announced before the series that his 
side was capable of beating the 
Australians. And he proved right 
at the end of the Test competition 
which created much bad blood 


between the two camps. 

The Australians overdid their bit 
and then looked stunned when the 
Indians dealt with them in a man- 
ner alien to them. Imagine an Aussie 
being sledged left and right on the 
field and that is what Ganguly and 
his men had in store for the visi- 
tors. Even acomposed character like 
Sachin Tendulkar did not stop from 
letting opponents like Steve Waugh 
and Glenn McGrath know what he 
thought of them. 

This was a new facet of the 
Indian side. This aggression was 
what really propelled the team into 
becoming a well-knit, match-win- 
ning unit and swept the Australians 
off their feet. It was a young team 
that India had and the transition 
period was successfully navigated 
by Ganguly, who drew his strength 
from the inspiring presence of John 
Wright. 

Reflecting on the gripping crick- 
et, there were two crucial factors 
that dictated the course of the series 
— the success of Harbhajan Singh 
and the failure of Shane Warne. It 
was going to be a battle of spin- 


ners, directed by the two captains, 
and Ganguly managed to play his 
role better. 

Of course the most significant 
development of the series was the 
batsmanship of V. V. S. Laxman. It 
was his grand innings in Kolkata 
that changed the face of Indian 
cricket and infused the fighting spir- 
it in the ranks where the seasoned 
Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid 
did not mind playing the secondary 
roles for a change. 

What was it that Australia 
lacked? It was far too confident. even 
conceding its status as a combina- 
tion which revels in tough 
situations. Going by its composi- 
tion, it sorely missed a second 
spinner, the kind who could back 
Warne with tight bowling from the 
other end. 

Not that the Indians had estab- 
lished match-winners. In the 
absence of Anil Kumble in all the 
matches, and Javagal Srinath and 
Ajit Agarkar in the last two, the 
Indian attack wore such an unpre- 
dictable look. The presence of Zaheer 
Khan did not alter the image of the 


V. V. S. Laxman’s blazing willow laid the Australians low. The Hyderabadi stylist crafted an all-time great innings 


at the Eden Gardens. 
V. V. KRISHNAN 
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Off-spinner Harbhajan Singh bowled brilliantly in the Test series, finishing 
with an incredible haul of 32 wickets in three matches. 


bowling and the recall of Venkatesh 
Prasad was an ill-advised move, for 
this Karnataka seamer can serve 
only on pitches which seam and 
generally help the bowlers. 

The pitches, in general. had 
enough juice for bowlers of all vari- 
eties. Ganguly was unhappy with 
the track prepared in Mumbai and 
made his displeasure known in 
Kolkata too. “We have been given 
this pitch and we will play on it,” 
was his terse remark. His anger 
was understandable because the 
team as a whole preferred to test 
the Australians on pitches which 
offered turn and bite to the slow 
men. 

The pitches were not the only 
vexing issue for Ganguly. His run- 
ning battle with Steve Waugh and 
the campaign by the Australian 
media. which painted the Indian 
captain as a spoilt brat. only added 
to his dipping form with the bat. 
As the series progressed, the war 
between Ganguly and every Aussie 
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became intense and reached a point 
where cricket took the back seat. 

Nothing that Ganguly did 
pleased the Australians and it 
reached a point where Ganguly sim- 
ply stopped bothering about the 
opposition. In a candid observa- 
tion on the subject of sledging, he 
said. “when they do it it is called 
gamesmanship, but when we do it 
it becomes bad behaviour.” He was 
right, because match referee 
Cammie Smith appeared to have 
had a soft corner for the visiting 
team. 

In sparing Michael Slater for 
picking up an argument with on- 
field umpire S. Venkataraghavan 
over the legality of a catch. the 
match referee showed very poor 
judgment. Slater got away scot free, 
and encouraged by the decision of 
Smith went ahead and spoke his 
mind out in a radio interview. This 
time Smith slapped a suspended sus- 
pension sentence. 

The Australians had not learnt 
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their lessons from the defeats in 
1998. Under Mark Taylor, the team 
had not played to its potential and 
lost 2-1. Steve Waugh had some bit- 
ter memories of that series and was 
expected to plug the loopholes this 
time, but his most dangerous 
weapon, Warne, failed miserably. 
And that meant half the battle was 
won for India. 

India had more worries than 
Australia in coming up with a win- 
ning combination. but then it ended 
up the winner despite the fact that 
the composition of the side kept 
changing from match to match. The 
attack revolved around just one 
man, Harbhajan. even though the 
Indian team management tried a 
variety of spinners in Rahul 
Sanghvi, Raju, Nilesh Kulkarni and 
Sairaj) Bahutule. But it was 
Harbhajan alone who made the dif- 
ference. 

The phenomenal success of 
Harbhajan and Laxman provided 
the oxygen to a team which was 
gasping for breath without Srinath, 
Kumble and Agarkar. A tally of 32 
wickets by Harbhajan reflected on 
the Australian vulnerability against 
spin. Well. it was simply incredible 
stuff since the off-spinner was close 
to breaking down psychologically 
because of the ill-treatment at the 
hands of the National selectors. 

The next best bowlers were 
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Tendulkar and Zaheer Khan. Their 
tally was three wickets each. This 
huge gap between Harbhajan and 
the rest was an astonishing mar- 
gin. Two hauls of 10-plus wickets 
in a match placed Harbhajan in an 
elite category and as acknowledged 
by the critics, it was his tremen- 
dous bowling and Laxman’'s blazing 
willow that laid the Aussies low. 

_Laxman’s greatest contribution 
was his handling of Warne. The leg- 
Spinner was reduced to naught 
when the Hyderabadi gave him no 
chance to settle down while craft- 
ing that all-time great innings at 
the Eden Gardens. Laxman only con- 
firmed his potential. It was an 
innings which also inspired Dravid 
to come up with a gem of a knock 
and India just grew from strength 
to strength. 

“Just one wicket made all the 
difference,” Steve Waugh was to 
lament later. As India followed-on 
in Kolkata and at the end of the 
‘third day looked in danger of los- 
ing by an innings, the Australian 
dream of winning a Test series in 
India in 31 years looked a very 
bright possibility. The fourth day. 
however, shut the door on the 
Australian dream and gave Indian 
cricket the elixir it had longed for. 

The Indians did not lose a wick- 


et as Laxman and Dravid carved 
that remarkable comeback and 
Harbhajan gave it the most aesthetic 
finishing touch by pulling off a sen- 
sational victory in five sessions on 
the last day. Even at tea, with sev- 
en wickets in hand, Australia's 
unbeaten run did not appear under 
threat but the team collapsed on a 
spinner-friendly track. 

Steve Waugh and his men were 
left stunned. They could not have 
complained on any front, not even 
umpiring, since they had been beat- 
en fair and square. With its pride 


dented, Australia suffered another 


defeat in Chennai where Tendulkar’s 
century was the motivation for 
Harbhajan to once again weave his 
web and snare the opposition. 
The Indian victory was built on 
a collective effort where openers S. 
Ramesh and Shiv Sundar Das laid 
the base and the batting was not 
dependant on one man. Ganguly 
may have failed with the bat but 
he contributed immensely by whip- 
ping the lads into a combination 
which strongly believed in itself. 
The close-in catching of the 
Indians was a feature of the two 
Test wins with Das, Ramesh. Dravid 
and Laxman coming up with bril- 
liant efforts. “The support of the 
close-in catchers motivated me, real- 


Glenn McGrath (right) and Jason Gillespie bowled their hearts out, but the 
Indian batsmen stood up to them. 


ly,” Harbhajan, who took a hat-trick 
during the series, confessed. To 
Ganguly's credit. he was the man 
who had backed Harbhajan all the 
way and he was understandably the 
proudest man that day in Chennai 
when the Indians took a victory lap. 
having tamed the ‘invincible’ 
Aussies, who lost Tests in succes- 
sion after having won 16 in a row. 

The Australian batsmen could 
not cope with the pressure of bat- 
ting on slow tracks. Slater. Ricky 
Ponting, Justin Langer. Steve Waugh 
(barring a century knock), Mark 
Waugh, Adam Gilchrist (barring a 
century knock) made little impact, 
and much of the batting revolved 
around Matthew Hayden. who sim- 
ply feasted on the Indian bowlers. 
His century and double century were 
classy efforts. But for him the 
Australians would have appeared out 
of place in the Test series. His tally 
of 549 runs in six innings was way 
ahead of the man next in the list — 
Steve Waugh with 243 runs. 

McGrath and Jason Gillespie 
bowled their hearts out. but the 
Indian batsmen stood up to them. 
McGrath's tally of 17 wickets and 
Gillespie’s 13 did not justify their 
effort even as Warne finished with 
a disappointing 10 wickets to his 
credit. A combination of poor spin- 
ners and a brittle middle-order 
pushed Australia into acorner from 
where Steve Waugh could not script 
a comeback. 

The one-day series brought 
smiles back to the Australian faces 
and the 3-2 win was in keeping with 
its world champion status. Michael 
Bevan shaped the win in the last 
match in Goa as the Australians 
left with mixed feelings. For the 
cricket lovers. however. the acri- 
mony on the field and the poor 
relations between the teams left a 
sour taste on a series which pro- 
duced wonderful cricket all the way. 

The surging crowds at every 
venue, with passionate support 
from the stands. that kept the 
Indians going. will remain a pleas- 
ant memory. Cricket. indeed. had 
emerged the winner in one of the 
greatest series in the history of 
the game. B 
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CRICKET/ AUSSIE VIEWPOINT 


Of match referees 


MALCOLM CONN 


TEVE WAUGH has called for greater strength and 
. J consistency from match referees following the esca- 
lating row between himself and counterpart Sourav 
Ganguly. 

While not naming the Indian captain specifically, 
Ganguly's failure to honour the most basic conven- 
tions of the game and his demonstrative refusal at times 
to accept umpiring decisions rankled the Australians. 

This is particularly so given that Glenn McGrath 
and Adam Gilchrist were both fined 50 percent of 
their match fee during the first one-day match for 
incidents surrounding dismissals which were nowhere 
near as animated as Ganguly at least twice during the 
one-day series. which Australia snatched 3-2. 

The major problem was that jovial match referee 
Cammie Smith. a former West Indian opening bats- 
man, was not tough enough at the start of the Test 
series when Michael Slater confronted both umpire S. 
Venkataraghavan and opposing batsman Rahul Dravid 
over a disallowed catch. 

Slater was completely out of line and should have 
been heavily punished. Despite his previously unblem- 
ished record, the very least Slater deserved for his 
ill-tempered action was a suspended sentence and a 
heavy fine. 

Instead, Smith gave Slater a ticking off at lunch 
time, leaving the world to believe that it is now okay 
in modern cricket to confront who you like if you do 
not like the umpire’s decision. 

Remarkably. Smith then acted against Slater for 
claiming on Sydney radio that he had done nothing 
wrong. 

The message was clear — do what you like on the 
field in front of millions of viewers but don't talk 
about it later. 

This incident set an unfortunate precedent for the 
series where a number of other incidents also went 
unpunished. 

Smith's failure to set a strict standard hurt the game 
despite a brilliant Test series and see-sawing one-day 
matches. Certainly Waugh wants the ICC to take a 
stronger line in future, but first they will need stronger 
match referees. 

“We've talked about it at a captain’s ICC meeting, 
where with indiscretions either on the field or off the 
field you know exactly what the penalty is going to 
be.” Waugh said. 

“At the moment it’s just up to the individual match 
referee how he sees it and they all have different opin- 
ions. 


V. V. KRISHINAIN 
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“It’s got to be like rugby, or some other sports, where 
there are varying degrees, but if you do a head high 
tackle you know you're going to get two, four, six or 
eight weeks depending on what you ve done. 

“There have got to be guides so if you step out of 
line, straightaway you know what the penalty’s going 
to be. 

“At the moment it’s up to individual judgement 
and they’re all going to be different. Obviously there's 
not going to be any consistency.” 

Waugh admitted that he was no angel and if there 
had been tougher guidelines in place he may have 
been punished for indiscretions at various stages dur- 
ing his career. 

“I think there are times when I've probably bene- 
fited from it as well,” he said about the lack of consistency 
from match referees. 

“It can be frustrating. You need it very clear and 
it’s a bit grey at the moment. It needs to be black and 
white. If you do something wrong it’s down there in 
the rules.” 

The Australian captain believes that this lack of 
consistency also contributes to greater on field prob- 
lems. 

“If you see someone else getting away with some- 
thing then you probably let your own guard down a 
bit. 

“It will definitely help all the teams and all the 
hy Bee oe players to know exactly where they stand. If you do 
Bien | Wee = +  ~ something wrong you're going to get penalised for it.” 
ae a One of the most disappointing aspects of this tour 
was Ganguly’s churlish approach to fundamental tra- 
ditions such as the toss, when he either failed to be 
on time or failed to dress properly on a number of 
occasions. 

This certainly upset Waugh, given the respect he 
has for the traditions of the game. 

“I think the players and captains know what their 
responsibilities are, it’s just that sometimes it doesn't 
happen. 

“When you're captain you know you're in charge 
of your players but individuals have to be responsible 
for their own actions. You can’t go around holding 
every player's hand. 

“But at the same time the captain is responsible 
for how it’s played out in the middle. 

“We like to play it tough and hard. Sometimes we 


Steve Waugh seen along with ICC match referee Cammie 
Smith. The Australian captain has called for greater 
strength and consistency from match referees. 
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may step over the line but I don’t think 
we're the only team that does that.” 

Waugh was also concerned about 
the standard of some venues on tour, 
particularly during the one-day series. 

The Board of Control for Cricket in 
India is the wealthiest cricket board in 
the world. It makes vast amounts of 
money from television rights and spon- 
sorship. 

This begs the question, where does 
the money go? Certainly not on the play- 
ers, they are very poorly paid and treated 
compared to most other major cricket 
teams around the world. Almost all their 
money is made from outside interests. 

It is certainly not spent on profes- 
sional administrators given the BCCI's 
complete failure to honour the memo- 
randum of understanding with the 
Australian Cricket Board and the sham- 
bles that the Calcutta Test and a number 
of the one-day matches turned out to 
be. 

The BCCI's money is certainly not 
spent on facilities given the dreadful 
state of some of the venues and ameni- 
ties. particularly at provincial centres. 

“It’s a multi-million dollar game.” 
Waugh said. “I can't see how we can 
play al venues where there is no indi- 
cation of which bowler has bowled how 
many overs and there are never any 
clocks anywhere. 

“AS a captain it makes it very diffi- 
cult. 

“Things should be a Jittle bit more 
professional. There are millions of dol- 
lars generated, surely we can have the 
little things right. 

“But the surface area overall was 
pretty good and the pitches, there was 
no complaints there.” 

The Australians are stil] having trou- 
ble coming to terms with the fact that 
this was one of the greatest Test series z © 
ever played given that they lost. 3 oe 

With so much cricket crammed into c . 
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Goa, just as the Indians must have been from an equal- 
ly hectic schedule, although they did not have the big 
summer of five Tests and 10 one-day matches played 
in Australia which ended just days before the Indian 
(our began. 

“It's difficult but that’s professional sport,” Waugh 
said after eight weeks of constantly touring cricket's 
most demanding country with hardly a day off. 

“We're getting paid well and we've proved here 
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that it’s probably not too long because we've come out 
winners in the last two games on an eight-week tour. 
That's a great achievement and one we can’t under- 
estimate. 

“It is hard on top of a long Australian season and 
even belore that we had state commitments where we re 
getting more professional. we're going into training 
camps and playing trial matches. 

“It feels like it is endless. the games and the com- 
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mitments. It is very taxing mentally. I think another 
couple of weeks here and some of the guys would 
probably end up at breaking point. Certainly a tour 
here could be no longer than this.” 

The Australians were physically and mentally shat- 
tered after losing the Test series from a position of 
such dominance. From one Test up and enforcing the 
follow-on in the second to lose 1-2 in such trying con- 
ditions in Kolkata and Chennai left them drained and 


Matthew Hayden, the broad 
Queenslander who had a dream tour of 
India, scoring 549 runs in the Test 
series and 303 runs in the one-dayers, 
despite playing only four of the five 
matches, has finally established 
himself at the top of the order. 


hollow. To come back and win the one- 
day series after that was an enormous 
achievement and said much about the 
character of the side. 

“T think if you asked people they 
would have thought we were going to 
lose this one-day series,” Waugh said. 

“We had a couple of honest dis- 
cussions where we said things that 
had to be said. 

“It was very pleasing to come back. 
We could have easily lost this. After being 
2-1 down we could have lost it 4-1 and 
I think a lot of sides would have in these 
conditions, which weren't easy. 

“Goa was a bit of a God-sent al 
the end of the tour when you could 
relax and get away from the crowds 
and have a bit of time to ourselves. 
That certainly helped us in the last 
game.” 

The one huge plus out of the tour 
was the enormous contribution of 
Matthew Hayden, who appears lo have 
finally established himself at the top 
of the order. 

After 549 runs at 109.8 in the Test 
series he followed up as leading run- 
scorer and Man of the Series in the 
one-dayers, making 303 runsat 75.75 
despite playing only four of the five 
matches. 

“lve always thought he was good 
enough to play for Australia.” Waugh 
said of the broad Queenslander. 

“He's a strong character, knows 
what he wants, is great around the 
guys and has a terrific work ethic. 

“He averages 60 in domestic crick- 
et in Australia in both forms of the 
game. You can't do that if you're not 
a good player. 

“I think he's going to go trom 
strength to strength and will end up 
with a great record at the end of his career because 
he really wants it, is dedicated and has got the talent. 

“It’s great because he gives us plenty of options. The 
selectors are going to have to make some hard decisions. 
With the one-day sides it's difficult if you only take sev- 
en batsmen to England and Matthew in there now. 

“Every player deserves to go on that one-day tour. 
In a way it’s good because it’s pushing players all the 
time and no one becomes relaxed.” @ 
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INTERVIEW /SouRAV GANGULY 


‘Everyone was focussed’ 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 


1 took on the mighty 

Australians and beat 
them at their own game 
of aggression and sledg- 
ing. For Sourav Ganguly 
the series might not have 
brought individual glory, 
but the triumph as ateam 
surely was one great dis- 
tinction. 

At the end of the 
series, Ganguly spoke to 
The Sportstar on the strides 
made by Indian cricket 
under his captaincy. 

Excerpts: 

Question: How do you 
assess the Indian victo- 
ry in the Tests and the 
defeat in the one-day- 
ersr 

Answer: Well. I had 
said at the start of the 
series that the Australians 
were beatable. Playing in 
India was always going 
to be a challenge for them 
and we were sure of our 
strengths. I’m glad that 
the team played to its 
potential, and the result 
in the Test series was a fair 
reflection of the form and 
strengths of the two 
teams. Our wins were 
hard-earned and it was 
amazing stuff delivered by 
Laxman and Harbhajan. 
We could have won the 
one-day _ series _ too, 
because we had the match 
going our way in Goa. But 
no regrets. Test cricket is 
what matters most and I 
feel happy that this Indian 
team proved itself when 
it mattered the most. 

@ Was the approach more 
professional this time? 

Certainly. There was 
a touch of professional- 
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ism in everything we did. 
The focus has been on per- 
formances now and John 
(Wright) has a lot to do 
with it. For us, it was just 
cricket and nothing else. 
Everyone was focussed. I 
haven't seen an Indian 
team so intense and so 
charged up to take on the 
opposition. All this came 
from professionalism and 
nothing else. 

@® How much did the 
youngsters contribute, in 
your opinion? 

They were the great- 
est strength of the 
triumphs. Laxman, Das 
(Shiv Sunder), Ramesh, 
Harbhajan...They all had 
a big role to play at vari- 
ous stages. For them the 
game is everything. 
Ramesh and Das came 
good with the bat when 
it mattered. and Laxman 
and Harbhajan were the 
heroes of the series. Of 
course, you can't ignore 
the batting of Sachin and 
Dravid. Their centuries 
came at the time when 
one expected them to rise. 
@® What else impressed 
you? 

The spirit to fight. The 
architects of this spirit 
were the youngsters, the 
new-comers wanting to 
establish themselves. 
Wanting to establish 
themselves by winning 
matches for the team and 
not just through individ- 
ual performances. It was 
the team victory that we 
all looked forward to and 
individual honours just 
became part of the grand 
journey. The fighting spir- 
itis back in the team and 
that to me is a very sig- 
nificant gain. The 
aggression is back and 
that to me is a valuable 
addition to the overall atti- 
tude of the side. 

@ | think this aggression 


was seen quite evidently 
in all the sledging you did? 

Sledging, yes. We had 

to give it back to them. It 
was a conscious effort and 
we did not do it beyond 
the established spirit of 
the game. At no point did 
we allow matters to drift 
to a point of bringing dis- 
repute to the game. It was 
part of the game and | 
don't think any member 
of the Indian side overdid 
it. 
@ Even a spinner like 
Harbhajan Singh adopt- 
ed the attitude of a fast 
bowler.... 

The body language 
said it. You would have 
noticed it when Bhajji 
(Harbhajan) bowled. You 
could have seen it from his 


On the field, some- 
times | lead by 
instinct. But | talk to 
my colleagues at all 
stages. 


reaction on being hit. He 
made no effort to hide his 
displeasure at being hit. 
He didn't mind giving the 
batsman a hard stare. 
Even if the batsman hap- 
pened to be Steve Waugh. 
@® But why such acrimo- 
ny? 

Let me tell you this 
acrimony was at the 
behest of the Australians. 
This time we were pre- 
pared to fight and not 
tolerate any sledging. We 
had decided to deal with 
the Aussies in the man- 
ner they deal with others. 
We couldn't have been at 
the receiving end always. 
® There is talk of togeth- 
erness in the team these 
days... 

Not that it was miss- 
ing earlier. Our team 


meetings have become 
more meaningful and the 
training sessions are being 
enjoyed by the players. 
The idea is to enjoy what 
you are doing and the 
Indian dressing room has 
become one great place. 
We discuss each other's 
problems and try and find 
solutions. I’m proud to say 
that we are shaping very 
well as a team. 

@ How important has 
been the role of John 
Wright? 

He did a wonderful job 
of guiding us, motivating 
those who failed and not 
letting people become 
complacent. He had a 
young team to handle and 
John, I thought. did his 
best. Of course, as a coach 
he had such an important 
role to play. We all want- 
ed to perform as a whole, 
as a team, because he had 
made us realise the impor- 
tance of working 
collectively. 

@ What about the cama- 
raderie in the side? 

You should see it for 
yourself. The atmosphere 
inside the dressing room 
is splendid. We all care 
for each other, pray for 
each other. When I was 
struggling I know the oth- 
ers were behind me in 
support. Laxman came to 
my room after the second 
one-dayer and spent a lot 
of time talking to me. I 
was struggling with my 
form and he shared my 
concern and woes. It was 
moving indeed. We sup- 
port each other. 

@® Do you agree that you 
are a players’ man? 

What is wrong withit. 
As a captain, I have to be 
a players’ man. I have to 
back them and I will back 
them. Why not? As a cap- 
tain I represent them and 
have to take care of their 


interests, but then I| will 
back only if they give their 
best. As long as the effort 
is there I am with them. 
I won't support a player 
who does not put in an 
effort. 

@® What is your attitude 
towards the newcomers 
in the side? 

We have to give them 

proper support, enough 
chances before we discard 
them. We have to pursue 
with players like Yuveraj. 
Dinesh Mongia, Dahiya 
and not judge them after 
one or two matches. They 
deserve a proper trial 
before being discarded. | 
have gone through it and 
that is why I fight for 
them. This is the message 
I have always passed on 
to the selectors. We must 
give anewcomer a decent 
run to show his poten- 
tial. I know what it feels 
to be left out without 
being given a fair chance. 
Watch out for the young 
lot in this team. They all 
promise a great future 
because they all play to 
win. 
@® How do you react to 
media criticism? What do 
you do to improve your 
captaincy? 

[ don’t read when I'm 
playing, but I respect 
healthy criticism. As far 
as Captaincy is concerned, 
John helps me with tac- 
tics. He has led New 
Zealand and knows the 
job. On the field, some- 
times I lead by instinct. 
But I talk to my colleagues 
at all stages. I have to con- 
sult them at various points 
because you don't know 
where the best suggestion 
could come from. Let me 
tell you, it is a team game 
and we are playing as a 
team. That to me has been 
the greatest gain from this 
series. Mi 
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BW INTERVIEW/STEVE WaUGH 


‘It was a great series 


T was a Test series which Steve 

Waugh _ badly wanted to win. 
But after that brilliant start in 
Mumbai, the Australians failed to 
maintain their focus. Losses in 
Kolkata and Chennai meant that 
Waugh’'s dream of beating India 
in India remained unfulfilled. 

In this exclusive interview. the 
Australian captain gives his views 
on the series. the gains and losses. 

Excerpts: 

Question: Your impressions of 
the Test series? Disappointing, but 
there must have been some high- 
points too? 

Answer: It was a good series for 
Test cricket. The crowds were up, 
the TV ratings were excellent and 
I understand that Fox Sports, the 

_jetwork which relayed the match- 
es back in Australia, has never had 
a bigger audience, and the cricket 
was excellent as well. So it was a 
great Test series, all except the result 
from our point of view at any rate. 
Ideally. we would have liked the 
scoreline reversed. There were some 
plus points for us, even in defeat. 
Matthew Hayden had a fantastic 
series and played as I always thought 
he could at the highest level, and 
Glenn McGrath and Jason Gillespie 
formed a top-class pace attack that 
always worried the Indian batsmen 
and never gave them any rest. Those 
two players also had an outstand- 
ing series. 
@® How differently would you like 
to approach the tour if you were 
to start again? 

Hindsight is always a wonder- 
ful thing, but I wouldn’t approach 
things any differently if I had my 
time again. After all, I think we were 
only one wicket away from winning 
in Calcutta and if we'd done that 
we would have achieved our objec- 

tive of winning the series. Then, in 
Chennai. we were maybe 20 runs 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 


short of winning as well. It all 
turned on one very special innings 
from V. V. S. Laxman in Calcutta. 

@ How big was the Shane Warne 
factor? Do you believe he bowled 
below his best? 

Shane gave it his best shot but 
you can't win all the time. [ think 
he took 10 wickets. which is still a 
steady return in a three-match series 
with the last two Tests played on 
pretty good batting surfaces. All I 
could ask of Shane, along with every 
other player, is that they give it 
everything they have and I think 
everyone. Shane included, did just 
that. 

@® How much did Ricky Ponting’s 
failure affect the team? 

I'm not going to point the fin- 
ger at individuals for not scoring 
runs or taking wickets. Ricky would 
obviously have liked to score a lot 
more runs. He's shown in the past 
that he is a quality player and he’ll 
be back. stronger from this experi- 
ence too. I’ve no doubt about that. 
@ Where would you rank this tour 
among the many you have made? 

You always rank winning tours 
more highly than losing ones, that 
goes without saying. From a crick- 
eting point of view we saw three 
fantastic Test matches and I'm sure 
all the spectators who either saw it 
at the grounds or on television, as 
well as the administrators. will rank 
it as one of the best Test series of 
all time. 

@ Do you still believe Australia is 
the best team? 

I've never said we are the best 
team and it’s not for me to judge 
that: that’s a judgement for the 
critics and writers to make. All I 
want is for this team to be com- 
petitive and I think we are that. 
One thing this loss will do is make 
sure we come back stronger. 

@ How different would the 


Australian attack have been with 
the presence of Brett Lee? 

There's no point in speculating 
on the answer to that question. Brett 
wasn t here so we'll never know 
the answer. What we always have 
to deal with, in common with every 
other side that has played the game. 
is the resources we have at our dis- 
posal at any one time and he wasn't 
one of those resources on this trip. 
@® Do you think the Australian 
side was mentally and physically 
well-prepared for a tour of this mag- 
nitude? 

We were as well-prepared as it 
was possible to be. We did come 
into the tour off the back of a four- 
month home season but allowing 
for that fact there was nothing more 
I think we could have done to get 
ready for our time here. 

@ Your gains and losses from this 
tour? 

Matthew Hayden was obvious- 
ly outstanding and it's a pleasure 
to see him really stamping his 
authority on the Test scene. And 
even though his figures didn t real- 
ly reflect it, I thought Jason Gillespie 
bowled superbly in the Test series, 
putting in a superb effort. I think 
everyone has learnt a lot from this 
tour and it will stand players in good 
stead for the next time we tour the 
sub-continent. 

@ What impressed you most about 
Indian cricket? 

I think their ability to fight back 
from difficult situations. It’s not 
something Indian sides have always 
been renowned for in the past, so 
it suggests to me that they are a 
much tougher unit collectively than 
they used to be. A lot of the cred- 
it for that has to go to the coach 
John Wright, who certainly seems 
to have welded them into an effec- 
tive side. especially in home 
conditions. & 
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INTERVIEW / SACHIN TENDULKAR 


‘T don't believe in setting targets, 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 


1OR Sachin Tendulkar, time is of utmost importance. 
_ He has to find time for his mates, officials, fans, 
his family. And of course, time for himself. 

And then Sachin has to bat. He has to bat well 
always. cannot afford to relax even for a moment, for 
his dismissal can change the course of the match. 
And he can be his greatest critic in such situations, 
when his wicket would cost the team the match. 

Sachin crossing the 10.000-run mark in limited 
overs cricket was not a goal that he had set for him- 
sell. “Honestly, I never gave a thought to this because 
| was always so occupied with what I had to do in 
every match. I don’t believe in setting targets, I take 
things as they come,” Sachin told The Sportstar in this 
exclusive interview after becoming the first batsman 
to achieve this landmark. 

What pleases Sachin most is the fact that he has 
not let down his millions of admirers and well-wish- 
ers. “The greatest joy of being a cricketer is to know 
that there are so many people who wish you well. And 
that is what keeps you going,” he says. 

Excerpts: 

Question: How much does this achievement (scor- 
ing 10,000 runs in one-day cricket) mean to you? 

Answer: I'm happy I’ve achieved this goal. It has 
taken a lot of hard work and I've sacrificed a lot of 
things, which every sportsman does. I love this game 
a lot. It is a nice feeling when you achieve something 
like this. It’s indeed a great feeling to know that his- 
tory will have a place for you. There will be a mention 
of this feat in the history books and that means a lot 
to me. It proves that I’ve done something for my coun- 
try. 

@ Do you believe it came at the right time? 

I think everything went off well. It coincided well 
in the sense that the team won. And that is what mat- 
ters. | enjoyed the occasion because of this coincidence 
— the victory, the century and the 10,000 runs. I 
think it came at the right time. The win helped us take 
the lead in the series. 

@ What kind of thrust did your career get after you 
began opening the innings? 

It was a big change. Batting at number six I thought 
I wasn't getting enough opportunities. I was capable 
of delivering more than I was doing at that time, bat- 
ting so low in the order. Something inside me would 
always tell me that I was cut out to bat higher in the 
order to be able to give more and more to the team. 
@® What kind of adjustments did you make to your 
batting after you turned into an opener in LOIs? 

I don’t think I made many adjustments because [| 
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V. V KRISHNAN 


thought I was batting well and was playing some good 
shots. It was a matter of continuing and improving. 
There were a few aspects which I thought I could do 
better. 

@ How different is batting in Test cricket from one- 
day cricket? 

Being an attacking batsman, one would always 
want to play shots and that is what I have always fol- 
lowed. There are times in one-day cricket when you 
have to hang around and wait for the situation to 
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[take things as they come’ 


change and analyse and then play your shots. You can 
basically control the game in Test cricket but that 
doesn t happen in one-day cricket where you got to go 
with the game. In one-day cricket, it is the game which 
dictates your approach and you have to try and match 
the pace. In Test cricket. you can pace the innings 
according to the session or the day. 
@ {s your shot selection and approach overall dictat- 
ed by the situation of the match, especially knowing 
what the people expect from you... 

Always I guess. Those demands will always be 
there and I enjoy the responsibilities. It’s nice always 
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to know that people expect a lot from you. That's a 
good sign. I don’t have to really think about the expec- 
tations in order to create needless pressure. As long 
as I can meet their expectations, as long as [ can per- 
form to the standards I set, I’m happy. 

@ Have you batted to your potential? 

Honestly, I don't know what my potential is. I just 
want to got out and play good cricket, try and score 
more and more runs. [f I can do that I can keep myself 
focussed on my aim to serve Indian cricket long and 
well. 

@ May be a double century in a one-day game... 
Laughs) Well, | haven't 
really thought on those terms. 
I have always gone and bat- 
ted according to the situation, 
played according to the mer- 
it of the ball. Scoring a double 
century in a one-day match 
has not been a goal really. | 
don’t set targets apart from 
the fact that I must score runs 
everytime I get to the mid- 
dle. I would like to preserve 
my energy to score runs and 
not worry about getting a 
double century in a one-day 
match. 
@ How do you cope with the 
pressure of carrying the team 
through? 

I don't really think I've 
been under any such pres- 
sure. Honestly I have not felt 
it. Being one of the seniors, 
or probably the senior most, 
I have to carry the responsi- 
bility. We have lots of 
promising cricketers in the 
side and] don't think we have 
had a stage where the team 
would have depended only on 
me. Whatever I did was for 
the team. For me it is impor- 
tant that we win as a team 
and lose as a team. If I score 
a century and yet the team 
loses, it hardly makes me hap- 
py. [can be happy only if my 
effort fetches the team a vic- 
tory. The excitement of 
winning means much more 
than individual achieve- 
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ments. 
@ What goes on in your mind and what is your approach 
when you put your pads on in a chase of a big tar- 
get? 
| don't have any set approach. | just try and play 
my shots. Without playing your shots I don't think 
you can approach a big target. There are times when 
you go out there and try and play a shot every ball. 
Then there are times when you try and hang around 
and wait for the runs. And there are times when you 
have to try out something special. something extra- 
ordinary. You basically analyse it as it goes. Depending 
on the state of the bowlers and the field set. 
@ You pick the ball very early. How much does it help 
in playing shots, especially square of the wicket. How 
often do you play predetermined shots? 
Like [ said earlier. you have to analyse on the spot. 
It isa mind game and you have to anticipate the bowler’s 
approach. Sometimes you see the ball early and play 
the shot you desire. On other occasions, you play by 
instinct and it also helps. In my case, it just happens. 
@ Have you given a thought to the fact that you have 
not scored a one-day century in the West Indies, 
England, New Zealand and just one in South Africa... 
If you ask me personally. scoring a Test century is 
more important, and much more difficult. I’m happy 
that I’ve scored Test centuries in the countries you 
have mentioned. I may have missed out on achieving 
it in the shorter version of the game, but see I've 
played just four one-dayers in the West Indies. I've 
played quite a few one-dayers in Australia and missed 
out on tons on some occasions, but I’ve three cen- 
turics in eight Tests in Australia, which means a century 
every third Test. | don't really bother about not hav- 
ing one-day centuries. As long as the team wins I'm 
happy. I know in the later years people will say I did- 
n't get a century here or there but I cant let such 
thoughts dampen me. | go out everytime to score runs 
and if a century materialises I feel happy. There are 
times when you bat very well and yet don't score a 
century. There are times when you don't bat well at 
all but end up with a century. 
@ In your aggressive moods one has noticed that often 
you play from the crease. There were times when bats- 
men like Sunil Gavaskar and Mohinder Amarnath 
would stand outside the crease to take on the bowlers... 
Sec, |'m happy batting from the crease. Why should 
[ change when it is going well. I've stood outside the 
crease a few times. If you remember the match against 
South Alrica in Kenya, I stood out of the crease. It 
worked well that day. It was instinctive. 
@® Do you use different bats for Tests and one-dayers? 
No, I’ve the same set of bats. It’s just the approach 
that changes. 
@ Which would you say was your best moment in 
one-day cricket? 
There have been quite a few satisfying moments. 
It is hard to pick one but I think the Sharjah tourna- 
ment in 1998 was the highlight. 
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FACTFILE 


}ACHIN TENDULKAR became 

ithe fifth Indian and the 23rd 
player to achieve the ‘all-rounder’s 
double’ of 1000-plus runs and 100- 
plus wickets in limited-overs 
internationals (LOIs) when he cap- 
tured the wicket of Australian 
captain Steve Waugh in the fifth 
and final match in the recently con- 


MOHANDAS MENON 


cluded series at Goa on April 6, 
2001. By the virtue of scoring over 
10,000 runs in_ one-dayers, 
Tendulkar became the first player 
in LOI history to complete the 
unique double of 10,000 runs and 
100 wickets. 

Although he took 268 match- 
es to achieve this double — the 


Another landmark for 
SACHIN TENDULKAR 


maximum required by any of the 
23 all-rounders as listed in the table, 
it should be noted that Tendulkar. 
not being a regular bowler, did not 
bowl in 81 of the 268 matches he 
had played in. So, in effect, his 100th 
wicket came in the 187th LOI match 
in which he got to bowl. However, 
this is still the slowest by an all- 


Sachin Tendulkar exults after dismissing Steve Wau,h, his 100th scalp in one-davors, as Rahul Dravid comes up to 


congratulate him. 
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All-rounders with over 1,000 runs and 100 wickets in LOls 


Name 


For 


Sachin Tendulkar Ind 


Steve Waugh Aus 
Viv Richards WI 
Sanath Jayasuriya SL 
HansieCronjie SA 
Carl Hooper WI 
Jacques Kallis § SA 
Kapil Dev Ind 
Imran Khan Pak 
Wasim Akram Pak 
Chris Cairns NZ 
Chris Harris NZ 
Ravi Shastri Ind 
Mudassar Nazar Pak 
Lance Kiusener SA 
lan Botham Eng 
Manoj Prabhakar Ind 
Richard Hadlee NZ 
Heath Streak Zim 
Shaun Pollock SA 
Abdur Razzaq__—s« Pak 


Simon O’Donnell Aus 
AzharMahmood Pak 


Runs 
scored 


10179 
7182 
6721 
6379 
9965 
4612 
4081 
3782 
3709 
3279 
3216 
3192 
3108 
2654 
2937 
2113 
1858 
1751 
1584 
1372 
1277 
1242 
1090 


HS 


Ave. 


42.59 
32.35 
47.00 
29.81 
38.65 
35.48 
42.96 
23.79 
33.41 


28.71 
32.24 
29.05 
95 29.28 
42.28 
79 23.22 
24.13 
79 21.62 
24.00 
19 24.50 
26.06 
25.35 


Ct 


conceded 


4668 
6705 
4231 
6813 
3965 
9947 
3219 
6944 
4845 
10477 
4419 
5781 
4651 
3443 
3742 
4139 
4534 
3407 
4605 
4221 
2019 
3102 
3475 


Wkts. 


101 
ihe ]s) 
118 
194 
114 
163 
107 
293 
182 
440 
131 
163 
129 
111 
134 
145 
157 
158 
150 
183 
106 
108 
103 


Best 


9/32 
4/33 
6/41 
6/29 
9/32 
4/34 
9/30 
9/43 
6/14 
5/15 
9/42 
5/42 
5/15 
9/28 
6/49 
4/31 
9/33 
§/25 
9/32 
6/35 
§/31 
9/13 
6/18 


Note: The last two columns indicate the number of matches required and the actual date while reaching the “double”. 
The lists above are on the basis of the run aggregates 


Summary of Tendulkar’s all-round performance against each country in LOls 


Australia 


Bangladesh 


England 
Kenya 


New Zealand 


Pakistan 


South Africa 


Sri Lanka 
UAE 


West Indies 
Zimbabwe 


TOTAL 


M 

33 
6 

14 


Runs 
1626 
199 


HS 

143 
04 
91 
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Ave. 
49.27 
39.80 
29.54 
205.00 
44.10 
36.08 
31.03 
46.32 
63.00 
38.32 
50.57 
42.59 


S/R 
90.99 


109.34 


87.07 


101.99 


95.45 
84.28 
73.39 
oF ASA 
81.82 
70.48 
94.17 
86.50 


Ct 
17 
2 


24 


15 


Ave. Match Date 
No. 
46.22 268th 06-04-01 
34.38 110th 13-03-91 
35.86 162nd 09-03-89 
35.12 127th 11-04-97 
34.78 158th 27-03-99 
34.03 105th 01-11-93 
30.08 113th 01-11-00 
27.45 77th 02-02-86 
26.62 95th 25-05-87 
23.81 126th 24-08-92 
33.73 107th 06-06-99 
35.47 98th 06-02-98 
36.05 100th 25-03-88 
31.02 106th 25-05-87 
27.93 70th 02-02-00 
28.54 75th 03-06-85 
28.88 94th 14-08-93 
21.56 79th ~ =©14-01-86 
30.70 8ist 11-06-99 
23.07 68th 26-03-99 
23.76 69th 30-10-00 
28.72 80th 16-12-90 
33.74 97th 11-10-00 
Wkts Ave. Best R/O 
18 35.83 5/32 477 
5 15.60 2/8 473 
0 = - 5.79 
0) _ — 6.22 
13 41.54 3/34 4.98 
13 55.77 3/45 5.15 
11 67.64 4/56 4.86 
15 41.00 3/43 4.56 
0 — - 4.40 
16 30.56 4/34 4.29 
10 53.00 1/6 5.74 
01 46.22 5/32 4.93 
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rounder since West Indian Vivian 
Richards, who needed 162 match- 
es to complete his double in March 
1989. 

England’s Ian Botham was the 
first to achieve the double — against 
Australia at Lord’s on June 3, 1985. 
However South African Shaun 
Pollock has the distinction of being 
the quickest among the 23 all- 
rounders to reach this landmark in 
March 1999 - he needed just 68 
matches. In October, last year, the 
young Pakistani Abdur Razzaq 
missed Pollock's record by just one 
match as he got to his double in 69 
matches. Interestingly, Pollock 
claimed the double in the same 
match — against New Zealand at 
Napier on March 26. 1999. 

Among the 23 all-rounders, the 
following players — New Zealander 
Richard Hadlee, Pakistani Wasim 
Akram. Indian Manoj Prabhakar 
and Zimbabwean Heath Streak — 
took their 100th wicket before 
reaching to their 1,000th run. 

Meanwhile. Tendulkar, still 
needs 12 more catches to emulate 
West Indian Viv Richards and 
Australian Steve Waugh — to do 
the rare “all-rounder’s triple” of 
1,000 runs, 100 wickets and 100 
catches. & 
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England's lan Botham (above) was the first cricketer to complete the all- 
rounder’s double of 1000 runs and 100 wickets, way back in 1985. However, 
South African Shaun Pollock (below), who achieved the feat in his 68th 
match, is the quickest to do so among the all-rounders in the list. 
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CRICKET/A PoINT To PONDER 


Spare a thought for the bowlers 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 


HO wants to be a fast bowler? 

A fast bowler expected to excel 
on dead tracks; a fast bowler expect- 
ed to excel with loads of restrictions 
on exploring his field and experi- 
menting. especially in limited overs 
cricket. Who wants to be a fast 
bowler in a game loaded in favour 
of the batsmen? There is little 
encouragement to the fast bowler 
to indulge in aggression and the 
limit on bouncers and the harsh 
rule concerning wide deliveries in 
one-day cricket make the job 
tougher. And the attitude of the 
administrators of the game towards 
the tribe of fast bowlers adds to the 
woes of these speedsters. 

It hurts when Javagal Srinath 
bowls a tidy ball and yet gets ham- 
mered for a six. It hurts to see a 
decent bowler being clobbered, not 
because of the batsman’s amazing 
eye or technique but conditions cre- 
ated to suit him. 

“What is there for a fast bowler, 
tell me?” asks Srinath. more in 
defence of his colleagues than with 
the aim of protecting himself. “It is 
a cause of concern for the fast 
bowlers fraternity. The game has 
made great strides and the bats- 
men have brought in great 
innovations in their approach and 
the fielding standards have improved 
beyond recognition. But no thought 
has been spared for the bowlers.” 

Srinath has a point. There is 
scant respect for good bowlers espe- 
cially in limited overs cricket, to 
the extent that some may be on the 
verge of losing their confidence. “It 
is an uphill task for a bowler to do 
well and it is increasingly becom- 
ing tougher because no attention 
is being paid to give the bowlers 
some chance, he argues. 

In Srinath's opinion, with the 
introduction of the white ball. the 
attitude of the fast bowler has tak- 
en a severe beating. “The idea now 
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is to contain. A bowler need not 
adopt the approach of wanting to 
take wickets. The emphasis is on a 
bowler going for fewer runs. It does- 
n t matter if he doesn’t take wickets 
but it matters if he goes for some 
runs. If he finishes his quota with 
fewer runs than say 50 in 10 overs 
he would have done his job well. 
The last column in the bowler's 
analysis does not matter when it 
ought to have been given the high- 
est priority. Imagine a bowler happy 
with an analysis of 10-0-50-0. Not 
taking a wicket is not a problem 
for hit anymore.” 

Srinath feels that there is need 
to review the rules regarding field 
restrictions and the extra-ball the- 
ory regarding wide delivery. “There 
is nothing for the bowler, really. 
The nature of wickets is discour- 
aging because there is no room for 
pace and movement at all. And then 
the disastrous rule of changing the 
ball at the request of the batsmen 
at any given point of the innings 
means leaving the bowlers at the 
mercy of the batsmen.” Often such 
changes deny the bowlers getting 
some lateral movement having 
worked on the old ball. 

What would the bowlers ask for 
in such situations? “If a ball is 
changed in the 25th over, you 
should give the bowler a replace- 
ment ball which is 25 overs old. 
With a new ball at that stage. a 
bowler loses the chance to get move- 
ment. It can be very frustrating.” 
It was proved at Goa when Australia 
gained from the change of ball and 
runs flowed freely after the change. 

Srinath continues, “I am not try- 
ing to make excuses but if this trend 
continues, I can hardly see a fast 
bowler contributing anything 
worthwhile in one-day cricket. The 
expectations and standard of assess- 
ment have undergone a change. The 
situation demands that a total of 
275 is accepted as a good job done 
by the bowlers. The days of five- 
wicket hauls for fast bowlers seem 
to be over. Their confidence has been 
shattered, really.” 

The use of white ball and heavy 
restrictions on the bowlers will 
mean a downfall of this tribe in the 


long run. “The authorities will have 
to do something about these fac- 
tors working against the fast 
bowlers. Very few want to bowl fast 
these days. The idea is to just come 
and bowl wicket to wicket and bow] 
within the restrictions.” 

Srinath makes an earnest plea 
for the sake of those young crick- 
eters wanting to bowl fast. “You 
have to protect them from the cur- 
rent trend of running down the 
bowlers. The pitches should be 
slightly helpful.” 

Srinath agrees that the chal- 


Javagal Srinath (pix, facing 
page) says that with field 
restrictions and flat tracks 
proving as great handicaps, a 
fast howler often struggles to 
maintain his rhythm ina 
one-day contest. 


lenges of Test and limited overs 
cricket are different. “We have to 
bowl differently and have to adapt 
quickly these days. But then I have 
seen most of the bowlers are los- 
ing the skills to take wickets because 
they have to forego some impor- 
tant factors in their pursuit of 
containing the batsmen.” 

So, what would he suggest? “Like 
I said, preparing pitches which help 
the bowlers a little. Maybe allow- 
ing us one bouncer per over and 
on Indian grounds, certainly using 
a different ball at each end. This 
suggestion of using two white balls 
in order to retain the colour had 
been made earlier too.” 

What irks Srinath most is some 
ordinary batsmen making the most 
of the conditions to ruin the repu- 
tation of established fast bowlers. 
“The same batsmen would treat a 
fast bowler differently in a Test 
match. In a one-day situation. the 
crowd loves the bowlers being clob- 
bered for fours and sixes but often 
I wonder if the batsmen deserve 
such advantages. It hurts when a 
mediocre batsman, with no skills 


of playing fast bowlers, gets away 
because of the numerous advan- 
tages that work in his favour in a 
limited overs match.” 

With field restrictions and flat 
tracks proving as great handicaps, 
a fast bowler often struggles to main- 
tain his rhythm in a one-day contest. 
“Your best ball can be hit for a six 
because there is no room for a 
bowler to experiment. We have 
reached a situation where a bowler 
is happy if he can get two dot balls 
in an over. All six may be good balls 
but he feels happy if he escapes with 
two of them going unpunished. It 
was so different when I started my 
career. At least the pitches those 
days were different and certainly 
not as flat as today.” 

There is little thought for the 
bowlers because the administrators 
cannot afford early finishes in one- 
day matches. “You got to have 600 
balls in a one-day match because 
you have to cater to the television 
audience too. Administrators and 
television cannot allow too many 
early finishes in one-day cricket 
because that could affect the finan- 
cial side of the game. The positive 
side of money being earned for the 
benefit of the game is all fine but 
please spare a thought for the 
bowlers too. Everything is loaded 
against a fast bowler unless of 
course we are playing one-day crick- 
et with the red ball. If you compare 
the statistics, you will notice that 
bowlers do well when not using 
the white ball.” 

It is not that Srinath is speak- 
ing for himself. “I have had 
discussions on this.subject with 
some of the fast bowlers on the cir- 
cuit and they all share this concern. 
The game is loaded against them.” 

Time is running out and Srinath 
makes a pertinent point when he 
says, in future there will be a dearth 
of fast bowlers because the young- 
sters will have no role models to 
emulate.” There is enough reason 
for a senior cricketer like Srinath 
pleading for his tribe, wanting the 
administrators to take a sympathetic 
view, with a request to leave some- 
thing for the bowlers in limited overs 
cricket. @ 
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FEATURE/ Mark WAUGH 


A productive player 


HEN Mark Waugh returned 

from the World 
Championship Knockout in Kenya 
last October with an Australian side 
easily beaten by India, serious ques- 
tions were asked about his 
continuing place in Australian 
cricket. 

He was 35, an age when many 
Australian greats retire. and his 
numbers were simply not adding 
up. 

While his twin. captain Steve. 
has sometimes wrongly been 
labelled a cruiser. there was an 
impression he was just coasting 
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MALCOLM CONN 


along. Was it time for fresh blood? 

After his 24-ball score of seven 
in Nairobi, Mark Waugh had failed 
to make 50 in his previous nine one- 
day internationals and six had 
produced just single figures scores. 

This coincided with supposedly 
the best one-day side in the world 
winning just two of its past eight 
matches. 

The pressure was on for the four- 
man selection panel — chairman 
Trevor Hohns, Allan Border, Geoff 
Marsh and Andrew Hilditch — to 
keep making hard decisions. 

Just one year earlier lan Healy's 
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career was brought to an abrupt 
end when Hohns, once a long-time 
Queensland team-mate, forcefully 
told Healy, 35, that it was over. 

Healy was furious that he could 
not play a farewell Test at his beloved 
‘Gabba but it was a revitalised 
Australian team from the moment 
Adam Gilchrist took his place behind 
the stumps. 

There will be a gaping hole in 
Australia’s middle order if Mark and 
Steve Waugh depart too closely 
together. 

Just as importantly, there is a 
ready-made replacement at Test lev- 
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el. Damien Martyn, 29, has been 
outstanding from limited opportu- 
nities at Test level over the past year. 

Statistics may not be everything 
but at Test level they are not all 
that flattering recently for Mark 
Waugh. His Test average is now 
below 42 from 111 Tests and con- 
tinues to fall. 

But the most interesting evalu- 
ation is his performance under Mark 
Taylor's captaincy, when Waugh 
averaged almost 46 in 50 Tests with 
10 hundreds, compared to the last 
24 Tests under brother Steve. Mark 
is averaging just 33 with only two 
hundreds. 

Yet Mark Waugh, who remains 
this side’s ultimate enigma. He is 
the best player in the team to watch 
when in full flight and in that sit- 
uation always looks the most in 
control, as he did in Pune, guiding 
Australia to an eight-wicket win 
with five overs to spare, before a 
bother little finger forced him to 
leave to Australia. 

Waugh’s unbeaten 133 at 
almost a run a ball, which earned 
him the Man of the Match award, 
was a peerless knock that gave him 
four centuries in his past eight one- 
day innings. 

He was understandably delight- 
ed with the performance but did 
offer a window to his deeper feel- 
ings later. 

“It’s been a good year but I'd 
liked to have scored a few more in 
Test cricket though.” Waugh said. 

He was terrific in the last Test 
at Chennai, making 70 and a top 
score of 57 in the second innings 
and taking six catches. They includ- 
ed claiming the vital wicket of an 
inform V. V. S. Laxman twice, with 
a fine, low catch at second slip and 
a spectacular horizontal take at mid- 
wicket which almost won Australia 
the match and the series. 

Waugh's catching remains one 
of the great pleasures in world crick- 
et, but once again his figures have 
not stacked up at the end of a series. 

He averaged under 30 for the 
three Tests and has now under-per- 
formed in five of Steve Waugh’s past 
seven series captain. The exceptions 
were New Zealand last year and a 


Mark Waugh’s Test career 


Matches Runs Ave 100s 
111 7081 41.65 18 
Under Mark Taylor — 

50 3663 45.79 10 
Under Steve Waugh 

24 1173 33.51 2 


Australia’s top 10 Test run scorers 


Player Runs M Ave HS 
AllanBorder 11174 156 50.56 205 
SteveWaugh 8965 135 50.94 200 
Mark Taylor 7525 104 43.50 334° 
David Boon 7422 8107 43.66 200 
GregChappell 7110 87 53.86 247° 
Mark Waugh 7081 111 4165 153° 
DonBradman 6996 #52 99.94 334 
Neil Harvey 6149 79 48.42 205 
Doug Walters 5357 74 48.26 250 
lanChappell 5345 75 42.42 196 


* denotes still playing 


fine summer against the West Indies. 

Part of Waugh’s motivation for 
his 339 runs at 48.43 in five Tests 
against the West Indies was a clear 
warning by the selectors that they 
were looking for younger players. 
He was awarded only a one-year 
contract. An unprecedented level of 
player payments has caused the 
Australian Test team to age signif- 
icantly in a generation, prompting 
Hohns to emphasise the need for 
continued performance. 

While the most successful side 
in history won 16 matches in a 
row before Laxman brought the 
sequence to such a staggering halt 
in Kolkata, Hohns said the selec- 
tors are aware of the side's 
greying. 

“Part of our charter is obviously 
to provide for the future,” Hohns 
said. “We are very aware that some 
of these blokes are getting on in 
age and that’s why it’s very, very 
important obviously for them to con- 
tinue to perform.” 

Australia’s sustained run of suc- 
cess has clouded the fact that this 
team is almost three years older on 
average than the last great side, 
which thumped the West Indies 5- 
1 during 1975-76. 

The 14 players used in that series 
combined for an average age of lit- 
tle more than 27 and new captain 
Greg Chappell was, in fact, 27. Only 
four were over 30 and the oldest 
was Ian Redpath, 34. 

Steve and Mark Waugh will be 


36 when Australia plays its next 
Test, during the coming Ashes tour, 
and of the top seven only Ricky 
Ponting will be under 30. 

It is embedded in Australian 
cricket folklore what happened 
when the remanence of that last 
great generation — Greg Chappell, 
Rod Marsh and Dennis Lillee — all 
retired together early in 1984. 

Australia was successful in just 
four of the next 33 Tests and went 
eight successive series without win- 
ning one. 

“There's been a lot made of that 
issue and IJ suppose it’s fair to say 
that while nothing has been put in 
writing it’s always at the back of 
your mind that youdon’t want three 
or four or five going out all at the 
same time,” Hohns said. 

“But that’s no great influence 
on any decision that’s made. Form 
is the main influencing factor.” 

To his credit, Mark Waugh 
responds almost every time the ques- 
tion is asked about his age and 
whether he should continue. 

The fact that he has survived 
through 111 Tests and 232 one- 
day games suggests he is one of the 
most productive Australian players 
of all time. 

Certainly his figures — 8245 runs 
at 40 with 18 centuries, suggest 
he is the best limited overs player 
to represent his country. Only two 
players have made more 100sin the 
short game — Sachin Tendulkar (28) 
and Saeed Anwar (19). @ 
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OPENING SALVO 


Sidhu 


anguly, a fine leader 


T happened as I had expected. I 

mean the manner in which 
Sourav Ganguly dealt with the 
Australians. No other member olf 
this Indian team would have made 
his presence felt as Sourav and I 
was very impressed with his over- 
all captaincy. India has finally found 
aman who can assert and one who 
can command respect. 

It was tough for Sourav since 
his batting form had deserted him 
at such a crucial time. I know what 
a lean patch means. It can lay you a a 
low and leave you so depressed. But | ! a a 
true to his nature Sourav did not | 
allow it to influence his approach 
to the job of leading a young side 
to such a fantastic triumph. 

The more [ see of Sourav the 
more I become convinced that he 
is destined to become one of India’s 
finest captains. He had the right atti- 
(ude and attributes to sit long at 
the helm and there is no doubt in 
my mind that we have seen a mere 
glimpse of his leadership qualities. 

Sourav's strong point is that he 
has no coterie around him. In the 
past, most of our captains have been 
influenced by their so-called close 
associates in the team and some 
have been happy to be the yes men 
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positions, some captains have report- 
edly bowed to the directions from 
the Board officials. 

But Sourav is different. I have 
known him closely and can assure 
you that he will take nothing lying 
down. He has the character to stand 
up to any injustice and is the best 
man if a player is looking for a cap- 
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tain who will guide him, stand by 
him and back him in difficult times. 

I liked the way he fights for a 
player. He is willing to take on the 
selectors and he is fighting for a 
player outside his zone. That is what 
I like about him. There is no East, 
West. North. South or Central for 
him. He is captain of the Indian 
team and will draw his soldiers from 
all over the country. Again this is a 
laudable quality for a captain. I had 
seen this quality in Bishan Singh 
Bedi when he was coach of the 
Punjab team. Not for him players 
from Jalandhar, Ludhiana, Patiala... 
he wanted each of us to know that 
it was Purfjab team we were repre- 
senting. He was a sort of a dictator 
really. And I would like Sourav to 
be one. 

There is a wind of change in 
Indian cricket. I would guess that 
John Wright was drafted to coach 
the Indian team with the active sup- 
port of Sourav. Nothing wrong with 
it because the coach and captain 
have to have a good rapport and I 
know the two have struck an excel- 
lent relationship. 

Sourav has shown signs of 
becoming a good captain. a man 
who thinks cricket and one who 
takes decisions by instinct. He likes 
to surprise the opponents with one 
move or another. He does not believe 
in following a set pattern, which 
means one has to always remain 
on the toes against him. 

So, when he ran into a lean patch 
and struggled for runs. I was shocked 
to see people gunning for him. How 
quickly they forgot his immense con- 
tribution in the past. He has 17 
one-day centuries to his credit and 
many matchwinning performances. 
The same man became a burden 
for some people when bad form 
struck him for the first time in his 
Career. 

Against his poor form with the 
bat, Sourav did extremely well to 
remain focussed and come to the 
defence of his players against the 
aggressive Australians. He was too 
happy to give it back to the Aussies 
and I was again very impressed. How 
many captains would you come 
across who would take on the oppo- 


Sourav has shown signs 
of hecoming a good 
captain, aman who 

thinks cricket and one 
who takes decisions hy 
instinct. He likes to 
surprise the opponents 
with one move or 
another. He does not 
believe in following a 
set pattern, which 
means one has to 
always remain on the 
toes against him. 


sition like Sourav did? He took upon 
the responsibility and defended his 
players against the cocky Aussies 
who were given a taste of their own 
medicine. 

Sourav is different from his 
immediate predecessors. Sachin 
Tendulkar preferred to take the 
responsibility of everyone upon his 
shoulders. Just like Brian Lara. But 
not Sourav. Captaincy has not affect- 
ed him at all and in fact the 
responsibility of leading the side has 
brought the best out of him. Forget 
his bad patch. Believe me it was a 
joyful experience to watch Sourav 
take charge and make his presence 
felt on the field. 

As a captain, he has proved he 
is innovative. He does a lot plan- 
ning no doubt but there are times 
when he deals with a situation 
according to what he feels instinc- 
tively. He will change the batting 
order, alter the bowling sequence. 
do something which will keep the 
Opposition guessing. 

Look at how Sourav stood by 
Harbhajan Singh. It is a shining 
example of how a captain can get 


the best out of a member. When 
none supported Harbhajan as a Test 
match bowler, Sourav literally 
demanded his selection and just see 
what sensational stuff the bowler 
produced for his captain! Sourav had 
succeeded in getting his soldier and 
gradually raised an army which 
swept the opposition away. He is a 
strong man who if very original in 
what he does and backs himself so 
confidently to deliver. 

If I had to make a criticism, | 
would say there was no need for 
Sourav to react to Ian Chappell's 
remarks. The best thing would have 
been to ignore such biased experts. 
Of course, Sourav did not buckle 
under the pressure created by some 
of his detractors but he should have 
refrained from making any com- 
ments on what people in the 
commentator’'s box had to Say. 

It is nice to see Sourav guiding 
the team to hit back from the brink. 
How many times have you seen an 
Indian side bounce back in the man- 
ner this wonderful bunch did against 
the Australians. Steve Waugh and 
his men had come here with a rep- 
utation but met their match in a 
combination which was ready for a 
fight this time. Sourav knew how 
to put the Aussies in their place 
and came out such an impressive 
leader. 

Sourav was very different from 
Steve Waugh. the Australian who 
talks of rotation as a great passion. 
It is a silly policy because it is hard 
to comprehend how can a captain 
drop a player who in form in the 
name of rotation policy. Can you 
set aside your self-pride and play a 
weak team. I can understand if the 
series had been decided and there 
was no harm in experimenting. But 
not when you were playing for hon- 
ours. You have to play your best. 

J would like to see Sourav con- 
tinue with the same grit and spirit. 
I would like to see him make his 
demands and fight for the boys. 
Indian cricket has a leader now who 
can take up the cause of the play- 
ers, and not bow to. the 
establishment just to keep his cap- 
taincy intact. I wish this aggressive 
Indian captain all the best. 


April21,2001 TheSportstar 35 


The impertinence of being 
SOURAV GANGULY 


RAJU BHARATAN 


F Paradise Lost the Test 

series wrenchingly was 
for Australia, Paradise 
Regained the one-day 
rubber redeemingly was 
not for the Kangaroos, no 
matter what be the 3-2 
white-ball gloss that Steve 
Waugh and his Eden- 
Chepauk vanquished men 
put on it. Steve Waugh's 
Australia, arrogantly, 
sought to pass off as cur- 
rent Test coin in India, too, 
and was fairly and square- 
ly devalued. Tomorrow, 
the world is not going to 
remember what hap- 
pened in the 3-2 one-day 
face-off — not going to 
recall even that con- 
frontation (third eyeball 
to third eyeball) involving 
the Punerun out of Mark 
Waugh (when 94). The 
world is going to ask about 
how — and by whom - 
Steve Waugh’'s Australia’s 
recordrun of 16 Test wins 
cametoberudely halted. |. — gl | 
Here is where the imper- | 7 > £5 a i 
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tinence of being Sourav = 
Ganguly makes India’s | 
niche secure in world 
cricket history! The 3-2 
Pepsi Cup win, therefore, | 
was at best a shiny salve 7 
to the pricking Kangaroo | 
conscience. 

Shane Warne _ had 
rotundly talkedofhowthe | 
vision of Sachin vertical- | 
ly cutting him to 
Kangaroo size had haunt- 


Sourav Ganguly gave of 
himself so much to India 


as captain, that he falled 
to see he had no reserves 
left to be hungry for runs. 
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ed him long after the 
March 1998 Test series 
(lost 1-2 by Australia in 
India). Likewise must the 
tele-picture of V. V. S. 
Laxman haunt . all 
Australia from the turn- 
ing point at which this 
charismatic stylist but- 
tressed his Eden Test 59 
with 281 (of the world’s 
best). For, from this series- 
determinant Stage, 
Harbhajan Singh's flight 
set the tone for the return 
Qantas flight to Australia! 
Nothing that the 1-2 Test 
wound-licking Aussies 
accomplished in the one- 
day Pepsi Cup thereafter 
could really help soften 
the Eden-Chepauk body- 
blow that Sourav had 
dealt to the ego of Steve's 
Australia. Not since Len 
Hutton (1954-55) and 
Ray Illingworth (1970- 
71) won the Ashes battle 
from Australia have the 
Kangaroos been viewed to 
feel so diminished. 

Look not too closely, 
therefore. at the way 
Sourav went about it. 
Look at the end-result — 
first 2-1, only then 2-3, 
in 2001. I almost wel- 
comed Sourav's losing the 
one-day series 2-3 in a 
near dead (Goa) heat. If 
only because Ganguly 
seizing the one-day rub- 
ber too (as the cherry on 
the 2-1 Test icing) would 
almost certainly have led 
to delusions of grandeur 
in Sourav’s mind as indeed 
in all India’s psyche. The 
point had been reached 
where Sourav (after India 
having called the shots in 
a 2-1 breakthrough) had 
to be bridled in his bel- 
ligerence in his own 
enlightened self-interest. 
The 2-3 ODI loss, there- 
fore, neatly evened the 
scale in the life and times 
of Sourav Chandi 


Right from the time Richie Benaud brought 
over his team here in 1959-60, the Aussie 
technique has been to intimidate India. In 
Sourav Ganguly we had, at last, a leader of 
men who paid back the Ugly Aussie in his 
own coin. 


Ganguly. The imperti- 
nence of being Sourav 
Ganguly it was that had 
won, against all odds, the 
Test series for India. That 
impertinence, by the 
Indore ODI stage, had tak- 
en India as far as we dared 
day-dream. A one-day 
series win now could well 
have turned Sourav 
Ganguly into a Symbol of 
Pelf. 

I do not think we are 
a mature enough cricket- 
ing nation, yet, to be able 
to take two such succes- 
sive series wins, at home, 
in our rational stride. The 
2-3 Pepsi Cup tele-set- 
back, therefore, is 
something that perhaps 
happened for the best. As 
a victory for Australia at 
Goa emerged crystal-ball 
clear on the small screen, 
we were left hugging that 
visual of John Wright hav- 
ing worked wonders. 
Wright had judiciously 
checked Ganguly so 
much, and no more, in 
Sourav's temple-on colli- 
sion with Steve Waugh. 
Here was an Indian cap- 
tain supposed to be rude 
and overbearing. As if 
every Australian captain 
touring India had been the 
epitome of gentlemanly 
behaviour! Right from the 
time Richie Benaud 
brought over his team 
here in 1959-60, the 
Aussie technique has been 
to intimidate India. 

In Sourav Ganguly, 
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therefore. we had. at last, 
a leader of men who paid 
back the Ugly Aussie in 
his own coin (that the two 
captains disputed during 
the toss). There was per- 
petual uncertainty in the 
air about the coin’s drop- 
ping for Steve Waugh! We 
Indians called it bad man- 
ners on the part of Sourav 
to have kept Steve cool- 
ing his Kangaroo heels, 
centrestage. But do we 
really know the nuts and 
bolts of the Armageddon 
build-up to it all? Right 
from the moment Sourav 
took on Steve — by way of 
a Clarion long-distance 
call on the sore topic of 
the kind of wickets expect- 
ed to be prepared in India 
— it became a pitched bat- 
tle of wits between the 
two. As Sourav reacted 
from the gut, Steve 
thought he had his man 
by the scruff of the neck. 
It turned out to be the sad- 
dest verbal-callisthenics 
miscalculation by an 
India-touring captain in 
the annals of the game. 
Sourav's insouciant game 
plan was a predetermined 
one. It was to hit back. 
unrelentingly, all along 
the line the Aussies aimed 
to bow! in India. By this 


After having lost the Test 
series, which they wanted 
to win so badly, the 3-2 
Pepsi Cup win was at best 
a shiny salve to the prick- 
ing conscience of Steve 
Waugh’'s men. 


game plan, Sourav would 
have India do to Steve 
Waugh's Australia what 
that titan captain’s team 
did to Tendulkar’s India — 
on the 1999-2000 tour 
that saw us go so nose- 
divingly Down Under. 
The amazing thing 
about Sourav was not that 
he initiated such a Roland- 
for-an-Oliver game plan. 
The astounding thing was 
that he sustained the 
gumption to go through 
with it. Go through with 
itin such a vein that mid- 
way through the Test 
series it was Steve Waugh 
who was pushed onto the 
back-foot. Sourav, pulling 
no punches, bore in 
remorselessly from this 
psychologically ascendant 
point at which Laxman 
(281) and Rahul (180) 
subjected World Champs 
Australia to the ultimate 
humiliation of going 


through a whole Eden day 
of play wicketless and 
clueless. The final round 
of that Eden Test then saw 
the bladder of Aussie bluff 
pricked with no uncertain 


finger-spin by Harbhajan 
Singh. With a vengeance 
thus did Sourav turn the 
lunch tables on Australia. 
For so long had Australia 
won that it just did not 
know what action replay 
it had to be for not los- 
ing! Australia it was that 
had begun the 
Mumbaiting by playing 
the bully. Only to run to 
green earth a super-bul- 
ly in Sourav. It was a 
Tartar that Steve thus 
caught in Sourav even 
after Ganguly had 
dropped him at Eden! 
Yet there was one car- 
dinal mistake Sourav 
made at a huge personal 
cost. This was not running 
the gauntlet of Aussie 
opposition side by side 
with putting up personal 
runs on_ the _ board! 
Sourav's neglecting his 
batting - while not 
neglecting Naghma-— was 
something just not on in 
the public eye. His lack of 
runs made Sourav some- 
thing of a problem child 
for Indian cricket. 


Ganguly gave of himself 


V. V. KRISHNAN 


so much to India. as cap- 
tain, that he failed to see 
he had no reserves left to 
be Souravenously hungry 
for runs. His mind being 
in a permanent state of 
agitation led to Sourav los- 
ing all powers’ of 
application with the bat. 
So worked up was Sourav 
as captain that he never 
had peace of batting mind 
till Goa. Take all this talk 
about Sourav’s feet not 
moving at all. How come 
his feet suddenly started 
to move in that 74 he hit 
off 83 balls in the final 
ODI at Goa complete with 
his Britannia brand of (2) 
sixes and (9) fours? I rea- 
son that self-realisation, 
as a batsman, really came 
to Sourav only when he 
saw that, while Sachin 
blazed away for 62 (off 38 
balls) at the other end, the 
captain himself could 
manage but nine runs 
from 35 scoreable balls 
during the 42 minutes he 
was excruciatingly there 
in the middle during the 
Visakhapatnam ODI. 
Faced with an Aussie 
total of 338 for four (off 
50 overs), Sourav knew 
the game was up from the 
moment he failed to get 
cracking, at Vizag, along- 
side Sachin. Only if the 
two together had raced 
to at least 100 in the first 
15 overs could India have 
hoped to make a 339 
Vizag match of it. 
Ganguly’s notorious nine 
from 35 balls made it crys- 
tal clear to Sourav that it 
was his non-batting that 
had halted India from 
making a game one-day 
bid to go 3-1 up in the 
Pepsi Cup series. Is it not 
significant that it was from 
this belated Vizag stage 
that Sourav appeared, at 
long last, to calm down 
and take fresh stock of 


Sourav Ganguly is 
still learning on the 
job. All that he has 
now to do is to draw 
a healthy mean 
hetween leadership 
and batsmanship. 
This is a halance 
Sourav will certainly 
strike in the cam- 
paigns ahead. Under 
Sourav’s helmsman- 
ship India came up 
with a commanding 
performance, turn- 
ing from minnows to 
men — in the eyes 
and ears of the 
world. 


himself as a batsman? 
Once he so began playing 
it cool, all the shots came 
back to Sourav as baf- 
flingly as they had 
deserted him through five 
Test innings and four ODI 
knocks. 

Sourav at Goa, almost 
as an afterthought, was 
going like a rocket — unde- 
terred by even the loss of 
Sachin (12) — when he 
was so unforgivably ruled 
out (caught by Ricky 
Ponting) off a Glenn 
McGrath climber repre- 
senting the last-ditch act 
of Aussie gamesmanship 
in their private war with 
the Indian _ captain. 
Ironically, it was the unfair 
way Sourav was thus put 
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out, when 74, that prob- 
ably cost India the final 
ODI. For Sourav on 74 was 
setting up a cosy launch- 
ing-pad that would have 
seen India go. easily, to 
300 at Goa. And Sourav, 
when he was so outra- 
geously ruled out caught, 
found the match referee, 
Cammie Smith. mentally 
already leaning over the 
shoulder above which that 
McGrath ball had passed! 
Sourav thus was, finally, 
caught in a no-win situ- 
ation of his own defiant 
making. 

Still no matter. Sourav, 
by his refreshingly aggres- 
sive captaincy right 
through. unforgettably 
squared the circle by 
downing Steve Waugh's 
Australia 2-1 in what, for 
that domineering nation, 
was a prestige Test series. 
Remember, Sourav is still 
learning on the job. All 
that he has now to do is 
to draw a healthy mean 
between leadership and 
batsmanship. This is a bal- 
ance Sourav will certainly 
strike in the campaigns 
ahead. Under Sourav’s 
helmsmanship India came 
up with a commanding 
performance, turning 
from minnows to men — 
in the eyes and ears of 
the world. Making Steve 
Waugh and his men bite 
the sawdust in a setting 
in which they had treat- 
ed Sourav’s India with a 
contempt bordering on 
the withering. How 
Australia withered in Test 
cricket (on Indian tour) 
is a story with no fairy- 
tale beginning, of course. 
Yet it certainly is a tale 
with a story-book ending. 
Well done, Sourav, more 
power, now, to the elbow 
with which you send the 
ball streaking through the 
covers. @ 
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PROFILE/GRAHAM THORPE 


‘He is at the height 


TED CORBETT 


RAHAM THORPE 

imitates Arjuna 
Ranatunga when he is in 
the middle and Geoff 
Boycott when he is in the 
dressing room yet at this 
moment in his career he 
stands in no man’s shad- 
OW. 

“He is at the height of 
his powers, and I believe 
he will get better,” says 
David Lloyd, once the 
England and now one of 
the elite group of com- 
mentators on Sky TV. 

Thorpe, captain of 
England during the recent 
one-day international 
series in Sri Lanka, has 
also been the main- 
stay of their batting 
throughout the win- 
ter and it is no 
coincidence that he 
was at the wicket 
when victory in the 
series in Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka were 
completed. 

I suspect it is also 
a sort of justice that 
he did not make the 
winning hit on either 
occasion for Thorpe 
isnot a batsman who 
leads from the front 
but, as his great 
innings in Karachi 
and his great day at 
Sinhala Sports Club, 
Colombo proved, a 
cricketer who is just 
as happy pushing 
others to the front. 

His own best 
work is in the engine 
room, out of the 
limelight, fashioning 
success but unwor- 


ried if the glory moment 
falls to someone else. 

“He is happiest in the 
middle, at home when he 
is batting and not neces- 
sarily when he is in the 
dressing room,” says 
Lloyd. 

“Unknown to many 
people he has had a lot of 
injuries, and perpetual 
trouble with his back and 
one of my great memo- 
ries of him during my time 
as coach was how angry 
and frustrated he became 
because he knew he was 
batting well but got less 
than full value from each 
innings because of his 


40 TheSportstar April21, 2001 


back problems. 

“He wanted to do well, 
he knew he ought to be 
doing better but he was 
held back by injury.” 

Now all that is behind 
him and Lloyd puts it 
down to his “intelligent 
decision” to take the win- 
ter off during the South 
African tour and rest up 
before the second half of 
his career began at 30. 

Thorpe received a lot 
of criticism from people 
who should have known 
better when he “let the 
side down” as they had it 
by staying at home with 
his family. He also felt that 


he owed it to his family to 
spend a lot of time with 
them after years of tour- 
ing when, as sometimes 
happens in the scandal- 
driven British tabloids, a 
whiff of bad behaviour 
threw the Thorpe career 
off course. 

“When his break was 
over, he was not auto- 
matically put back into the 
England team, although 
he was also going to find 
his place again,” Lloyd 
remembers. ”And when 
he got back he was like a 
fish out of water for a 
while. He had to work it 
all out again. to find his 
feet again and to feel 
he was part of the 
dressing room. 

“But now that 
has happened and 
you can see the ben- 
efits he has obtained 
by that break. There 
is a freshness about 
his play now that was 
missing in the sum- 
mer before the South 
Africa tour. He took 
a sensible decision 
and now he is at the 
pinnacle of his career 
and the most impor- 
tant batsman in the 
England line-up.” 

This winter has 
shown the best of 
Thorpe. He began in 
the first Test against 
Pakistan at Lahore 
with a remarkable 
century that demon- 
strated his patience, 
his skill and his lack 
of concern about 
personal glory. 


N. SRIDHARAN 


of his powers: 


By the time he reached 
his century, Thorpe had 
hit only one four - there 
were only two in his 118 
— but it was a key factor 
in the team’s rise and rise. 

He had another 79 in 
the second Test which was 
a draw like the first but 
in the second innings of 
the third and last Test he 
rose above everything else 
— bad light. wearing pitch. 
bad feeling from the oppo- 
sition — to ensure that 
England made four runs 
an over in darkness that 
would have brought an 
action under the Factories 
Act if some _ heartless 
employer had imposed it 
on his workers. 

His undefeated 64 and 
his stand of 71 with 
Graeme Hick not only won 
the match but showed the 
sort of bulldog defiance 
for which England used to 
be famous. 

He listened without 
any comment to the com- 
plaints and criticisms of 
the Pakistani captain 
Moin Khan until right at 
the end. “Too dark is it, 
mate?" he asked. “Well. 
you re just going to have 
to put up with it because 
we re not going off.” 

No wonder he was 
grinning fit to split his face 
open when I caught up 
with him in the hotel after- 
wards. He has an entirely 
inappropriate giggle when 
he is excited and that night 
he could not stop. 

“Lovely result — and 
did we need it.’ he said. 
“I think we're getting bet- 
ter. don't you?” Nota word 
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TRUE CONFESSIONS — PAuL FEIN 


HEY SAY CONFESSION is good for the soul. 

That's good because tennis stars confess a 

lot. [t’s also good for their legions of fans who 
are ready to empathise with them and forgive their 
sins. Of course, some confessions are so shocking or 
silly that they serve as juicy grist for critics. 

So. without further ado, let’s get right to the 
most poignant quotes that may change the way you 
think about the players you love or loathe. 

In 2000 after having taken a course in media 
relations, Martina Hingis made a rare public con- 
fession about behaving like a spoiled brat in the 
1999 French Open final. “I did things I should not 
have done. But people make mistakes, especially at 
iny age. when you feel you are so smart. but in fact 
you are an asshole,’ confided one of the sassy spice 
girls of tennis. 

Another spice girl apparently had a compulsion 
to set the record straight on something enquiring 
minds wanted to know. Anna Kournikova, then 18, 
disclosed: 

“Tam still a virgin. I do not let anyone have even 
a peep in my bed.” That revelation elicited skepticism 
from the over-30 set, but it only encouraged pubes- 
cent males who make the Russian Lolita the 
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most-downloaded and web-sighted athlete on the 
Internet. 

Tall. dark and handsome Mark Philippoussis, then 
22. let the cat out of the bag and deterred female 
admirers when he confided: “I don't want a girl- 
friend right now. They’re hard work and they're very 
dangerous.” 

Andre Agassi wasn’t always the singleminded 
workhorse that has grinded out four major titles since 
he turned 29. Back in May 1992, two months before 
he captured his first Grand Slam crown at Wimbledon, 
Andre confessed: “My accomplishments do not live 
up to my tennis game. Most people have to work 
really hard and win some big matches, and then 
they get money and popularity. For me it has been 
the reverse of everybody else. The exact opposite.” 

Four years, two more Slam titles and a $100 mil- 
lion Nike contract later, the education of Andre Agassi 


was progressing 
I have taken off 


some years that I 


rather gradually, as 
he admitted. “Even 
though I’m on a 
salary, I still don’t 
have a comprehen- 
sion of what the real 


have spent a lot of 
nights regretting. 
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world functions like.” And dazzling everyone with 
Australian, Indian Wells and Ericsson Open titles in 
early 2001 at nearly 31 prompted the still-haunted 
American to confide, “I have taken off some years 
that I have spent a lot of nights regretting.” 

No one captured the paradox of fame better than 
Patrick Rafter. After winning his second U.S. Open 
in 1998, the Aussie hero revealed, “When you haven't 
got it, you really want it; when you have it, you real- 
ly don't want it.” 

A decade earlier, French star Yannick Noah, who 
also got more celebrity worship than he bargained 
for, said: “Becoming a champion, one learns many 
things, but nobody teaches you how to deal with the 
sudden glory.” This sensitive soul dealt with it by 
fleeing fame in the City of Lights for anonymity in 
the city that never sleeps. 

Disillusionment also hit Mats Wilander just when 
he least expected it. “All my career I had dreamed of 
being number one. But when I finally achieved it (in 
1988) and the initial excitement wore off, I felt noth- 
ing,’ he recalled. “I had no sense of elation or pride. 
I was the world champion but so what? It got to the 
stage where I got more satisfaction out of cutting 
the grass than playing tennis.” 

Coaching during matches is illegal on the pro tour, 
but that doesn’t deter zealous coaches. “Over the 
years I’ve probably broken the (coaching) rules more 
than anyone else,” Nick Bollettieri confessed in 1989. 
You ve got to hand it to this controversial coach. At 
least he's honest about his dishonesty. And shame- 
less, too. But whatever happened to the concept of 
working within the system to change a rule one 
considers unfair or wrongheaded? 

Another coaching culprit came clean, albeit 
unapologetically, in her autobiography. “If Betty 
(Stove. her coach) has something to say, I need to 
be able to digest her coded message,” wrote four- 
time Slam champion Hana Mandlikova. 

Coaching is an illegal practice during a match, 
but everyone does it. It’s just that some do it smarter 
than others. 


In her 1983 autobiography Billie Jean King fessed 


up to something even more serious: “You may be 
shocked and I won't name the match, because I 
don't want to deprive my opponent of anything, but 
{ absolutely tanked the final of a Grand Slam tour- 
nament once.” Say it ain't so, Billie Jean! Could a 
competitor so feared — Chris Evert once revealed she 
never looked at Billie Jean during changovers because 
she didn t want to be intimidated — do such a thing? 
[ am shocked. Maybe the icon of icons just had a 
bad hair day. 

But, hey, no one’s perfect. Certainly not John 


b 


“When you haven’t got it, 


you really want tt; 


when you have it, you 
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Sume peopie love being a star. 
I'm not one of those people. 
Considering she possesses such 
stylish and eflective strokes, 


McEnroe. Reconsidering his 
turbulent career in 1995, an 
older and wiser(?) McEnroe 
confided, “I would have loved 


"I was never that cold inside. 


It was always an act — an 


it sometimes if an umpire or act I came to perfect — fyt Lindsay is overly sell-critical. 

linesman had just said. Look. Over the hill and near retire- 
piss olf. you little shit. Maybe an act just the same. It was ment, McEnroe lamented, “I 
they should have had more . want to be remembered as a 
of a goat me.” Talk ischeap. | part of My Armoury. I felt if great player, but I guess it will 


be as a player who got angry 
on a tennis court.’ 


Mac. Are you saying that alter 
being one of the worst- 
behaved athletes of the a Like President Bill Clinton. 
century. all you really need- what I was thinking, how I Mac had a golden opportunity 


ed was a bit of tough love? was really feeling inside, to leave favourable last impres- 
You cannot be seeerious! sions after a checkered career, 


Arthur Ashe. the con- {| then I was invincible. ~ but both blew it. 
summate sporting gentleman, 
once divulged a secret desire. 
‘| would like to go out on the 
court for one match and be 
« complete jerk. It would be 
extremely out of character for 
me, but it would be interest- 
ing to experience what it’s 
like.” The legendary Ashe 
trash-talking and _ racket- 
throwing? It actually might 
have done him some good, 
though. Ashe’s _ brother, 
Johnny, and others who knew 
him well, have speculated that 
his heart problems were 
caused by his repressing his 
feelings. 

Bjorn Borg, renowned for 
his extreme stoicism on court 
during his extraordinary 1 1- 
Slam winning career, 
unloaded a bombshell in 
1998 when he confessed, “I 
was never that cold inside. It 
was always un act — an act | 
came to perfect — but an act 
just the same. It was part of 
my armoury. I felt if my oppo- 
nents did not know what I 
was thinking, how I was real- 
ly feeling inside, then I was 
invincible.” Boy, he sure had 
the tennis world fooled. 

Issues of self-esteem often 
elicit powerful confessions. In 
1998. even after losing 25 
pounds, towering (6° 2-1/2") 
Lindsay Davenport said, “The 
other night I saw myself on 
TV and ran out of the room. 


my opponents did not know 
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Thomas Muster, whose killer instinct on court 
far surpassed his people skills and left him unpopu- 
lar among his peers, confided: “I can look at myself 
in the mirror and know Im a fair competitor on 


every surface and not a bad 
guy out there. But people nev- 
er believe me.” 

Way back in the 1950s. leg- 
endary champion Pancho 
Gonzales, the child of Mexican 
immigrants, explained why he 
shied away from parties: “At a 
cocktail party I was like an olive 
that found its way into a glass 
of bourbon. In short, I was a 
misfit.” Now that’s real can- 
dor from a proud man who 
envied the social graces and 
sophistication of many of his 
well-bred fellow players. 

Some superstars disdain 
the limelight. while others have 
mixed feelings about it. “I nev- 
er wished to live this life. I just 
wanted to play tennis, not to 
become a public person,” 
revealed 22-time Grand Slam 
winner Steffi Graf. “That is why 
[ can be quite bitchy towards 
people.” Perhaps retirement 
and romancing Agassi will 
bring out Steffi's sunnier side. 

Larger-than-life 1920s 
great Big Bill Tilden, an enig- 
matic bundle of contradictions, 
confided: “I can stand crowds 
only when I am working in 
front of them, but then I love 
them.” 

Child prodigies and their 
ambitious parents provide the 
backdrop for telling confes- 
sions. “I really got into tennis 
so I could get a million dol- 
lars.” frankly admitted Richard 
Williams. the controversial 
father-coach of Venus and 
Serena. in 1998. “I didn’t have 
the right motives in the begin- 
ning at all. I was just like any 
other (tennis) parent then.” 
Williams, a Louisiana share- 
croppers son who _ picked 
cotton as a boy, today orches- 
trates adynamic duo who have 


already amassed more than_ ¢ 
$100 million dollars in prize . 


‘The other night I saw 
myself on TV and ran out 
of the room. Some people 
love being a star. I’m not 


one of those people. 


money and endorsement contracts. 

Dr. Paul Berger, the father of world top-tenner 
Jay Berger, had a far different background from 
Richard Williams but a similar mentality. “You feel 


like a big shot if your kid is num- 
ber one,’ Berger revealed in the 
1992 book. Tough Draw. “The 
parents get very involved. I don't 
care what the other parents say. 
The parents have a lot of expec- 
tations with their kids in tennis. 
If they tell you differently, that's 
a lot of bull.” 

One of tennis’ first teen 
queens, France's legendary 
Suzanne Lenglen, paid a high 


price for the pressure her well-mean- 
ing, but Svengali-like father heaped 
on her to succeed. After turning pro- 
fessional in 1926, Lenglen graphically 
confided: “The nightmare is over. [ have 
escaped from bondage and slavery. No 
one can order me about any longer to 
play tournaments for the benefit of club 
owners. Now I will be able to make some money, 
have some fun and see the world.” 

The saddest confession comes from Jennifer 
Capriati, a teenage burnout victim. At her personal 
nadir in 1994, she said: “I really was not happy with 
myself, my tennis. my life. my parents, my coaches, 
my friends.... When I looked in the mirror, I actual- 
ly saw this distorted image: I was so ugly and fat. I 
just wanted to kill myself, really.” Now 25, she hap- 
pily conquered her demons and rebounded to win 
her first Grand Slam title at the 2001 Australian Open 
with impressive victories over Monica Seles, Davenport 
and Hingis. 

Profound emotions produce telling confessionals 
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“Tl never wished to live 
this life. I just wanted 


to play tennis, not to 


become a public person. 


from even the most tough- 
minded competitors. “It’s not 
easy for me to live with, 
knowing that I'm Number 1 
because she was attacked,” 
Graf said in 1994, referring 
to her former archrival, Seles, 
who was stabbed in the back 
a year earlier and was still 
off the pro tour. 

Croatia's power-hitting 
Mirjana Lucic, who fled her 
physically abusive father and 
went with her siblings and 
mother to America in 1998, 
exposed exploitation of 
young players on_ the 
women's tour when she 
revealed: “It’s not just my 
case. I know it is still going 
on with a lot of other play- 
ers. It's just not right. A lot 
of players say the same 
things happen to them.” 

Chris Evert may have 
been dubbed The Ice Maiden 
for her stoical on-court 
demeanor, but she merely hid 
her emotions. On Evonne 
Goolagong, her immensely 
popular 1970s rival, Evert 
once revealed: “I never 
resented the fact that the 
crowds were for Evonne. But 
I was envious and wanted 
to shout, Don't you know I'm 
feeling something inside?’ 

Great moral and politi- 
cal issues hit some players 
hard. In 1999, King confid- 
ed, “I hada hard time playing 
tennis during (the) Vietnam 
(War). It really upset me.” 

How much the war affected King’s results is prob- 
lematical, however, since it lasted more than a decade 
and coincided with her brilliant career. 

Becoming a teenaged German icon overnight fol- 
lowing his incredible 1985 Wimbledon triumph made 
Boris Becker almost paranoid. In 1991, he disclosed: 
“It became 24 hours a day. When I slept, I suspect- 
ed a secret camera under the sheet. The more | worked 
to live up to my nationalistic obligations, the more 
harassed I became. It’s tough to handle at age 23. 
but much harder at 17 or 18.” 

Life has proved quite adventurous for Martina 
Navratilova ever since she defected from the former 
Czechoslovakia as an 18-year-old rising star in 1975. 


Apparently it became dangerous, too. In 1991 she 
revealed to a British newspaper: “I used to carry a 
gun with me on tour because of the IRA threat (to 
kidnap me).” 

Some confessions are far less earth-shattering. 
Last year Fernando Vicente, a 23-year-old Spaniard 
ranked in the top 50, admitted that he stole Andre 
Agassi's T-shirt and Goran Ivanisevic’s racket from 
locker rooms when he was a mischievous teenager. 
And in 1999, Alexandra Stevenson told Barbara 
Walters on the 20/20 programme that she was 18 
and had never been kissed. With a fetching smile. 
she added, “So any cute guys out there who want 
to date me, go ahead and call me.” 

You can't help but like humble and honest con- 
fessions from down-to-earth Australians. When asked 
in 1999 about his status as a sex symbol, Rafter 
replied, “Would you complain if the chicks wanted 
to go after you? It’s nice having that image. 
I remember when women wouldn t look twice 
at me.” He added that American women treat- 
ed him with the most indifference. 

Another fair dinkum Aussie, all-time great 
Rod Laver, also gets high marks for honesty 
when he admitted, “I didn’t find out who 
were the best (players) until I turned pro and 
had my brains beaten out for 
six months at the start of 1963.” 
Laver, who had captured the 
Grand Slam as an amateur in 
1962, lost 21 of his first 23 pro 
matches against Ken Rosewall 
and Lew Hoad. 

Occasionally players actual- 
ly confess they’d like to speak 
more candidly, but they just can't 
pull the trigger. For example, last 
year Tim Henman, a proper Brit, 
explained to the media why he 
hedged: “There are times I'd love 
to be honest, but most of the 
time I have to give the right 
answer rather than the truthful 
one. [ know you want more sub- 
stance, but it has backfired on 
me before.” 

Choking is a subject few 
world-class players enjoy talk- 
ing about. But Pete Sampras, 
having squandered six match 
points before finally beating 
Gustavo Kuerten 6-1, 6-7, 7-6, 
7-6 in the 2000 Ericsson Open 
final, made a clean breast of it. 
“My nerves were getting the best 
of me.” admitted the greatest 
player who ever lived. “It hap- 
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pens to everybody. Anybody who says they don't 
choke, they're lying.” 

Before I forget, sex symbol Kournikova has some- 
thing else she wants to get off her chest — and it's 
not her no bounce bra. “Boyfriends have to under- 
stand me, and my needs ... and my strict regimen. | 
go to bed at 10 at night, and no later, unless I'm 
playing in a tournament. And | shower four times a 
day, after training and matches,” she informs us. I've 
duly noted all that, Anna, just in case I make the 
cut. And I do appreciate your shower frequency 
since cleanliness is a virtue. 

But what about the fabulous Williams sisters? 
The truth is, Venus and Serena don't do confessions. 
After all, as Serena last year said: “We're strong, we re 
very strong. We’re making it happen in different ways. 
We're bringing in new power. We can run fast, we 
can jump high, we can last. We have it all.” @ 


“You may be shocked and I won’t name the 
match, because I don’t want to deprive my 
opponent of anything, but I absolutely tanked 
the final of a Grand Slam tournament once. 
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TENNIS /ERICSSON OPEN 


Anare Agassi s record 


VHE Ericsson Open may have 
4 begun on a Wednesday but the 
tournament really only started on 
the first Friday as the household 
names began to make their first 


appearances. 

There is a very real need for 
tennis’ administrative bodies to look 
at the events where there is a 96 
draw. The size of the draw is some- 
thing like being stuck in no-man’s 
land — it is neither here nor there. 


NW 


Champion Andre Agassi exults, whereas the runner up 


draw. it could still be completed as 


CRAIG GABRIEL 


The fact that 32 players are seed- 
ed and these 32 players are given 
first round byes, does not help the 
promotion of the sport. It is these 
players the public are paying to see 
and get excited about but the fact 
that the tournament has not got a 
name player to rest its hat on the 
first two days, does not help the pro- 
motion of tennis. 

If the tournament wenttoa 128 
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Jan-Michael Gambill (facing page) grimaces. 


an eleven day tournament, or even 
twelve, if there is a definite desire 
to start on a Wednesday, and it 
would enable a few of the bigger 
names to be showcased on those 
first two days. Either that or cut 
the draw to 64. But that is cer- 
tainly not going to happen as it 
would cut players’ jobs. Whatever 
the scenario, no player should have 
a first round bye. they should be 
playing every round. 


— 
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Agassi proved too good for Gambill in the final. 
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setting fourth title 


The Ericsson Open promotes 
itself as the fifth major but really a 
Start to matches, as was the case 
this year. does not help the cause. 
It is not a good advertisement for 
the sport or for a tournament at this 
level. Sure no one player, or 32 for 
that matter, is bigger than the sport, 
but the standard of player in the 
first two days equalled that of a good 
World Series level tournament. 

There is an indication that the 
big names don’t want to play so ear- 
ly. Well they happen to be 
professionals and should be on 
court. this is not holiday time. 

Tournament Chairman Butch 
Buchholz, the man who created this 
event 17 years ago acknowledges 
there is a problem and that they 
need to go back to the two players’ 
offices. the ATP and the WTA Tour 
to discuss. He says it is player dri- 
ven and he would be more than 
happy to have those bigger names 
on the courts the first two days. 
There were more people watching 
the practice courts on those two 
days than there were watching 
matches... because the stars were 
out there, hitting balls. 

“It costs us revenue,” said 
Buchholz. “The tours told us the 
(big name) players did not want to 
play and would rather a later start.” 
There is one day between the end 
of the Adidas Internationa] and 
the start of the Australian Open. 
There is one day between the end 
of the World Team Championship 
in Dusseldorf and the start of Roland 
Garros in Paris. There is a mere 
two week gap going from the red 
clay of Roland Garros to the grass 
at Wimbledon and there is no time 
between the end of the U.S. Open 
lead-ups to the beginning of that 
event. 

So if that is their only legiti- 
mate reason. then the Ericsson Open 


and any other tournament of that 
size should be cut to a 64 draw — 
that would then give the players 
enough time to rest if that is their 
concern. 

But it became a tournament that 


continued to open the door for 
young American players. [t was a 
week that the Williams family, in 
particular Venus and Serena s father 
Richard, used to voice their views 
that racism exists in tennis. As 
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Lindsay Davenport, who was forced 
to retire against Elena Dementieva 
in the quarterfinals because of a 
leg injury, put it, it has not affect- 
ed the players but it “does cast a 
negative shadow over women’s ten- 
nis when we are doing a lots of 
positive stories. 

The tournament before the 
Ericsson Open, the Tennis Masters 
Series Indian Wells saw Venus 
Williams pull out of the semifinals 
ten minutes before she was due to 
play her sister Serena. When Serena 
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played the final she was booed and 
jeered and so was her father and 
sister. Richard provoked the crowd 
as well by giving the black power 
salute. He claimed racist slurs were 
hurled at him but there was no evi- 
dence to suggest it. He even hurled 
criticism at TV commentators and 
former players Pam Shriver and 
Mary-Joe Fernandez for not siding 
with the Williams family on their 
coverage. But after all their job is 
to report or comment on what is 
happening — probably not an issue 


REUTERS 


Eighteen-year-old Andy Roddick 
stunned Pete Sampras in 
straight sets. 


with Richard Williams. 

Bart Maguire, the CEO of the 
Sanex WTA Tour made a statement 
in the discussions he had had with 
Williams senior there had been no 
mention of racism. The topic of 
discussion was essentially relating 
to match-fixing, now that’s just not 
cricket, which had raised its ugly 
head after allegations that Richard 
Williams tells which daughter to 
lose if they were playing each oth- 
er. But the fact that racism was not 
an issue, led most to believe it was 
fabrication and Richard Williams 
was looking for publicity which he 
cherishes. 

“T think they just kind of turned 
it into a circus act (racism). Whether 
it is, [don’t know,” said Davenport, 
one of the more respected and artic- 
ulate players in women’s tennis. 
“Richard seem to be the one that 
causes all this commotion and I| 
don't know if he does it on purpose 
or not. It just seems like he likes to 
say things to get a rise out of peo- 
ple and the press. 

“Treally don’t think that the girls 
have much to do with it. I think it 
is just that he talks and then they 
have to deal with the consequences 
which is a little unfortunate.” 

The public get up against them 
and boo the Williams family not 
because of racism, it is because of 
their attitude and behaviour. They 
rub everyone up the wrong way and 
colour is not the issue. Arthur Ashe 
was not booed. Zina Garrison was 
not booed. Lori McNeil was not 
booed. John McEnroe was booed. 
Jimmy Connors was booed. Martina 
Hingis was vehemently booed. In 
Case you wondered, yes tennis was 
played on Key Biscayne and there 
was some damn good stuff as well 
once the event got over its first two 
days. 

And Venus Williams became the 
second woman to win the Ericsson 
Open three or more times, placing 
herself in the company of Steffi Graf 
as the only other. Williams, winner 
of the title in 1998 and 1999, sur- 


vived an incredible eight match 
points to come back and beat 
Jennifer Capriati in the final 4-6, 
6-1, 7-6. 

For two and a half sets it was a 
bit of a disappointing final, in fact 
to be totally blunt it was a hor- 
rendous tennis. It was a match 
riddled with service breaks which 
were almost chronic, 18 in total 
for the match, while the rate of dou- 
ble faults was almost like a disease 
— between the two players there 
were 27 of them. 

However. from halfway through 
the final set the match became bril- 
liant and the crowd was given their 
money's worth. For eight games the 
contest was worthy of being called 
a final. 

Twice Capriati served for the 
match. The first time was at 5-4 and 
she had three match points, the next 
occasion was at 6-5 and there were 
another five. Williams would just 
keep on playing the ball, showing 
no fear as she went for the returns. 
It certainly paid off. In the tiebreak, 


a 


(ee 
‘O55 ; irl = 


three or more times. 


eee FE 


Wee i 
iS 


Williams jumped to a 6/1 lead, 
Capriati cut the advantage back to 
6/6 but after a short rally she net- 
ted a forehand to surrender the 
title after two hours 24 minutes. 

“I guess there is a first for every- 
thing (saving so many match 
points). She missed a few shots and 
I was able to stay in there,“ said 
Williams. “I was back in it again. I 
just kept getting back in it some way 
or another. Then. I had breakpoints 
and kind of ruined those, but I was 
just really trying to just take advan- 
tage of my opportunities and 
eventually I was able to.” 

Capriati meanwhile put it down 
to the fact that she did not have 
the luck riding with her —- it was 
just so close. Capriati, however, 
remained upbeat even though she 
was disappointed at coming with- 
in a point of the year’s second big 
championship. 

“It was all positive. being so 
close,” she said. “I don't think like 
I played my best tennis. I think the 
conditions were really, really tough 


out there. The wind and then the 
sun and being on one side. you 
know, it was same for both. But the 
next time for sure I will take advan- 
tage more. | will learn a lot from 
this match.” 

Williams never believed that she 
was going to lose the match. When 
she was facing all those match 
points she just kept telling herself 
what to do, remembering what her 
father had said to her — “look at 
the ball, stay down, hit your top- 
spin, turn your hips”. 

Venus had turned the tables on 
Martina Hingis in the semis. It was 
the second consecutive event where 
she had not gone past the semis 
while prior to that she had reached 
the final of every event she played 
since the US Open. Williams had 
been thrashed by Hingis at the 
Australian Open 6-1, 6-1, this time 
she handed out the damage 6-3, 7- 
6. It was only the second time 

Venus had beaten her in straight 
sets. Capriati had knocked off Serena 
Williams 6-1, 7-6 in the quarters 
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and then Elena Dementieva in the 
semis for the loss of two games. If 
only Capriati had converted one of 
those eight match points she would 
have been only the third player to 
beat the Williams sisters at the same 
tournament. 

It brought to an end an event- 
ful couple of weeks for Venus 
Williams. The controversies of 
Indian Wells that spilled over to 
Miami but she said she was able 
to remain focused. 

“I was just able to hang in 
through it all. through all my tough 
matches. through any ridiculous 
comments or questions that I had 
to face and things move on. Time 
moves on, things pass,“ said 
Williams. 

Andre Agassi says he feels old 
when he sees mousse in his oppo- 
nent’s hair. At 30 Agassi became 
the oldest player to win the Ericsson 
Open men’s title and in doing so he 
also made it a record setting fourth 
victory. In fact the only player to 
have won more is his other half. 
Miss Graf. who has five. 

The final against Jan-Michael 
Gambill, with his slicked hair, was 
close in just one set. the first and 
when Agassi managed to clinch the 
tiebreak, after the two players 
exchanged a service break each, it 
was all one way traffic for Agassi. 
In one hour 50 minutes he charged 
through for his third title of the sea- 
son. 7-6, 6-1, 6-0. 

The year is just getting better 
and better for Agassi who has now 
won the Australian Open. the Tennis 
Masters Series Indian Wells and 
the Ericsson Open and he is the 
first player since Pete Sampras in 
1994 to win all three in one swoop. 
Agassi s win/loss record for 2001, 
up to the end of the Ericsson Open 
is 22-2, his best since 1995 when 
it was 29-2 to the same stage. 

“T still contend that while this 
is a great place to be right now, I 
need to make good decisions with 
my schedule and I need to make 
sure that physically, | am at my 
best going into the most ones and 
I feel like I have done that smart 
three times this year,” said Agassi. 
“You can play better than this and 
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not win and I just hope that I con- 
tinue to be at my best and make 
somebody play well to beat me and 
get a little lucky every now and 
then.’ Gambill tried to get himself 
into the match but Agassi was just 
too brilliant. The returns were flicked 
away for winners. The shots were 
explosive and time and again 
Gambill was left in distress, shak- 
ing his head _ in frustration. 

“I don't think anybody in the 
world could have beaten him, the 
way he was playing.” said Gambill. 
“IT am not going to say I am the 
smartest player in the world, I have 
alot to learn. but I tried a few things 
out there. 

“I was having a little trouble 
with the sun in my eyes on one of 
those sides. No free points. He made 
a lot of returns, he played smart 
tennis. Andre knows how to play 
me better than anybody right now.” 

The hot and very windy condi- 
tions were right up Agassi's alley, 
plus they were playing on a medi- 
um paced hard court, well he just 
could not ask for anything more. 
“That was what we dealt with here,” 
said Agassi about the conditions. 
“T feel like in windy conditions you 
have a number of things. You have 
to have good, short footwork. so you 
have to adjust. You have to have a 
big wheel house so that if the ball 
does move you still can take a swing 
at it. 

“On top of it all you have to 
have good concentration and | 
believe all those things are some of 
my strengths. It is good conditions 
for me. But definitely conditions that 
drop the standard of play.” 

The victory was Agassi’s sixth 
from eight matches with Gambill. 
The victory also gave Agassi his 
twelfth Tennis Masters Series title, 
which is more than any other man. 
Asked if he needed a warehouse to 
store all the crystal trophies he 
has collected. Agassi, who earned 
$444,000, said: “Why do you need 
a warehouse when you have got a 
Dad. My Dad loves them.” Andy 
Roddick may say he is “not a hero 
and not the President” but he did 
become the star of the event. even 
though he feels all he did was win 


a good tennis match and he is noth- 
ing special. Well Andy Roddick has 
been touted for sometime as being 
the future of American men’s ten- 
nis, the world number one junior 
from 2000 showed why so many 
observers in the game have been 
talking him up. including Pete 
Sampras. 

Roddick, who was just one year 
old the first time this event was 
staged. went from being almost 
famous to being a gladiator as he 
became the first player 18 years or 
younger, since 1991, to _ beat 
Sampras with a stunning display 
of power house tennis. Sampras was 
left shell-shocked. 

It was a match played on the 
day of the Academy Awards. the 
only bigger upset would have been 
if Julia Roberts had not won the 
Oscar for Best Actress. 

But it was Roddick's day. He 
played such mature tennis. The win- 
ner of the Australian Open and US 


“| don’t think like | played my best 
tennis, | think the conditions were 
really, really tough out there. I will 
learn a lot from this match,” said 
Jennifer Capriati after losing the final. 


Open juniors last year was right on 
the money with pretty much all he 
touched. There was a moment when 
Sampras broke Roddick's devastat- 
ing serve in the first set. but the 
teenager was untazed and main- 
tained his focus. 

Both Sampras and Andre Agassi 
have had a lot to say that is very 
positive about Roddick and both 
have taken time to either talk to him 
with encouragement, or practice 
with him. Roddick along with Mardy 
Fish and Taylor Dent, who lost to 
Agassi the night before. could be 
the players that will push one anoth- 
er, just as Sampras, Chang. Agassi 
and Courier did for one another 
when they were making the break- 
through in the last 80's and early 
9()'s. 

In fact. Agassi is so interested 
in Roddick's progress that during a 
rain delay in a later round, he went 
and spoke to Roddick on what 
course of action to take while play- 


ing Andrei Pavel. “He was making 
me play quite a bit, hitting a lot of 
low volleys and didn't miss much.” 
said Sampras. “He was just swing- 
ing away and having fun. That's 
always the case when youre Start- 
ing out. 

“He's got a big game and hes 
got a big serve. He's serving con- 
sistently in the 1 30's (mph) and 
making them. That's pretty tough 
to play against. You put that with 
his returns and the way he was 
hitting his groundies, I mean, he 
was kind of on fire out there.” The 
centre court was packed to near 
capacity and Roddick had never 
played before such a huge crowd, 
but still he felt “pretty loose” and 
remained focused on the points and 
not what was going on around him. 
He said he had worked very hard 
over the last couple of weeks lead- 
ing into this match because he had 
been disappointed with his effort 
at a tournament in Delray Beach 


not far from his home at Boca Raton. 

“That the first top ten player I've 
beaten,” said Roddick. “He's prob- 
ably the greatest player of all time. 
so I made a statement to myself. | 
think I gained some confidence. 

“I knew I had to serve well and 
I was focused on holding serve as 
much as possible. I knew I wasn't 
going to get by just bunting returns 
and I had to go for something. You 
have to win the game on Pete's serve, 
he's not just going to hand it over. 
I went out there with the mind frame 
to just go for it. ] had nothing to 
lose so it was easy to go for shots.” 

In the quarterfinals Roddick’s 
run was stopped by Lleyton Hewitt 
who was really pumped up for the 
match, 6-3, 6-2. In turn Gambill. 
who had lost to Hewitt the previ- 
ous year at the Ericsson. in the 
quarterfinals. struck back and 
reached the biggest tinal of his 
career 7-5, 6-4. 

Hewitt will be ruing the fact that 
he sent a smash directly back to Jan- 
Michael Gambill in the tenth game 
of the first set of their semifinal. 
Hewitt was in fact serving for the 
first set. at 5-4 and 30-0, he allowed 
an overhead to bounce and sent il 
to the forehand of the American's 
racquet. Gambill connected perfectly 
and rifled the ball back with inter- 
est passing Hewitt in the blink of 
an eye. Hewitt went on to lose his 
serve with a double fault. 

Hewitt saw the match as one of 
lost opportunities. He broke at the 
start of the second set then hand- 
ed that back and had several more 
break opportunities but each time 
Gambill would lift his level of play 
and hang in. 

The Australian 20-year-old felt 
extremely unlucky with the match 
and the smash which began to turn 
things was something he felt was 
“soing to happen one in a million” 
limes. 

The year’s tournament was the 
first time since the very first tour- 
nament was played in 1985 that 
all four singles finalists - men and 
women — were Americans. Back in 
1985 it was Tim Mayotte. Scott 
Davis, Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert. @ 
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TENNIS /ITF MASTERS 


Qureshi makes most 


NANDAKUMAR MARAR 


IVER MARACH did 

10t stay on to com- 
plete the four-course 
meal. Having feasted on 
the offerings when the 
first three helpings were 
being served, the 
Austrian left immediate- 
ly after losing in the 
semifinal stage of the 
International Tennis 
Federation's Satellite 
Circuit 2001 Masters 
event. His first defeat 
after 10 consecutive vic- 
tories spread over four 
weeks in India. Was the 
top seed shocked by this 
unexpected loss to make 
such a hasty exit? 

Marach had a solid 
reason for leaving. 
Having already assured 
himself of 35 ATP 
points, he was more con- 
cerned about getting 
physically fit and men- 
tally fresh for the next 
stop on the circuit for 
these tennis travellers — 
a Satellite tournament in 
Rome, Italy. 

“IT want to go below 
250 by picking up points 
at Rome. Then | have a 
chance of playing the 
French Open qualifiers. 
I also have a car waiting 
for me promised by my 
sponsor,’ said this tennis 
pro from the Austrian 
city of Graz. 


ATUL KAMBLE 
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Aisam Qureshi did not 
exert much to win the 
title. “The Masters win, 
coming on the heels of the 
Pune leg final, shows my 
tennis is getting back on 
track,” said the Pakistani. 
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of Marach’s absence 


ATUL KAMBLE 


He has two sponsors, 
UTA and AMV, who pro- 
vide financial support on 
his way up the ATP lad- 
der in return of 30 per 
cent of his winnings once 
he goes below 200. 


Tero Vilen and Lauri Kiiski with the doubles trophy. 


So this cultured 20- 
year-old with an unique 
javelin throw _ serve 
action, punishing 
groundstrokes and an 
unshakeable faith in his 
abilities, came to a weary 


end one match away 
from the final of the ITF 
Masters in Mumbai. 
The shock of seeing 
mighty Marach coming 
to a tame end, seeking 
medical attention for his 
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right shoulder and then 
making too many errors 
for his own good against 
touring partner Ivan 
Vajda of Croatia, has to 
be viewed as_ the 
Austrian’s explanation 
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that he was mentally fin- 
ished with the India tour. 
“Everyone is feeling the 
strain and want to go 
home. 

“IT did not want to 
worsen the shoulder 
problem and risk missing 
the Satellite in Italy and 
a possible place in the 
French Open qualifiers.” 

With the 20-year 
Graz resident taking a 
bow before the final act 
ended, Pakistan's Aisam 
Oureshi seized the oppor- 
tunity to take 
centrestage, beating Ivan 
Vajda 6-4, 7-5 for the ITF 
Masters men’s singles 
crown. He was expected 
a crack at Marach. to 
avenge the Pune leg final 
loss, but it was Vajda who 
bore the brunt. “I lost to 
Marach at Pune by only 
this much," said the 
smooth-moving 
Pakistani, signalling with 
his thumb and forefinger 
the distance separating 
the Austrian and him. 

Oureshi climbed to 
the second spot in the 
Masters points list, with 
27 ATP points behind 
Marach’'s 35. It was fit- 
ting reward for this 
Lahore-based player, now 
back to the Satellite cir- 
cuit after a back injury 
forced a drop in the ATP 
rankings from 270 to 
320. “The Masters win, 
coming on the heels of 
the Pune leg final, shows 
my tennis is getting back 
on track,” said the 
Pakistani, looking for- 
ward to training sessions 
with Briton Shaun Cole. 
“IT have been with him 
since 1998, sometimes 
going over to England to 
practise or he comes to 
Lahore. and it is proving 
beneficial. He _ travels 
with me to events which 
is of great help.” 


Cole stayed back in 
England for personal rea- 
sons while Oureshi 
slogged out four weeks in 
India, but the Pakistani's 
attitude and aptitude in 
the closing stages of the 
ITF Satellite Circuit, espe- 
cially in the third leg at 
Pune and the Masters in 
Mumbai when _— the 
Europeans’ wilted, is 
proof of the promise 
shown as a junior com- 
ing to the fore. “I was one 
of the top juniors, tour- 
ing with the ITF junior 
squad in 1997 to 
England. Belgium, 
Germany and Hungary. 
Now the Masters victo- 
ry will help me get into 
senior events and hope- 
fully get more support 
from sponsors. Asian 
juniors suffer most 
because of lack of expo- 
sure and touring and 
playing in Europe on 
your own is very costly.” 
said the Mumbai Masters 
singles champion. 

“IT have beaten Andy 
Roddick (the current ten- 
nis sensation after a 


victory over Pere 
Sampras) in the Japan 
Super Junior 


Championship at Osaka. 
I beat him 6-2, 6-0 then 
and am still playing the 
Challengers and 
Satellites. 

He is playing against 
the big names after get- 
ting the right breaks, 
mainly through wild- 
cards on the European 
circuit which are not 
available to us. 

“Hopefully, the 
Masters victory will help 
me in this regard”. said 
Oureshi, grateful for the 


sponsorship support 
from ITF Pakistan 
International Airlines 


and his father. 
For Vajda it proved to 
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be a case of so near, yet 
so far. He lost to Marach 
in the Nagpur leg decider 
on clay, beat him on the 
Dr. G. A. Ranade hard- 
courts in Mumbai and 
came within sight of 
another title, only to be 
robbed off by a superior 
Oureshi. who served aces 
on the big points, like he 
has been doing right 
though the run-up to the 
Masters final, and dis- 
played soft hands at the 
net. The Croat who trains 
and travels along with 
Marach on the circuit. 
lacked the strokeplay to 
upset the intentions of 
the rampaging Pakistani. 

He can take pride in 


having stretched 
Qureshi, unlike Artem 
Derepasko, the other 


semifinalist who simply 
caved in. 

The bearded Russian, 
given top seeding in the 
first two legs, looked a 
pale shadow of the play- 
er every rival on the ITF 
circuit hoped to beat. 

He even lost the dou- 
bles final. in the company 
of fellow Russian Michail 
Elgin, but had enough till 
then in the first three legs 
to finish tops overall. 

India’s sole entry in 
the top five placings were 
the doubles pair of Nitin 
Kirtane and Sourav 
Panja, who reached the 
final at Pune, but could 
not capitalise on the 
advantage of home con- 
ditions against tennis 
travellers from different 
parts of the world, com- 
ing to India and 
surviving the March heat 
for the sake of a few ATP 
points. 

Romain Martens was 
the Tour Supervisor of 
the four-leg ITF Satellite 
Circuit 2001, with Nitin 
Kannamwar~ as_ the 


supervisor for chair 
umpires, assisted by 
three women chair 


umpires in Sheetal Iyer, 
Payal Kannamwar and 
Ritu Sethi. 

The ITF Masters was 
organised and conduct- 
ed by the Maharashtra 
State Lawn Tennis 
Association. 

The results: 

Men's singles final: 
Aisam Oureshi 
(Pakistan) bt Ivan Vajda 
(Croatia) 6-4, V5. 
Semifinals: A. Oureshi 
(Pak) bt Artem 
Derepasko (Russia) 6-3, 
6-1; I. Vajda (Cro) bt 
Oliver Marach (Austria) 
6-3, 6-4. 

Men’s doubles final: 
Lauri Kiiski/Tero Vilen 
(Finland) bt A. 
Derepasko/Michail Elgin 


(Russia) 6-4, 6-3: 
Semifinals: L. Kiiski/T. 
Vilen (Fin) bt 
Konstantinos 


Economidis/Nikos Rovas 
(Greece) 6-2, 7-6 (6); A. 
Derepasko/M. Elgin (Rus) 
bt Fred Hemmes (The 
Netherlands)/I. Vajda 
(Cro) 6-4, 6-0. 

Final points position: 

Men's singles (top 
five): 1. Oliver Marach 
(Aut) 35 ATP points, 2. 
Aisam Qureshi (Pak) 27, 
3. Artem Derepasko 
(Rus) 16, 4. Ivan Vajda 
(Croatia) 15, 5. Donovan 
September (South Africa) 
8. 

Men's doubles (top 


five): 1. Artem 
Derepasko/Michail Elgin 
(Rus) pe. De 
Konstantinos 

Economidis/Nikos Rovas 
(Gre) 27, 3. Lauri 
Kiiski/Tero Vilen 


(Finland) 19, 4. James 
Auckland/Simon Dickson 
(Great Britain) 15, 5. 
Nitin Kirtane/Sourav 
Panja (India) 14. & 
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Marachs winning 
streak continues 


HARRY DAVID 


LIVER MARACH's 

hunger to amass ATP 
points had driven the 19- 
year-old Austrian to 
capture titles in the three 
legs of the ITF men’s 
Satellite Circuit in 
Mumbai, Nagpur and 
Pune to help him enter 
the finals. 

While the top seed 
Artem  Derepasko of 
Russia was at the receiv- 
ing end in the first leg at 
Mumbai, it was the turn 
of the third seed Croatian 
Ivan Vajda to _ face 
Marachs wrath at 
Mumbai. The third leg at 
~Pune saw the Austrian 
vanquish Pakistani Aisam 
Oureshi 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

The Austrian could 
achieve all this after being 
laid low for three weeks 
by angina and a shoul- 
der problem. To quote his 
own words: “I am sorry. 
This may be perhaps the 
last time you will be see- 
ing me playing in your 
country. He is aiming to 
move into the top league. 

Marach. whose ATP 
ranking is 302 in world 
ranking, is aiming to go 
up to 225 and make it into 
the elite bunch of the top 
100 by this year end. The 
manner in which he 
began his quest for the 
title in this ITF men’s 
Satellite Circuit held at the 
Deccan Gymkhana Club. 
showed the hallmarks of 
a champion in the mak- 
ing. 


On his way to the final. 
he downed Fred Hermes 
of the Netherlands 6-1, 7- 
6 in the first round and 
followed this up by 
straight sets victory over 
Deri Meir of Israel. before 
Surviving a scare against 
Nikos Rovas of Greece 6- 
7,(3-7), 6-3, 7-6 (7-9) to 
enter the semifinals and 
came from the brink (2- 
5 and down by a match 
point) against the gutsy 
South African Donovan 
September to win by 6-4, 


finals. Pakistani Aisam 
Oureshi. ranked 210 in 
the world. who had lost a 
lot of points by not play- 
ing in the Vietnam circuit. 
appeared quite deter- 
mined to earn a fistful of 
points right from the word 
go in the Indian leg of the 
Circuit this year. The 
Pakistani outslugged the 
Indian challenger Vishal 


Uppal, unleashing 10 aces 
to win his second round 
match at 6-2, 6-4. He 
then conquered his 
Uzbekistan challenger 
Anton Kokurin 6-1, 6-4 
to once again steam-roll 
past Konstantinos 
Economidis of Greece 6- 
3, 7-6 to march into the 
final, where he met the 
in-form Oliver Marach, 
who won 7-6 (5), 6-3. 
In contrast to the top 
half, where the seeded 
players lived up to their 
expectations, the lower 


The singles champion Oliver Marach is flanked by doubles 
winners, N. Rovas (left) and K. Economidis. 


half of the draw was vir- 
tually ripped open. with 
seeds falling by the way 
side. The seventh seed 
Zitko Radim of 
Czechoslovakia, third seed 
Ivan Vajda of Croatia, and 
second seed Artem 
Derepasko of Russia and 
the eighth seed Indian 
Vijay Kannan, being those 


to be knocked out in the. 
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first two rounds of the cir- 
cuit. The only solace was 
the local challenger Nitin 
Kirtane made it up to the 
quarter-final round. 

The southpaw battled 
it out in his opening round 
for 76 minutes to over- 
come a determined 
challenge from _ the 
Dutchman Beks Bart 7- 
5. 7-5. He accounted for 
Alexi Gavrilov of Russia. 
He staged a fine comeback 
after dropping the first 
same to wrap up the 
match 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 only 
to stumble in the quarters 
against Konstantinos 
Economidis of Greece 4- 
6, 4-6. With that ended 
the last Indian challenge 
in this circuit. 

Pune leg: Men's singles 
final: 1-Oliver Marach (Aut) 
bt Aisam Qureshi (Pak) 7- 
6 (5). 6-3; Semifinals: O. 
Marach (Aut) bt 6- 
Donovan September (South 
Africa) 6-4, 4-6. 7-5: 
A.Oureshi (Pak) bt 
Konstantinos Economidis 
(Greece) 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Men's doubles final: 3- 
K, Economidis/Nikos 
Rovas (Gre.) bt 1-Artem 
Derepasko/Michail Elgin 
(Rus.) 6-1. 6-4: 
Semifinals: 
K.Economidis/N.Rovas 
(Gre) bt Mustafa 
Ghouse/Vishal Uppal 
(India) 7-6 (4), 4-6, 7-5: 
A. Derepasko/M. Elgin 
(Rus) bt Rohan 
Bopanna/Vijay Kannan 
(India) 6-3, 6-2. & 
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VIVEK BENDRE 


ITF SATELLITE/ MumBaAI & NAGPUR LEGS 


An Austrian show 


LIVER MARACH adopted the 

yvait. watch and wallop policy 
to take a head start over his rivals 
in the first two legs of the 
International Tennis Federation's 
Satellite Circuit. 

Carrying a shoulder injury, the 
Austrian. seeded third in the first 
leg. held at Mumbai's National 
Sports Club of India. crept silently 
up the men’s singles draw to the 
final where he stunned top seed 
Artem Derepasko of Russia. Having 
gol over the tough part, the second 
leg at Nagpur on clay saw a confi- 
dent Marach in his element at the 
Nagpur District Tennis Association 
court. outlasting touring partner 
and second seed Ivan Vajda of 
Croatia for the title. 

“I was surprised to be playing 
in the final at Mumbai,” said 


NANDAKUMAR MARAR 


Marach. “Nagpur was_ easier 
because the matches were on clay, 
my favourite surface. Though the 
courts became slippery due to ear- 
ly showers, I could stay back and 
do what I wanted.” The Austrian 
kept a low profile in the first leg till 
he met India’s Mustafa Ghouse in 
the quarterfinal. Marach watched 
the points slipping away against 
an aggressive rival, then just took 
apart the Indian with an awesome 
display of strokeplay to win 6-4, 6- 
1 and was unstoppable thereafter. 

The Indian national grasscourt 
champion was left shaking his head 
in amazement at the turnaround. 
He didn't realise then that the net- 
rushing tactics and volleying in the 
early stages had only served to pro- 
voke an injured tiger. The Austrian 
was taken to three sets by qualifi- 


Oliver Marach was simply unstoppable. The 
Austrian celebrates after beating Artem 
Derepasko (facing page) in Mumbai. 


er Michail Elgin in the semifinals 
and top seed Derepasko in the final. 
both baseliners with a streak of 
aggression in their play, but nobody 
could stop the Marach march. feed- 
ing off his rivals’ pace and hitting 
winners as and when he wanted. 
By the time the circuit reached 
Nagpur. he felt completely at home. 
Marach flourished on the wet, slip- 
pery clay courts of the NDTA — there 
was sudden rain prior to first round 
— apart from his mood after seeing 
close friend Ivan Vajda. a first round 
casualty in the first leg, advance as 
far as the final and justify his num- 
ber two ranking. “I will remember 
the Nagpur final because my close 
friend Vajda played opposite me. It 
was a familiar feeling. We also share 
the same coach,” said the champi- 
on, referring to fellow Austrian Gilbert 


Schaller. a top-20 player who had 
beaten Boris Becker and Pete Sampras 
before quitting nine years ago. 
India's Vijay Kannan, a reserve 
on the national Davis Cup squad, 
improved upon Ghouse’s first leg 
showing by advancing to the next 
stage, losing to Vajda in the semi- 
finals after having qualified for the 
main draw. “Indian players, Kannan 
for example, have the skills, but need 
to work on their fitness. That is the 
only way to last on different sur- 
faces like clay or hardcourts and 
against varied opponents, like we 
do.” said Marach about Kannan, 
whose victims in the Nagpur leg 
included fourth seed Aisam Oureshi 
and seventh seed Donovan 
September. Kannan cashed in on 
his serve and sliced backhand 
returns till inconsistency caught up 
with him in the semifinals against 
the second seed from Croatia. 
India's most successful pair in the 
men's doubles, Nitin Kirtane and 
Sourav Panja, lost in the semifinals 
at Mumbai against the Greek pair of 
Konstantinos Economidis/ Nikos 
Rovas 6-7 (4), 5-7 after being 5-3 


and 5-1 up respectively in the first 
two sets. The two Indians improved 
upon their showing by reaching the 
Nagpur leg final, Kirtane’s angled 
returns complementing Panja's 
reflexes at the net, but could not 
repeat the showing against Russians 
Derepasko and Elgin, losing a three- 
setter 6-3, 4-6. 2-6. 

The doubles success did not 
lessen in any way Derepasko’s trou- 
bles in the singles, the lean, bearded 
Russian appearing to be a top seed 
in turmoil right through the first 
two legs. Finnish qualifier Tero Vilen 
took a set off him in the opening 
match of the Mumbai leg. showing 
others the way to tame the 288th 
ranked Russian, who somehow got 
a grip on his game, a decent serve 
and powerful forehand down-the- 
line volleys being his main weapons, 
till the final against Marach. Ranked 
second at home behind Andrei 
Chesnokov, Derepasko's run at 
Nagpur again came to a disap- 
pointing end against the Austrian 
in the semifinals. 

His doubles partner Elgin began 
witha flourish in the first leg, devel- 


oping a reputation as a giant-killer 
by upsetting second seed Vajda and 
sixth seed September. The heavyset 
Russian, armed with a big serve and 
packing a lot of power in his back- 


hands, lost to Marach and 
exhaustion in the semis after hav- 
ing played two - consecutive 


three-setters. Tackling Vajda on clay 
in the first round proved to be a 
tough proposition at Nagpur for 
the young Russian making his 
Satellite debut in India. Czech 
Republic's Tomas Cakl was anoth- 
er performer who stood out with his 
adventurous net forays amidst the 
army of baseliners. Seeded fifth both 
at Mumbai and Nagpur, he reached 
the semi-finals in the first leg on 
the hard courts of NSCI and went 
down fighting in the quarterfinals 
against the top seed on clay. 
The results 
Mumbai leg: Men's singles final: 
3-Oliver Marach (Austria) bt 1- 
Artem Derepasko (Russia) 2-6, 6-4, 
6-4; Semifinals: A. Derepasko (Rus) 
bt 5-Tomas Cakl (Czech Republic) 
3-6, 6-2, 7-6 (2); O.Marach (Aut) 
bt Michail Elgin (Rus) 6-1, 6-4. 
Men's doubles final: 
w Konstantinos Economidis/Nikos 
2 Rovas (Greece) bt James 
2 Auckland/Simon Dickson 


fF > (Great Britain) 7-6 (3), 3-6. 6- 


~ 4: Semifinals: K. Economidis/N. 
Rovas (Gre) bt Nitin 
Kirtane/Sourav Panja (India) 
7-6 (4), 7-5; J. Auckland/S. 
Dickson (Gbr) bt Fred Hemmes 
(The Netherlands)/Kobi Ziv 
(Israel) 7-6 (6), 6-3. 

Nagpur leg: Men's singles 
final: 3-Oliver Marach (Aut) bt 
2-Ivan Vajda (Croatia) 6-7 (5), 
6-1, 6-4: Semifinals: O. Marach 
(Aut) bt 1-A. Derepasko (Rus) 
1-6, 6-1, 6-3; J. Vajda (Cro) bt 
Vijay Kannan (India) 6-3, 6-4. 

Men's doubles final: 4-A. 
Derepasko/M. Elgin (Rus) bt N. 
Kirtane/S. Panja (Ind) 3-6. 6- 
4, 6-2: Semifinals: A. 
Derepasko/M. Elgin (Rus) bt 1- 
J. Auckland/S. Dickson 6-2, 
6-4; N. Kirtane/S. Panja (Ind) 
bt Lauri Kiiski/Tero Vilen 
(Finland) 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. 
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Indians lose the opportunity 


HE best just do not give up. It 

was another matter that the best 
of Leander Paes could not take him 
beyond the semilinals of the 
$25,000 dollar Challenger tennis 
tournament in Chandigarh. 

[Yespite the arduous Davis Cup 
tie avyainst China in sub-zero con- 
ditions and an _ energy-sapping 
Challenger tournament the previ- 
ous week in Mumbai, _ the 
27-year-old Leander pulled off three 
rounds before being subdued by the 
eventual champion, Dennis van 
Scheppingen of the Netherlands. 

“You know me better, to ask that 
question,” Leander shot back, when 
probed about it possibly being a relief 
lo play one match less in the tour- 
nament, considering his hectic 
schedule. 

However, there was no denying 
the fact that Leander s serving arm 
was sore. after so much of singles 
play. No wonder that he got broken 
seven times in the match. which 
he lost 5-7, 5-7. despite being pre- 
sented numerous chances himself 
by the erratic Dutch. 

[.eander was playing at the sta- 
dium where he had won his first 
[TF junior title. [It was here he had 
won his first Davis Cup match. He 
had a lot of good memories, though 
the whipping at the hands of the 
Aussies in the Davis Cup semifinal 
in 1993 was a chastening experi- 
ence. 

l.eander's creditable perfor- 
mance against Nir Welgreen of 
Israel in the first round, when he 
pulled it off in a third-set tie-break 
despite not being at his best, won 
the crowd for Leander, though he 
was Slapped a code violation warn- 
ing by the chair umpire for audible 
obscenity in that match. 

“He brought out the worst in 
me said Leander, who was at his 
competitive best against an oppo- 
nent who never missed a chance to 
needle him, especially with time- 
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wasting tactics. Welgreen was him- 
self warned twice, and one of them 
was for visible obscenity. 

Leander was quite comfortable 
in handling the challenge from the 
Czechs, Radek Stepanek and 
Frantisek Cermak. in the second and 
third rounds respectively, but was 
far too erratic to make a match of 
it against the Dutch in the semifi- 
nals. 

“These matches give me a lot of 
confidence for my singles, as I am 
looking forward to recapturing my 
best ranking of 73,” said Leander. 

Whenever he was at his crafty 
best, attacking the net with 
unmatched quickness of feet. 
Leander was a delight to watch. 
His uncanny focus was something 
the rest of the pack would do well 
to emulate. 


Quite disappointingly. the oth- 
er Indians have not been able to 
capitalise on the conduct of such 
events at home. There were some 
bright spots. Nitin Kirtane lost in 
three sets to the eventual runner- 
up, Noam Okun of Israel. Mustafa 
Ghouse called the shots against 
lucky-loser Donavan September of 
the US. before losing his way from 
6-0, 3-1. 

Davis Cupper Syed Fazaluddin 
lost rather tamely against Per 
Thornadtsson of Sweden. a player 
who had been beaten by Harsh 
Mankad in the Satellite circuit ear- 
lier. It was some consolation when 
Fazaluddin rushed to Dubai and 
made it to the final qualifying round 
of the one-million dollar tourna- 
ment the same week. 

“Disappointment is not in my 


Dennis van Scheppingen, the winner of the Chandigarh leg. 
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vocabulary. These boys are trying 
their best, and working very hard”, 
said Leander. as he defended the rest 
of the lot, which was consistently 
falling well below par. 

Seventeen-year-old Prakash 
Amritraj, son of Vijay Amritraj. 
played a fine first round against 
the eventual champion, the top- 
seeded Dennis van Scheppingen. 
Prakash needed to tune quite a lot, 
but his positive attitude. and the 
willingness to go to the net for vol- 
leys was a revelation. 

For someone who was only play- 
ing his second big tournament after 
being busy in the junior circuit, 
Prakash did admirably well to face 
the challenge in the big league with 
equanimity. Vijay said that his son 
may play the Satellite circuit in May. 
It would be interesting how much 
the lad improves his game by then. 

It was quite shocking to note 

that none of the leading Indian play- 
ers, barring those who got 
wildcards. bothered to play the qual- 
ifying event. The qualifying draw 
had 13 vacancies, despite the fact 
that three Indians had reached the 
final qualifying round the previous 
, week in Mumbai. 
“ “Honestly I expected the quali- 
fying draw to have long waiting 
list. We used to go out in search of 
the ATP points, and now the oppor- 
tunity is very much at your 
doorstep,’ said Vijay. 

The tournament director Dr. 
Vece Paes. did point out that health 
and injury problems had kept play- 
ers like Mahesh Bhupathi, Prahlad 
Srinath and Vishaal Uppal away, but 
there was no clue for the absence 
of the rest. 

The Indian professionals may be 
spending a lot more than what they 
actually earn from the game, but 
by missing such tournaments which 
are so rare in this country, they are 
not doing any good to their cause. 
The time they feel content to stick 
to the Satellite circuit. which most- 
ly gives them a lot of points, there 
is little hope for progress for the 
Indian lads, who seem to have every- 
thing. except the heart to fight it 
out. 

“Today it is almost impossible 
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Frantisek Cermak (right) and Radek Stepanek shake hands after winning the 


doubles title. 


to win the first round,” said Vijay, 
as he acknowledged the increased 
competition at the Challenger lev- 
el. 

There was a glimpse of the 
toughness of competition. as qual- 
ifier Noam Okun stormed to the 
final, playing a robust game all 
through way. The 23-year-old who 
had stretched Mark Philippoussis to 
five sets in the first round of the 
Australian Open last year, was 
drained by the time he reached the 
title round, and thus was in no phys- 
ical or mental shape to tackle the 
clean-stroking Scheppingen. 

Except for dropping a set to the 
qualifier, left-hander Gerald Mandl 
of Austria in the second round, 
Scheppingen did not face much 
trouble on the way. His returns of 
serve was particularly impressive 
and his whipping winners fetched 
him his third title, and a prize of 
$3600. 

While Leander collected $1255 
dollars, the rest of the Indians were 
content collecting $260 each for 
their effort in singles. Of course. 


they did not cross the first round 
in doubles as well. 

“You may have everything, but 
there is no room for second best. 
You have to find a way to win,” 


said Vijay. 
The results: 
Singles (final): Dennis van 


Scheppingen (Ned) bt Noam Okun 
(Isr) 6-3, 7-5: Semifinals: Dennis 
van Scheppingen bt Leander Paes 
7-5, 7-5: Noam Okun bt Andy Ram 
(Isr) 6-4, 6-4; Quarterfinals: Dennis 
van Scheppingen bt Ota Fukarek 
(Cze) 7-5, 6-3: Leander Paes bt 
Frantisek Cermak (Cze) 6-4. 6-1; 
Noam Okun bt Dmitri Mazur (Uzb) 
7-5, 6-3; Andy Ram bt Martin Spott! 
(Aut) 3-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

Doubles (final): Frantisek 
Cermak and Radek Stepanek (Cze) 
bt Giorgio Galimberti (Ita) and Nir 
Welgreen (Isr) 6-4, 6-2; Semifinals: 
Giorgio Galimberti and _ Nir 
Welgreen w.o. Jamie Delgado (GBR) 
and Dennis van Scheppingen (Ned): 
Frantisek Cermak and_ Radek 
Stepanek w.o. Stefano Galvani (Ita) 
and Igor Kunitcin (Rus). @ 


April21,2001 The Sportstar 63 


ATP CHALLENGER/MunmBal! 


NANDAKUMAR MARAR 


N a battle between equals, it is the 

mind game that matters. Federico 
Luzzi showed ample evidence of 
toughness to clinch the men’s sin- 
gles title at the Mumbai leg of ATP 
Challenger tennis tournament, worth 
$3600 and 50 ATP points. The gut- 
sy Italian, not seeded in the men’s 
singles draw, wore down countryman 
Stefano Galvani in a match lasting 
two hours, 22 minutes, winning 6- 
7 (2-7), 7-5, 7-6 (7-4). 

The astonishing part about Luzzi's 
victory was that he was carrying a 
leg injury into the final, sustained dur- 
ing the semi-final against Leander 
Paes. For a player relying on speed, 
retrieving ability and a big serve, the 
Italian was expected to have mobili- 
ty problems in the final against 
countryman Galvani, but instead 
came up with a gritty display, over- 
coming physical discomfort through 
sheer will power to rightfully walk 
away with the champion tag at the 
Cricket Club of India courts. 

The highpoint of the title clash 
between the two Italians was the third 
set where Luzzi, broken in the third 
and sixth games, gained a service 
break on Galvani's serve in the fourth 
and seventh respectively, winning the ,, 
big points with surges to the net fol- 
lowed by reflex volleys. 

Galvani banked on solid double- 
handed backhands to have his rival > 
on the run at the baseline, expected 
tactics against Luzzi’s suspect fitness. It worked in the 
first set, a 40-minute affair ending in a 7-6 (7-2) vic- 
tory for the former. The eventual champion was at the 
receiving end in the second set too, Galvani up 4-2 
and then serving for the title three games later at 5- 
3. Then came the turnaround as Luzzi. going for broke, 
moved into the offensive. He fired two aces and ran 
down balls in an amazing exhibition of speed and 
court movements to win the set 7-5, taking the final 
into the decider. 

The final set lasted 58 minutes, Galvani under 
pressure right through as a fired-up Luzzi, showing no 
effects of the semi-final injury, stepped up the pace, 
began mixing up his shots. Galvani continued to fire 
the double-handed backhands, but kept on conceding 
points as his alert, clever opponent kept on convert- 
ing powerful volleys into winners through angled 
placements and drops. 


VER BENDR 
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Luzzi, a tough 
cookie 


Luzzi had earlier defeated Leander Paes, India’s only 
singles hope, in the semi-final with another back- 
from-the-brink display. The Italian was looking down 
the barrel at 0-4 down in the first set tie-breaker, 
before getting his act together to take the first set 7- 
6 (7-4). He received another unexpected setback in 
the second set, injuring his leg, but overcame the pain 
and the discomfort to win 7-6 (7-5). 

From the Indian point of view, it was a tale of 
blown chances by Paes, defending his title as one of 
the three unseeded players in the semis, second seed 
Vincenzo Santopadre of Italy being the only ranked 
player at that stage. 

Leander was on a roll till he ran into the tough 
Italian. With the Indian, aspiring to improve upon his 
231 ranking, his hustling tactics at the net and kick- 
ing first serves got him past wildcard Mustafa Ghouse 
of India, Nils Welgreen of Israel and even top-seed 


Filippo Volandri of Italy in the quarter-finals. 
wn yo ee Of the other Indians, only the second seeded dou- 
a Sti ~—S@ SCéOiess pair of Mahesh Bhupathi and Syed Fazaluddin 
es 2 ge Sere jm came within sight of a title, reaching the final where 
they were outslugged by the top seeds Frantisek Cermak 
and Ota Fukarek of Czech Republic 6-7 (4-7), 6-4, 5- 
7. Wildcard Prakash Amritraj. 17. playing his first 
ATP match on [Indian soil, went out in the opening 
round against second seed Santopadre 6-4, 6-1. 

The tournament was co-sponsored by Videocon and 
Oil & Natural Gas Commission, with Britannia Industries 
and BDA as the associate sponsors. Former India Davis 
Cup coach Jaideep Mukherjea was the Tournament 
Director, with another ex-Indian national coach Enrico 
Piperno functioning as the Technical Director. 

The results: 

Men's singles (final): Federico Luzzi (Ita) bt Stefano 
Galvani (Ita) 6-7 (2-7), 7-5, 7-6 (7-4); Semi-finals: F. 
Luzzi (Ita) bt Leander Paes (Ind) 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-5); 
S. Galvani bt 2-Vincenzo Santopadre (Ita) 6-3, 6-3. 

Men’s doubles (final): 1-Frantisek Cermak/Ota 
Fukarek (Czech) bt 2-Mahesh Bhupathi/Syed Fazaluddin 
(Ind) 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 7-5; Semi-finals: Fk. Cermak/O. 
Fukarek bt Aisam Qureshi (Pak)/Dennis van 
Scheppennen (The Netherlands) 6-4, 6-4; M. 
Bhupathi/S. Fazaluddin bt Dejan Petrovic (Aus)/Andy 
Ram (Isr) 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-3). # 


Federico Luzzi (left) had a profitable outing in Mumbal. 
Below: The doubles champions, Frantisek Cermak and 
Ota Fukarek. 
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Huge paycheque by his standards 


E'S a former war refugee. He lived alone as a 

teenager, earning $50 a month. Under the cir- 
cumstances, what shaven-headed Ivan Ljubicic 
received at the Ericsson Open was a windfall. 

The 22-year-old Croat’s dream run ended in the 
quarterfinals, where he lost to the eventual cham- 
pion Andre Agassi. but it was enough to give him 
$64,640 in prize money. 

So bolstered was Ljubicic by the money made 
that he said, “Economically, I'm in pretty good 
shape. I started to live by myself when I was 14. 
That is why I look like that,” he said when asked 
why he appeared older than his 22 years. 

Born in Banja-Herzgovina, then a part of former 
Yugoslavia, he fled with his brother and mother on 
the last flight to Belgrade when the war broke out 
in 1992. From Belgrade, they took a bus to Croatia. 
The nerve-wracking trip took 40 hours, including a 
15-hour wait for the bus. No wonder Ljubicic talks 


66 TheSportstar April21,2001 


20:0 kee 8 ke ww wk Rk we 8) es ee mm nN we Seem Ri@\e) nm mip ala ming ceh a) piece. i a) aRcanainianads cere: alalecacsie ele alarena tists slecieliralss’ 6 6 a a6 5 6.0 wae 8 9a meee 


Tiger meets Tiger 


OW, tell us which one of the two 

statements is true. 1. The Tiger has 
a tiger named after him . 2. The Tiger 
has a horse named after him. Actually, 
both are correct. 

Golf superstar Tiger Woods now has 
a horse bearing his name. It’s called the 
“Dubai Tiger.” 

In recognition of Woods’ extraordi- 
nary ability. Crown Prince Sheik 
Mohammed Bin Rashid al Maktoum has 
named one of his most promising two- 
year-old colts after the American golfer. 

And Woods visited the Crown Prince's 
Al Qouz stables at Godolphin's Dubai 
base recently. 

“This was the perfect opportunity to 
show the greatest golfer in the world 
some of the world’s greatest thorough- 
breds here in Dubai. including Emirates 
World Series Champion Fantastic Light 
and our leading hope for the Dubai World 
Cup — Best of Bests.” Sheik Mohammed 
said. 

And Tiger came face to face with 
Tiger, of course. 
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of ageing faster. 

His father joined the family six months later. 
Because of the war, Ljubicic’s parents and the 
Bosnian Tennis Federation had to send the young- 
ster to a club in Italy, where he had free food and 
lodging, but only $50 a month to spend. 

Ljubicic began his journey into tennis at nine, 
and it was in Italy that his game took off. He became 
the best player in the club in three years, and then 
performed extremely well on the junior circuit, mak- 
ing it to the ‘96 junior final. 

The Croat turned professional that year, and by 
‘99, had broken through the 100-barrier (rankings) 
on the ATP Tour. Now, Ljubicic is in the 70s, as he 
approaches the clay-court season. 

And he has already earned the respect of his 
adversaries. Though Ljubicic lost to Agassi at the 
Ericsson Open in the quarterlinals, he provided a 
scare to Agassi, taking a 4-1 lead in the first set, 
before the American turned on the heat to win 6- 


Athletics and business 


‘T’S a new opportunity for her and she is delight- 
led. Sydney Olympic women’s marathon gold 
medallist Naoko Takahashi became the first amateur 
track athlete in Japan permitted to engage in busi- 
ness activities, while belonging to a corporate athletic 
club. 

Addressing a press conference in Tokyo, Takahashi 
said among the variety of options she had was act- 
ing in television commercials, that could bring out 
the ‘runner in me.’ 

The athlete said she was disturbed by a lack of 
interest among children in marathon, when com- 
pared with soccer and baseball. “There is no incentive 
to become a marathon runner, if not allowed to turn 
professional and earn an income much higher than 
that paid by a corporate salary. 

“| want kids and their parents to see marathon 
as a sport as rewarding and as high-profiled as soc- 
cer and baseball,” said Takahashi. who won the 
women’s marathon with an Olympic best time. and 
became the first Olympic gold-medal winner ever in 
track and field by a Japanese woman. She turned pro- 
fessional a couple of years ago, but had to leave her 
company and set up an independent organisation to 
engage in commercial activities. 

She will become the first athlete to take advan- 
tage of a revision last month in rules to allow athletes 
affiliated with companies to engage in commercial 
activities as long as they have the approval from the 
company and the Japan Amateur Athletic Federation. 
Apart from appearing in commercials, Takahashi 
can give lectures and endorse products. 
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Takahashi will continue to run for Sukisui 
Chemical'’s team and remain on the company's pay- 
roll and will not be considered professional, said Koji 
Sakurai. senior managing director of the Japan 
Athletic Federation. 

Officials said Takahashi will maintain her associ- 
ation with the Japan Olympic Committee to promote 
sports and contribute towards improving Japan's per- 
formance. 


4, 6-4. “He is a really dangerous player,” Agassi said. 
“He has a big backhand and a big serve. He can take 
his game at you. His game should be good on a lot of 
surfaces and should beat a lot of guys.” 

At 6 feet 4 inches and 85.5 kg., Ljubicic is a huge 
player with an imposing presence. And he can deliv- 
er a booming 130-mph serve. His ambition is to win 
a Grand Slam title, although he feels he is not yet 
ready. Ljubicic adds quickly though: “But I might be 
in a couple of years.” Fellow Croat Goran Ivanisevic 
had made it to the Wimbledon tinal thrice, but no 
Croatian has gone to win a Grand Slam event. 

However, considering what Ljubicic has gone 
through in life, he is hardly going to be nervous on a 
tennis court during a big occasion. “When you are 
going for the ace on the second serve, you're not shak- 
ing as badly as some guys will.” 

This man is a tough nut to crack. Both, on and off 
the court. 
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CHESS / AMBER TOURNAMENT 


Topalov, Kramnik share honours 


‘ti honours were shared by two 

players in the 10th Amber chess 
tournament held at Monte Carlo 
from March 15 to 29. It was only 
the second occasion when the title 
had been shared in the decade-long 
composite tournament. Veselin 
Topalov of Bulgaria made a come- 
back to win his first major title in 
five years and the first in this tour- 
nament which features rapid chess 
and blindfold chess. The other joint- 
winner was the Brain Games World 
Champion Vladimir Kramnik of 
Russia. who won his fourth tour- 
nament title in six years. 

Topalov excelled, beating all the 
big names at least once. while 
Kramnik used his vast experience 
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in such games to tie for the title on 
15 points. Topalov also won the 
blindfold tournament remaining 
undefeated and scored 8/11. The 
rapid section was won by Kramnik 
and Boris Gelfand jointly and 
together they too remained uncon- 
quered on 7.5 points. 

In 1998, Kramnik and Shirov 
tied for the first place. Ties are nev- 
er resolved by tie-break counts or 
a mini-match. The rapid games are 
played with 25 minutes a side and 
10 seconds adding per move made. 
The blindfold is made with the same 
25 minutes a side plus 20 seconds 
adding per move. The blindfold 
games are an invention of Dutch 
arbiter Geurt Gijssen. 


Topalov was in top shape and 
was fully prepared for this compe- 
tition. Like Anand he too had played 
in Wijk aan Zee but had not gone 
on tour. It helped as he tried to 
win against the main opposition. 
Having beaten Karpov 2-0, Topalov 
stayed in the lead for seven rounds 
and his play had the spark and ener- 
gy to pull along till the end. In the 
last round against Anand he looked 
nervous but managed to make it. 
since it was a low-scoring final day. 

Topalov was assisted by his usu- 
al trainer IM Silvio Danailov. His 
victories over Anand and Kramnik 
hit news headlines in his country 
much more than the rest. He said 
the conditions were ideal to per- 
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Facing page: The joint winners, Viadimir Kramnik and Veselin Topalov, with the third-placed Viswanathan Anand. Also 
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seen in the picture are Mrs. Van Oosterom, the sponsor's wife, Arbiter Guert Gijssen, the Oosteroms’ daughter 
Melody Amber (front row, left), in whose name the event is conducted and Crystal Kelly. Above: Kramnik and Topalov 


matching wits during their game. 


form and he did just that. He has 
also been improving his perfor- 
mance with consistency and 
solidness while burying his poor 
results of the last five years. Topalov 
is now a Serious contender to win 
other elite competitions. 

Kramnik played most of his 
games down to the wire and it 
helped him. He was also lucky in 
his games against Shirov and 
Gelfand. The two 2-0 sweeps over 
Shirov and Ljubojevic helped his 
cause as he coasted to a joint title 
triumph. He received $34,750, the 
highest, while Topalov received 
$34,500 from the tournament. 
Kramnik was close to winning 
against Anand in the rapid game. 
The Braingames champion has 
returned to his old habits — smok- 
ing and drinking. He is pushing 
the opponents, using his massive 
experience but hasn't tried to risk 
in any of his games. He put Leko 
under the lens and had a good grind 
before ceding a draw. A surprised 
Kramnik said, “I was lucky.” 
Kramnik was not in serious prob- 


lems and his opening play contin- 
ued to help his rapid and blindfold 
games. His trainer Miguel Illescas 
was there for a few days. 

Two-time champion Anand 
started off well but faltered at the 
end. The blindfold games have been 
tiring him a lot and the latter half 
is not always like the first one for 
him. He won against six players by 
the magical 1.5-0.5 margin. His 
only loss by the same margin to 
Topalov in round nine was a cost- 
ly blow. He, never won after that. 
In the final two rounds he could 
make only l-1 draws against 
Kramnik and Shirov and he had to 
settle for the third place. In the 
match against Kramnik he showed 
his survival skills in the endgame 
by making a resourceful draw in a 
rook: and pawn énding. It was an 
improved placirdg from fifth place 
to third, though not a satisfactory 
ones 

Efis best game was against Van 
Wel¥ when he scored an attacking 
vict6#y to bounce back into the lead. 
But the defeat agains¢ Topalov vir- 


tually shut out his chances. In the 
joint-lead after rounds four and five, 
Anand was even in sole lead after 
round six. Not scoring enough 
against Ljubojevic and Almasi and 
the defeat to Topalov let him down 
in the tournament, shattering his 
hopes of a third title. Among play- 
ers finishing in the top half. Anand 
was the only one not to win a Sin- 
gle match by a 2-0 sweep. 

Defending champion Shirov was 
off the block with a perfect 2-0 start 
against debutant Almasi. But his 
score was Checked by Topalov who 
beathim and Kramnik who humil- 
iated him by winning 2-0. By round 
four it was clear that Shirov's 
chahces of retaining the title had 
gone up in smoke. His queen blun- 
der.jg the game against Kramnik 
prowag costly. His fortunes changed 
in the later half but it wasn't 
enough to get him ahead of fourth 
place. 

Accompanied by his father, 
Gelfangi has been improving his 
showiitg in the previous years but 
rook blunfers in successive games 
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Above: The last round game between Anand and Alexei Shirov ended in a draw. Below: The debutant 
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tournament, Zoltan Almasi (left) and Peter Leko. 


against Kramnik and Shirov dealt 
a blow to his scoring in the blind- 
fold section. His points came only 
from the rapid games where he 
excelled and remained undefeated. 
He and Kramnik also shared the 
first place in the rapid games. In 
the last round. Gelfand blanked Van 
Wely to avoid the last place in the 
blindfold. 

Peter Leko was unlucky in some 
of his games. He deserved to draw 
against Topalov and also lost to 
Kramnik. He played the blindfold 
games with confidence on debut. 
This strength is not new to him, 
only the format is new. He should 
improve in the next few years. 

Jeroen Piket fully deserved his 
seventh place in this strong tour- 
nament. He made sure that none 
of the players went home unde- 
feated by handing the only defeat 
to Topalov. He also upset Shirov and 
Leko for a 50 per cent score in the 
blindfold games and a shade below 
itin the rapid games. He is the only 
player who played in all the Amber 
Tournaments without winning any 
of them. Others who played in all 
of them were Anand, Karpov, 
Ljubojevic and Ivanchuk. 

Being the 10th year, the organ- 
isers released some statistics. Anand 
scored more wins in the 10 years 
and also the most points in 1994 
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when he made 17/22. Kramnik 
won four of the 10 titles. The venue 
was the Vista Palace for the first 
edition and later it was held at Le 
Metropole Palace Hotel. 

Zoltan Almasi made an impres- 
sive debut. He made blunders, like 
falling to a mate against Piket in 
the blindfold though he was fairly 
good for someone who was play- 
ing blindfold for the first time. He 
made 50 per cent. winning four 
games. In the rapid encounter he 
missed a chance against Anand but 
generally had a decent tournament 
and finished eighth in high-rated 
company. 

The oldest competitor was one 
who is experienced in this blind- 
fold business. Ljubojevic finished 
ninth, snatching points from all and 
sundry except Kramnik. If he had 
not played in the tournament, it 
would have benefited Topalov to his 
first pnshared title, and also helped 
Anand and Shirov with extra points. 
In the final round he was close to 
beating Topalov. Ljubojevic reminds 
one that old players never retire, 
they are there waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to upset and make hay. 
Kramnik has a knack of winning 
against Ljubo and he showed that 
again by winning 2-0. 

Ivanchuk, winner of the maid- 
en edition of the event in 1992, 
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started with a O/2 in the first round 
and every time he tried to recover 
and win, his opponents beat him 
back in the blindfold. He paid for 
trying against Almasi in the final 
game and blundered his knight 
against Van Wely in points which 
were costly lapses. Next year he 
has promised to win, and the organ- 
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The Final Combined Placings Cross Table 


No. « Player Country 1 2 

1. V.Kramnik Rus X X = 

2. V.Topalov Bul = X X 
3. V.Anand Ind i O= 
4. A. Shirov ESP 00 O= 
5. B.Gelfand Isr = == 
6. P.Leko Hun == =0 
7. J. Piket Ned Q= t= 
BZ Almasi Hun =0 00 
9. L.tjubojevic Yug 00 es 
10. V.lvanchuk Ukr O= == 
11. A. Karpov Rus = 00 
12. L.VanWely Ned =O =0 
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The first result is rapid and the second is blindfold. 


isers made no secret of it by 
announcing it in the closing cere- 
mony. Former world champion 
Anatoly Karpov had his good 
moments when he drew with 
Kramnik twice but suffered a 0-2 
disaster against Topalov for the sec- 
ond straight year that kept him at 
the bottom all along. He managed 
to defeat (1.5-0.5) the only player 
older than him, Ljubojevic. He was 
unlucky against Shirov not to score 
in the blindfold game. Age is catch- 
ing up with this winner of the 1995 
edition. He was a tired man after 
the Linares tournament and it did- 
n t augur well for this event required 
freshness. 


Holland's best player, Loek Van 
Wely from Tilburg never went home 
with more than a point but man- 
aged to win two games. He was 
badly off form and without a train- 
er. He lost the last blindfold game 
to Gelfand which decided the wood- 
en spoon for that section in a tight 
queening race. 

The prize fund this year was 
$193,250 plus a starting fee. A 50 
per cent increase in the prize mon- 
ey and a 30 per cent reduction in 
the appearance fee had a good effect 
on the fighting spirit. 


The Dutch organisers, 


Association Max Euwe have done 
it for 10 years and have agreed to 
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stage it for one more year. The half 
a million dollar event is sponsored 
by J. J. Van Oosterom. a retired 
Dutch billionaire. It is being held 
in the name of his first daughter 
Melody Amber who will turn 11 
when the next edition takes place. 

The moves: 

GM V. Topalov-GM V. Kramnik, 
round 3, blindfold. queen's gam- 
bit, D37: 1.d4 Nf6o 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 
d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 
7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.a3 Nc6 9.0c2 Qa5 
10.Nd2 Bb4 11.cxd5 exd5 12.Bd3 
d4 13.0-0 Bxc3 14.Nc4 Qh5 
15.bxc3 Nd5 16.Bg3 dxe3 17.Rael 
Be6 18.fxe3 Rad&8 19.Nd6 Ne5 
20.Bxh7+ Qxh7 21.O0xh7+ Kxh7 
22.Bxe5 [6 2 3.e4 Nb6 24.Bg3 Na4 
25.e5 {5 26.Bh4 Rd7 27.Re3 [4 
28.Ref3 Bd5 29.Rh3 Beo 30.Be7+ 
Bxh3 31.Bxf8 Be6 32.Ne4 Kg8 
33.Ng5 Kxf8 34.Nxe6+ Ke7 
35.Nxf4 Rd2 36.Rf3 NcS 37.h4 
Ne6 38.Kh2 Ra2 39.Nxe6 Kxe6 
40.Rg3 Kf7 41.e6+ Kxe6o 42.Rxg7 
Rxa3 43.Rxb7 Kf5 44.Rb5+ Kg4 
45.Rb4+ Kh5 46.23 Ral 47.Kh3 
a5 48.g4+ Kho 49.Rb6+ Ky7 
50.h5 a4 51.Ra6 a3 52.Kh4 a2 
53.K2g5 Kh7 54.Ra7+ Kg8 55.Kg6 
Kf{8 56.¢g5 1-0. 

GM V. Anand-GM V. Topalov. 
round 9, rapid. Sicilian Sveshnikov. 
B3321.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e5 6.Ndb5 d6 
7.Bg5 a6 8.Na3 b5 9.Bxf6 gxf6 
10.Nd5 f5 11.c3 Bg7 12.Bd3 Be6 
13.0h5 0-0 14.0-0 [4 15.Rad1 Kh8 
16.23 Rg8 17.Kh) Bf8 18.Be2 Rg5 
19.0f3 £5 20.gxf4 exf4 21].Nxf4 
Bxa2 22.exf5 Rxf5 23.0e4 Rf7 
24.Bh5 R{6 25.c4 Ne5 26.c5 Rc& 
27.cxd6 Bxd6 28.Be2 Of8 29.Nh5 
Rxf2 30.Nc2 Nd3 0-1. B 
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‘Lam very happy with the result’ 


SELIN TOPALOV rediscovered 
nimself in elite tournaments 
with a career-best showing in the 
last live years by jointly winning 
the Amber chess tournament in 
Monte Carlo. 

improving his placing consis- 
tently, Topalov. 25, also won the 
blindfold section. playing confi- 
dently and beating the best blindfold 
player Kramnik and the best rapid 
player Anand for a well-deserved 
title triumph. 

‘The day before the tournament 
began, the Spanish-based Bulgarian 
player completed 25 years. Topalov's 
campaign in the elite events began 
with a debut in Linares 1994 and 
he hit the peak in 1996, a level he 
achieved with several fifth gear per- 
formances. For the next five years 
he settled down al a below-average 
level and has now started to spark 
once again. He hopes that this would 
last longer than the one in 1996 
did. 

l:xcerpts from an exclusive chat. 
Question: You are relatively a 
newconier to this tournament, 
having played only for the last 
four years. How does it feel to 
win it? 

Answer: Now | am happy. For 
the last two years [ shared second 
place and now [ could share the first 
place. This is a big improvement. 
Also this year the event was stronger 
with Peter Leko and Almasi in the 
fray. | amvery happy with the result. 
@ Which was your best game? 
id you have any difficult 
moments? 

‘I'he best was probably my blind- 
fold game with Kramnik. I think it 
was a near tlawless game. Also it 
was his only defeat. This guy is 
hard to beat. He doesn't lose so often. 
That's my best and probably the 
most important victory. 

@ Do you have any psychological 
problem playing Ljubojevic? 
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I never really consider this a 
problem. But it has happened for 
the third time. During the game I 
was a bit disappointed because he 
had a solid position. You know in 
blindfold it is very hard to break. I 
blundered and it is happening 
against him. Because of playing 
blindfold for four years I should 
know I must try if it is an illegal 
move or not. Only when I know that 


the rook is on dl I should go for 
Bf3. 

@ How many illegal moves did you 
make so far (third illegal move for- 
feits the game)? 

I don't know. Not so many in 
the tournament. It (final game 
against Ljubojevic) was one of the 
very few cases I forgot the position. 
You can make a mistake in calcu- 
lation. That is a blunder. Somehow 


I always remember the position. It 
was the first time I lost the position 
from my mind. 
@ A lot was written about you in 
Bulgaria after you defeated Anand 
and Kramnik. 

Of course. They were calling 
me here also. It doesn't happen so 
often that a player can beat Kramnik 
and Anand in one tournament. I 
heard there was a lot of publicity 
about it. 

@® Do you think this year will go 
like 1996 when you had a big run 
of successes? 

I hope so. But it is tough now. 
We have young and promising play- 
ers. In 1996 I was a promising 
player. Now we have these guys such 
as Peter (Leko), Morozevich and 
Grischuk. Now the field is more com- 
petitive. Of course Iam not counting 
the prominent players such as 
Kasparov, Kramnik. Anand and 
Shirov. Dominating now is very dif- 
ficult. 

@ You did not play in Linares. Did 
it help this time? 

Yes, | think so. Also, only three 
players — Shirov, Leko and Karpov 
— had taken part in the Linares tour- 
nament. Because of this I thought 
both Kramnik and Anand would 
be better prepared and relaxed. Last 
year I remember that Vishy was get- 
ting tired at the end. After Wijk 
aan Zee and Linares he came to 
Monaco and was a bit tired. I expect- 
ed Vishy to be fresh and to be one 
of the favourites this time. 

@ Can you describe your game with 
Anand which was a crucial blow 
for him? 

We repeated his own game 
against Leko from Wijk aan Zee. | 
was afraid of running into his prepa- 
ration. Then I started to spend time 
at the beginning. He played some 
inaccurate moves but shouldn't 
have been in the danger of losing. 
He could have resisted but some- 
how he collapsed very quickly. I was 
very happy with the result. I won 
but didn't really enjoy it so much 
because Anand did not play well. I 
enjoy tough games with good oppo- 
sition. 

@ {| heard you prepared a lot for 
the blindfold. How did this go? You 


also won the blindfold section. Were 
there blunders like in the previous 
years? 

We saw more blunders than last 
year. I don t know why. You tend 
to solve some positions blindfold. 
This year I did not make so much 
preparation for blindfold. May be it 
was for a couple of days. Almasi is 
a newcomer, so he made a couple 
of blunders. He allowed mating pos- 
sibilities. Also Gelfand made many 
blunders which was a surprise. 
Normally he shouldn't be doing this. 
When you think a lot, you make a 
good move and it is natural. It is 
much more fun to play a rapid game 
in blindfold. To play a good blind- 
fold game in rapid time control gives 
me a lot of satisfaction. Sometimes 


Chess should be a little bit 
more dynamic and attractive 
for the general public to 
follow. Being Grandmasters 
we always like chess but it 
should be made more 
spectator-friendly. 


when I play a good game I! can even 
do it in blindfold. I will be surprised 
if I could do it normally. 

@® Are the blindfold games a big 
energy drain? 

Not at all. You need some kind 
of mental energy, not physical. 

@ What do you think of the new 
time control of FIDE? 

I like it. Because it favours many 
things. Also it doesn't reduce the 
time drastically in the most impor- 
tant parts. Let's say between moves 
30 and 40. Only if the game lasts 
like 100 moves you will feel. that 
you have less time. Otherwse for 
the first 40-50 moves you don't 
feel such a big difference. Of course 
chess should be a little bit more 
dynamic and aftractive for the gen- 
eral public to follow. The change is 
not only for us. Being Grandmasters 
we always like chess but the nor- 
mal public don't understand why 
after so much thinking the rook goes 


to the other square. You should 
make it more spectator-friendly. 

@ FIDE wants to have the Grand 
Prix with eight tournaments. How 
do you like this idea? 

If itis done well, why not? I will 
like it. Not only that. I also like this 
knock-out system (World 
Championship) which is fair. In a 
knock-out system every game is 
important. If you start badly you 
lose further interest in the tourna- 
ment. You are either out or it is 
important for you. At least this 
makes it more interesting. 

@ What about your career? Are 
you making big progress like in 
1996? 

Okay, now I am much more 
experienced. I cannot say [ am play- 
ing better. I think it is not so easy 
to repeat the performances of 1996 
when I took many first places ahead 
of Kasparov. Now [ can't say I am 
at the same level. But, of course, if 
I maintain the way I played here, 
may be it is still possible. 
® What is your schedule and the 
outlook for the year? 

I will play in Sarajevo but it will 
not be as strong as it was last year. 
Then I will play in Leon. the 
Advanced Chess and then in 
Dortmund and prepare for the world 
championship. 

@ Where do you train? Does 
Bulgaria benefit from a star play- 
er like you? 

Last year I played five times in 
Bulgaria. I gave two simultaneous 
displays. When I go there I get quite 
some attention. The problem in 
Bulgaria is that I don’t have the 
Same conditions as in Spain to train. 
So when I prepare. I always prefer 
Salamanca, in Spain. 
® What is special about Salamanca? 

I like Spain and Salamanca is a 
town with lot of young people. It 
is a beautiful place and I like it there. 
@ When you go back, what mem- 
ory of Monaco do you carry home? 
They have organised this event for 
10 years now. 

For me it is always a pleasure 
to come back. The conditions are 
perfect to play and I get motivated 
while I am here. The conditions are 
tailor-made to create good games. 
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Nothing disturbs me here. It is a 
unique tournament. Not many tour- 
naments do we get these kind of 
conditions. The hotel is fantastic 
and the place is interesting. It is 
the only tournament in the world 
where you can play blindfold. 

@ This year they reduced the 
appearance fee and added the prize 
money. Did you like it? 

This favours those in the top. So, 
I don't complain of course! It is not 
a bad idea. It creates more fighting 
Spirit. 

@® Do you think they tried this 
because there were many draws [ast 
year? 

I don't remember the games 
played last year. It is possible. 

@ FIDE had a World Cup of Rapid 
Chess. Do you think they should 
let it clash with this tournament? 

In the World Cup it will be bet- 
ter if everybody played from the top. 
May be they had scheduling prob- 
lems and could not change it. There 
the organiser was the French Chess 
Federation. For me. more tourna- 
ments. the better. Of course you 
can't play them all. 

@ Do you play league games, like 
the Bundesliga? 

I prefer normal tournaments, 
not the German one. I play in the 
Spanish league. I played in the last 
two years but this year I am not 
sure if I would play. Our team 
became champions last year. In 
Germany where you play during the 
weekends (home and away). In 
Spain we play nine games in one 
venue and it’s over. We had big plans 
in Spain and to fight for the 
European Club title. I played for 
Las Palmas and the President of 
the Club is my friend. 

@ How did you like India and your 
experience there? 

I did not have much experience 
because I was mostly in the hotel 
during the event in New Delhi. The 
day after I lost to Adams, I left. India 
is a fascinating country and I like 
to see more of it some time in future. 
Silvio’s (trainer Silvio Danailov) wife 
went to Taj Mahal but we did not 
80. | was concentrating on the tour- 
nament. Of course I would love to 
be there again. & 
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‘Tam not afraid 
of Kasparov 
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6¢6y WILL be playing’ in 

J Kazakhstan, I have no reason 
to be afraid of him,” said the 
Braingames world chess champion 
Viadimir Kramnik while counter- 
ing the argument put forth by No.1 
ranked Garry Kasparov after win- 
ning the Linares tournament earlier 
in March. 

Kramnik, 25. was the joint-win- 
ner of the Amber chess tournament. 
He had won the tournament in 
1996, 1998 (jointly) and 1999 and 
his fourth title now makes him the 
winner on most occasions. 

Kramnik. who did the seeming- 
ly impossible in November 2000, is 
perfect with his English today. 
Having maintained the same frame 
with which he defeated Kasparov 
in London, Kramnik has now got 
back his favourite habit: smoking 
and drinking. Kramnik is a busy per- 
son these days giving scores of 
interviews. But his company of 
friends and with those whom he 
played cards at the nights remains 
the same: Karpov and Gelfand. 

Until last year Kramnik did not 
carry a mobile phone. As a cham- 
pion, he now does and is busy 
receiving several calls a day, even 
between his two games at Monte 
Carlo. During this interview he 
received a call and told this writer 
that it was from Boris Spassky, for- 
mer world chess champion. 

Kramnik, given the same pro- 
tocol as Anand as world champion 
in the western circuit, has turned 
in asuper performance for his fourth 
title at Monte Carlo. He has turned 
this event his own after making a 
historic impression at Dortmund 
over the years. 

Immediately after the victory and 
the closing dinner, Kramnik spoke 
in his first interview at the press- 


room, past midnight. Excerpts: 
Question: Congratulations. You 
have won this tournament for 
the fourth time. Any difference in 
your approach as well as your 
new status as (Braingames) world 
champion? 

Answer: Now I feel that I have 
more responsibility. It is more diffi- 
cult to play. Of course in about a 
year you get used to it. You will know 
how to do it and gain some experi- 
ence. Somehow I feel I have more 
fighting spirit nowadays than before. 
May be I am not in good:-shape as 
I was for the match. I prepared for 
so long for the match that my chess 
was not the best here but my fight- 
ing spirit helped and it was okay. I 
was fighting most games till the very 
end. 

@® What's your programme for the 
rest of the year? 

I am going to play in an exhi- 
bition tournament at Zurich 
commemorating the 70th birthday 
of Viktor Korchnoi. It is more like 
a show and rapid chess. Then I would 
like to play in Kazakhstan if the tour- 
nament takes place. Then probably 
in Frankfurt in June. I haven't signed 
the agreement yet but probably it 
will happen. In July, Dortmund for 
sure. 

@ Which was your best game in 
this tournament and which was the 
most difficult match? 

I liked the game I played against 
Ivanchuk. It was a positional game 
which I won. Also the game against 
Gelfand when I played with white 
pieces. I managed to win the 
endgame which was not so easy. I 
played very well against Leko with 
black. It was a winning position 
but probably due to tiredness I could 
not win. Some games | did not play 
well and some I played very well in 


this tournament. 

® You had a 2-0 score against 
Shirov. Did you beat him at 
the board or in your mind? 

Now I don't have any- 
thing against him. We played 
chess. I don't come to the 
board to beat him because of 
something. His results against 
me have started to be poor. 
lt was the other way round 
before. In serious (Elo rating 
games) chess, I think I have 
4.5/5 in the last five games. 
There is nothing there. 

@ You received two points: 
Shirov blundered his queen, 
Gelfand blundered the rook. 
Were these your easy points 
here? How do you see the 
blindfold blunders this time? 

With Gelfand it did not 
matter because I was already 
winning at that point. 
Against Shirov, yes, it was 
some kind of a gift. But it hap- 
pens in blindfold. Normally | 
play the blindfold quite well. 
I dont blunder. Very rarely. 
Okay. you get tired and it hap- 
pens. For me it is easier to 
play blindfold. If it is difficult 
to see a position in blindfold, 
then you start to blunder. For 
me it is not tiring at all. Ina 
second I get the exact posi- 
tion in my mind. It was a bit 
too many blunders this year. 
but I don't know the reasons. 
® Kasparov had said in 
Linares that Anand and you 
are avoiding him. Your 
response? 

Okay, it is a usual media 
statement. I would say he is 
also avoiding us. He didn't play here 
and he refused to play in Dortmund 
where also Anand and I will play. 
So (laughs), I have the right to say 
the same. In fact it is nonsense. It 
is purely my decision whether to 
play in a tournament or not. If I 
am playing, I don't care who else 
is there. If Kasparov is playing good, 
Iam not avoiding him. I will be play- 
ing in Kazakhstan (in May 2001). 
I have no reason to be afraid of 
him. Unfortunately he likes these 
kind of statements. Normally I don't 


ARVIND AARON 


say these because I know it is non- 
sense. 
@ In your closing speech you said 
if there is any other tournament 
clashing with the Amber tourna- 
ment, you will prefer to play here. 
Did you keep the tournament (FIDE 
World Cup of Rapid Chess) in 
Cannes in mind, while saying this? 
In a way, yes. I believe it is impor- 
tant to keep traditions in chess. This 
(Amber) is a traditional tourna- 
ment, and I believe everybody is 
fully satisfied to play. Even if I am 


offered more money to play at the 


same time I will choose this one. I 
like it here, the atmosphere, the peo- 
ple. I think they will organise the 
tournament in Cannes but it would 


be better if there is no clash in dates. 
@ How useful was having Miguel 
Illescas as your second in a rapid 
and blindfold tournament? 

Illescas is not exactly like a sec- 
ond here. He is here as my friend. 
@ You gave the skip to Linares. Did 
it help you? 

Not really. Because I had many 


April21,2001 The Sportstar 75 


A season ticket to 
52 weeks of 
sporting action 


Inland Postal Subscription Rates 


Quarterly Rs.98/- 13 Issues 
Half Yearly Rs.195/- 26 Issues 
Annual Rs. 390/- 52 Issues 


Overseas Subscription Rates (Annual) 


By Air Mail 

Pakistan US $ 70 

Other countries US $ 90 or Br £58 
By Sea Mail 

Pakistan US $ 24 


Other countries US $ 40 or Br £ 26 


Write to: 
The Circulation Manager. The Sportstar, 
859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002 


PES HOF ACO 22224 28 CFO 2 Beef w@ee@eecoeree2 Tver - — = 


Yes, I am interested in 
subscribing to The Sportstar, for a 
period of 3L) 6C) 121) months. 
I am sending herewith my payment 
by Demanddraft |) Chequel_) 
drawn in favour of 


@2e2 @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ ww @ os oe we we oe ee os ae ew wer we we we we wwe we iw we wa i aoa i we tie a 


“Kasturi & Sons Ltd”. 

for RSS. ee cian. len 4. ee 

— =) 

Address: ................. LE!) wee , 
3 ee. = | ae” Cee 
ws NS OMe ee | GER oc 7 i] 


Relive the sensation 


76 The Sportstar April 21,2001 


other engagements. I was not phys- 
ically very well prepared. I played 
some simultaneous games and some 
meetings in France. It was like 10 
days before the tournament. I was 
not completely fresh. But that was 
my own problem! 

@ What do you like to say about 
Veselin’s performance this time? 

He played very well. He was the 

best player here. May be I won more 
with class and experience but 
Veselin was the best. I really liked 
the way he played here. For a cou- 
ple of years he was showing average 
results. He is definitely a top play- 
er. That is for sure. For some reason 
he couldn't realise his strength. Now 
he is really coming back. I like the 
way he does it ... very serious chess 
player. 
@ Did the change — of Leko and 
Almasi replacing Lautier and 
Nikolic — make any difference to 
the tournament this year? 

Well, it made the tournament 

stronger. Each year this tournament 
is getting stronger and stronger. It 
is difficult for us to show the same 
results every year. 
@ Then are you saying the 15 points 
scored by you this time is much 
more than the 15 points scored by 
Alexei (Shirov) last year? 

Yes, you may say so. Also in 
1994 I scored plus 10 (16/22) actu- 
ally. It was only enough for second 
place because Vishy scored 17. Okay. 
because we are talking about a 
much weaker tournament then. 
Now it is a really top tournament. 
@ What about your games against 
Anand? Both of you being cham- 
pions is there more pressure on each 
of you? 

Some people are interested to 
see such a match. For me, it is the 
same. I take it very easily. Okay, I 
could win 1.5-0.5 here. He could 
also win. It is just a game. I think 
we live in a time where there is no 
rivalry. We are normal people. Vishy 
and I, | mean. We just play chess, 
nothing else. 

@ Any news from Braingames about 
a possible chess cycle? 

I have to say that they are now 
very active. I do not want to leak 
any information § before they 


announce. Believe me, something 
big will come from them probably 
in one month's time. 

@ How do you take the news from 
FIDE Commerce about the Grand 
Prix cycle they are going to organ- 
ise? It will be eight tournaments in 
a year. If it happens will you par- 
ticipate? Did they approach you on 
this? 

Yes, of course I would partici- 
pate. What I don’t like about FIDE 
is that they don't seem to have a 
concrete plan. They had earlier 
announced things but nothing hap- 
pened. They announced the Grand 
Prix. Show me what'’s it like? Where? 
How much money? It should be 
clear on paper. Not in the newspa- 
per! (laughs). It must carry 
signatures of sponsors, guarantees 
etc. They made an announcement 
that I will play against Vishy. They 
announced the Grand Prix. Nothing 
is happening. So, I like to look at 
the facts and respond. The idea to 
do something is good. If they do it, 
of course I will play. 

@ Did you get to meet the FIDE 
President Kirsan Ilyumzhinov in 
this hotel? 

No. I did not even know that he 

was here. I did not see him and 
they (FIDE officials) did not con- 
tact me. 
@ How is the response in Russia 
these days? Are you an idol, like 
the best in any other sport would 
be? 

Actually I don’t care much about 
it. There are some positive improve- 
ments in Russian chess for the last 
several months. I think soon there 
will be some new tournaments in 
Russia. 
® This tournament has now com- 
pleted a decade of organisation. 
Being a four-time winner what is 
the most memorable thing you car- 
ry from Monaco when you go back 
to Moscow? 

I am a professional. The most 
memorable thing I carry is my 
result. If I play any tournament, I 
want to win the tournament. I 
would love to come here very much, 
every year, and whatever happens 
I will be here. & 


@ SPORTING PASTIME 


If Richard 
Williams had 
danced in front 
of me after [had 
lost to one of his 
daughters in a 
match, I 
probably would 
have hit him. 

— Tennis legend 
Martina 
Navratilova. 
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Question Bank 


1. Who are the two New Zealanders to have 
made two Test double centuries each? 

2. Who leads Madhya Pradesh in the Ranji 
Trophy? 

3. What is the Mark H. McCormack award for? 

4. Who is currently the men’s World No. 1 in 
badminton? 
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There have been 
concerted efforts 
to sabotage 
Sharjah as a 
cricket venue 
and this has 
happened from 
more than one 
source. 

— CBFS Chairman 
Abdul Rehman 
Bukhatir. 


@ Answers to last week’s Question Bank 


1. Tamil Nadu’s Vidyut Sivaramakrishnan. who scored 115 
off 112 balls, against Delhi, holds the record for the 
highest score by a No. 11 batsman in Ranji Trophy. 

2. Aussie paceman Glenn McGrath praised Eden Gardens, 
Kolkata, as the “Lord's of India”. 

3. Brazil's Gustavo Kuerten has been named the Top Tennis 
Player of 2000 on the ATP Tour. 

4. Sri Lanka’s Susanthika Jayasinghe set the new Asian 
women's athletics record of 22.29 seconds for the 200 
metres recently in Lisbon. 
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In its early days McGrath is 


cricket was played more 
in a different way. dangerous 
— Match Referee than Gillespie 


because he is 
so accurate. 

— Young Indian 
opener S. S. Das. 


Cammie Smith, on 
player behaviour 
seen today. 
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Across 

1. Dominating in the 
capital with a 
pause! (2,7) 

5. A hot belt I can 
smash (4,2.3) 

7. Trouble is a part 
of fair keeping (3) 

11. Places no hope 
in few for its ele- 
ments (6, 3) 

12. Muralitharan’'s national interest (3,6) 

Down 

1. Angry first class (5) 

2. Hail may be on line (4) 

3. Pain of a maniac header! (4) 

4. Maiden ball (3) 

6 

8 
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Glanville 


too many tournaments 


QO it goes on. One tournament 

seems almost to beget another, 
till they proliferate like a spreading 
disease. What an innocent age it 
was when the only European club 
competition, back in the 1950s, was 
the so called Inter Cities Fairs Cup. 
Yes, believe it or not, that is what 
it bizarrely was, arbitrarily and sup- 
posedly limited to cities which put 
on an industrial fair! 

Barcelona, playing as a single 
team rather than a composite of 
clubs from a Fairs City, walked away 
with the first incarnation. I remem- 
ber seeing them give, what the 
Italians call a mosaic (meaning a 
hotch potch of players from differ- 
ent clubs), the London team a stern 
examination at Stamfort Bridge. 

So strangely conceived a com- 
petition could hardly last as it was, 
and so it proved. Its terms of entry 
were widened until they had little 
or nothing to do with industrial fairs, 
simply admitting clubs from big 
European cities. And in time its title 
was predictably changed: to the 
UEFA Cup, the Cup provided and 
promoted by the European Football 
Union. 

It steadily grew in importance 
and the strength of the clubs 
involved, until, not long ago, it was 
generally felt to have outstripped the 
so called secondary European com- 
petition, the Cupwinners’ Cup, and 
to take second place to the European 
Champions Cup itself. 

And now? The decision, last sea- 
Sir Stanley Rous, the chief 


progenitor of the European 
Cupwinners’ Cup. 
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son, by UEFA to turn it into a kind 
of escape hatch for teams knocked 
out of the Champions Cup at the 
initial group stage has reduced it to 
the point of fiasco. Why was this 
ever felt necessary? Given the greed 
of Continental and indeed interna- 
tional organisations, you might 
suppose that the desire to make more 
money out of the tournament was 


Rew. 


<< 


paramount. But surely it was gen- 
erating enough money in any case? 

All that this inept innovation has 
done is to dilute, downgrade and 
ridicule a tournament which was 
Sailing along quite happily. We 
reached, surely, the reduction ad 
absurdum last season when the Final 
in Copenhagen was eventually con- 
tested by Turkey's Galatasaray and 


ALLSPORT 


Arsenal, both of them clubs which 
had already been knocked out of the 
European Cup! This year, the 
favourites have been Barcelona, they, 
too, given a second bite at the cher- 
ry after failing to clear the first stage 
of the Champions Cup. 

But there is distressingly more 
to it than that. There is that abom- 
ination, the Inter Toto Cup. When 
the Swiss, having founded it simply 
if not purely as a means of extend- 
ing their football betting pools 
through the summer, it might have 
been harmless enough. Yet a few 
years ago, UEFA and their unpre- 
dictable President. the Swede, 
Lennart Johansson, suddenly decid- 
ed to make the Inter Toto a kind of 
feeder competition, places in the 
UEFA Cup being the crock of gold 
at the end of the rainbow for a cou- 
ple of Inter Toto teams which 
survived. 

Why? The motivation is still 
obscure to me. What it did certainly 
was to give sudden significance and 
prestige to what had been no more 
than a tediously marginal compe- 
tition. Yet its effect was to lure 
European clubs to drag their already 
overworked players through a whole 
summer of competition, in the hope 
they could eventually go through 

e back door to join the UEFA tour- 
nament. 

It seemed the ultimate humili- 
ation for the European game at large 
when as famous a club as Juventus, 
former winners of the European 
Cup, itself, decided to participate in 
the Inter Toto. They duly reached 
the UEFA Cup itself, but at an evi- 
dent and inevitable physical cost to 
their players. 

The European Cupwinners’ Cup, 

anwhile, has disappeared, after 
being wantonly devalued. How? By 
UEFA. grovelling to threats from 
the bigger clubs, deciding to extend 
the European Cup, allowing the 
eight most powerful countries to 
enter an extra, second placed, team: 
and sometimes, given the arcane 
new regulations, more. As often as 
not, some of these teams would be 
the winners of their country’s pre- 
vious Cup competition. This in turn 
led to a radical decline in the stan- 


dard of the Cupwinners’ entry. Just 
compare the last Final. between 
Chelsea and VFB Stuttgart, with the 
Final twice played in Athens 
between Chelsea and Real Madrid 
in 1971. 

Those where two games to be 
happily remembered, between two 
excellent teams. In the event, 
Chelsea managed to beat the pow- 
erful Real side in the replayed game. 
In those happily innocent times, you 
did actually have replayed Finals 
rather than the insanity of decid- 
ing a drawn game on penalties. 
Something which. predictably but 
grotesquely, has even, as we know, 
happened in a World Cup. 

Not long after the European 
Cupwinners Cup was initiated in 
the 1960s, I expressed my doubts 
about it to its chief progenitor, Sir 
Stanley Rous, in his Lancaster Gate 
office as Secretary of the English 
Football Association. My objection 
being that the numerous European 
countries, by sharp contrast with 
England where the FA Cup was the 
mother of all competition. every- 
where the Cup was regarded as a 
trivial sideshow. Stanley's answer. 
which did not wholly convince me 
at the time, was that he hoped it 
would encourage greater interest 
in the Cups in those particular coun- 
tries. 

In fact he turned out largely to 
be right, not least in the case of Italy, 
where surprisingly enough, given 
the national passion for the game. 
the thousand natural shocks of Cup 
football have never really engen- 
dered the same excitement as the 
seemingly more prosaic Campionato 
or League. But now the Cupwinners’ 
Cup is dead while the Champions 
Cup is a half baked affair in which 
mini Leagues replace the old excit- 
ing direct home and away 
elimination; even now after some 
rejigging, leaving clubs in the sec- 
ond stage with nothing to play for 
and thus potentially distorting 
games and standings. All credit to 
a club like Panathinaikos, which 
with no hope of qualification still 
managed to play Manchester United 
off the park in Athens, even if United 
got that late, lucky equaliser. & 
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NEWSMAKERS 


S one of the finest pacemen of any era, Glenn McGrath, 
for sure. deserves to be paid handsomely. 

Well, the lanky Aussie is poised to become the first Australian 
cricketer to draw a salary of more than one million (Aus) 
dollars if the new pay deal for the players is finalised. 

According to Courier Mail. representatives of the Australian 
Players Association (APA) and the Australian Cricket Board 
(ACB) are negotiating a new memorandum of understand- 
ing that includes an enhanced pay packet for the cricketers. 

The MoU will come in place of a three-year agreement. 
arrived at between the APA and ACB, following a player-dis- 
pute. Tim May and Damien Fleming are taking part in the 
negotiations for APA. The ACB is represented by former 
Victorian paceman James Sutherland. 

Currently. 25 top players are under a contract with ACB. 
McGrath getting the maximum at $ 325.000 and Mike Hussey, 
the other extreme. receiving $95,000. 

[1owever, McGrath and several other top players already 
earn in excess of $700,000 because of the Test and tour pay- 
ments from the Board. The players also get a five per cent 
bonus whenever the Board revenue exceeds $60 million. Last 
year, it reached $80 million with the top players getting an 
extra $20,000. 

If the new pay scheme is agreed upon, and accompanied 


in more than $1 million, by the end of World Cup 2003. 

This will be the highest salary for an Australian cricketer, 
though many players would earn more than that if the spon- 
sorship money is also included. 


SIF IQBAL is no longer the chief coor- 

dinator of the CBFS. The Pakistani. 
obviously peeved at the _ Indian 
Government's decision not to allow the 
national squad to play at ‘non regular’ 
venues, among which Sharjah too was 
included, has quit his job. 

“IT am used to dealing with only crick- 
et and cricket boards. I am not ready to 
deal with people who have nothing to do 
with cricket,” Asif told Dubai-based news- 
papers from London, while ending his 
20-year long tenure with CBES. 

The former Pakistan skipper said in a 
strongly-worded statement, “all these years 
I was handling only the cricket matters for 
the CBFS. I was with them for 20 years 
and managed to deliver my best. Now crick- 
et has been taken out of the hands of cricket 
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by the expected growth in ACB revenue, McGrath might rake g 
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Bester: Spent ~~ Shabbir. now, is attached to Mahindra United but 
Jules always used to delight him because when the 
contest turns close and even, he could rely on this 
young man’s head! 

And now coach Sukhwinder Singh would vouch 
for the value of this Goan after the sensational goal 
he scored, not a header though. to bring India that 
historic home win over UAE in the World Cup quali- 
fier in Bangalore. There is, of course, much to be achieved 
still, including another (away) encounter with UAE 
itself, but a heady start makes the job that bit less 
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JULES ALBERTO 


N Goan football. Jules Alberto (left, in pix) is known 
for his opportunism and telling headers. None oth- 
er than Shabbir Ali, a master header in his times, had 
seen this plus point in this unassuming 25-year-old 
during his coaching days with the Salgaocar Club. 


boards. 

“The internal politics of Indian cricket has pen- 
etrated the Government which has become a tool in 
the hands of certain people. I am shocked at how 
Sharjah could be equated with Singapore or Toronto 
and be labelled a non-regular venue. Everyone knows 
Sharjah has staged the largest number of one-day 
internationals. We have given benefits to hundreds 
of cricketers from all over the world, especially from 
India. Pakistan and Sri Lanka. So the comparison of 
Sharjah with off-shore cricketing venues is not cor- 
rect.” he added. 

In the same breath, Asif said he was pained that 
CBEFS had decided to drop the names of three Indian 
cricketers — Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi. Farookh 
Engineer and Chetan Sharma - from the list of ben- 
eficiaries for the tournament. following India’s decision 
to pull out. “I am sad and embarrassed that their 
names were dropped after they (CBFS) announced 
them as beneficiaries. The CBFS, just because the 


AP 


cumbersome. 

For someone who had come into the national reck- 
oning in 1999, Jules has become a regular member 
since. 

The last big tournament for him was the Sahara 
Cup. which of course India would hasten to forget. 
Compactly built, this 5'10” young man from Carmona 
village is the type who would prefer to merge with the 
proceedings in the midfield rather than be conspicu- 
ous like Bhaichung Bhutia. 

That aspect certainly helps for someone like him. 
who believes in stealthy movements. be at the right 
place at the right time and end an argument when the 
opposition would least expect. Like thal ‘magical’ [lick 
the other day to shock UAE, Jules had sprung such 
surprises several times for his club Salgaocar, with 
which he has been associated since 1997. Surely this 
factor should hold him in good stead when he repre- 
sents the country for which he has already accounted 
for five goals. To be sure there is more to come from 
this genial footballer, who idolises that master crafts- 
man George Beckham. — S. R. Suryanarayan 


Indian team was not cleared by the Government, 
should not have dropped their names as beneficia- 
ries.” 

On the issue of match-fixing. Asif said, “If the 
allegations had anything to do with the Indian 
Government's decision on not sending the team to 
Sharjah, Toronto and Singapore for the next three 
years, then other countries would be quite justified 
in not sending teams to India where the major match- 
fixing episodes involving Hansie Cronje of South Africa 
and Mohammed Azharuddin of India, are alleged to 
have taken place. 

Almost all the bookies mentioned so far in this 
regard have been Indians or are of Indian origin. In 
the age of mobile phones and live telecast. it is ridicu- 
lous to suggest that any one venue is more or less 
vulnerable to this sort of thing.” 

With the Indian Government not clearing the 
national team, Coca-Cola too has pulled out as a spon- 
sor for the tournament. 
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M LETTERS 


Well done, Sourav 

Sir. — Full marks to Sourav 
Ganguly for leading the Indian team 
from the front. Under his able lead- 
ership India won the Test series and 
though the team lost the one-day 
series, it was only very narrowly. 

When the captain himself is 
standing firm it is a terrific morale- 
booster for the side. Even though 
he failed with the bat, he refused to 
be cowed down by the aggressive 
Aussie tactics and gave the Indian 
team the belief it needed. Sourav 
took his decisions very bravely and 
firmly and was not afraid of the con- 
sequences. 

Sunil Gavaskar has very right- 
ly said that Ganguly was prepared 
to stand up for his team and in turn 
it ensured great loyalty from the 
players. 

In Sourav's first year as captain 
he might have made some mistakes 
but he is learning fast and is a man 
with confidence. 

Once again. full credit to Sourav 
even though the Australian players 
and the media used all their tricks 
to demoralise him. 

SHIRISH J. BUCH, 
AHMEDABAD 


Tendulkar is better than 
Viv Richards 

Sir, — The April 14th issue was 
fascinating to read. All the ingre- 
dients needed for a die-hard circket 
fan like me were there. Good. clear 
coverage on Sachin Ten-(thousand)- 
dulkar’s feat, plus a candid chat with 
Kumble. 

I think Tendulkar should be rat- 
ed much above Viv Richards, as a 
one-day player. My apologies to Krish 
Srikkanth for differing with his view, 
(on Page 17 of the April 14 issue), 
considering the fact that today’s 
fielding standards are much high- 
er than that in the 70's and early 
80's. Sachin has the ability to pierce 
any field. 

Steve Waugh is critical of Sourav 
Ganguly's behaviour as a captain. 
Since Ganguly seemed to be regu- 
larly late for the toss, who can blame 
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the Aussie captain? Ganguly, in gen- 
eral, should improve his public 
relations. This inadequacy is visi- 
ble in his speeches. 

Anyway, the just concluded 
India-Australia, (Test and One-day) 
series was really thrilling. Equally 
thrilling was the coverage of the 
tour by The Sportstar. 

VIMAL KUMAR, 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


Sachin’s grand feat 
Sir. - Sachin Tendulkar’s lustre 
has increased after he became the 
first cricketer to score 10,000 runs 
in one-day internationals. His excel- 
lent achievement is bound to inspire 
our budding cricketers. We should 
all pray for his continued success 

in cricket. 

B. N. BOseE, 
KOLKATA 


Can play hockey, but not cricket 

Sir, — This letter is in response 
to the shocking news that the Indian 
cricket team has cancelled its tour 
to Sharjah, Toronto and Singapore, 
just because Pakistan is playing in 
all these tournaments. No one dis- 
putes the fact that Pakistan is aiding 
the terrorist activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir. But, how does this affect 
a cricket tournament hosted by some 
other country? It seems an unrea- 
sonable decision by the BCCI and 
the Sports Ministry, that India 
should not play any cricket tour- 
nament in which Pakistan is also 
figuring. If this rule is followed strict- 
ly India will not be in a position to 
play even in the World Cup. 

It is very strange to note that 
this ‘golden rule’ is not applicable 
to all sports and games, but only to 
cricket. 

Recertly, India won the Prime 
Minister’s Gold Cup hockey tour- 
nament at Dhaka beating traditional 
rival Pakistan in a nail-biting fin- 
ish. Is our national game, hockey. 
not within the jurisdiction of our 
Ministry of Sports? 

SALIL KUMAR, 
‘THALASSERY 


Sad decision 

Sir, — The decision to keep the 
Indian cricket team away from 
Sharjah, Toronto and Singapore is 
ridiculous. It would seem that the 
decision to put a fanatic person as 
Sports Minister was basically wrong. 
With persons who have no knowl- 
edge of sports or sportsmanship at 
the helm of affairs, Indian sports is 
bound to suffer. The BCCI and the 
affected players have already start- 

ed feeling the pinch of it. 
RUEBIN D’XAVIERS, 
RIYADH 


Impressive coverage 

Sir, — [m a regular reader of 
The Sportstar. I wish to convey my 
deep gratitude to your esteemed 
magazine for the impressive cover- 
age of the recent Australian cricket 
team's tour of India. 

I also appreciate your painstak- 
ing efforts in bringing out some 
issues which are indeed worth pre- 
serving. The cover stories made 
interesting reading, while the pho- 
tographs were a treat. Hope you keep 
up the good work. All the best for 
the future. 

ABHIJEET D. MORE, 
N ASHIK 


The umpire’s plight 

Sir, — This is in response to the 
piece Bird's fear for umpires, in the 
Sports Extra Et Cetera column (The 
Sportstar, March 31). Dickie Bird 
was a renowned umpire and had 
officiated in 66 Test matches. Bird 
is right when he says that though 
everyone is in favour of technolo- 
gy taking over, the umpire is the 
best judge regarding leg before the 
wicket decisions as this involves 
angles. 

Bird says, ‘The Umpire is fin- 
ished’. Whether this is right or 
wrong only time will tell. But if this 
happens, cricket is sure to lose its 
charm. Technology will really put 
paid to the emotions and passions 
in the game. 

NIRMALENDU CHAKRABORTY, 
COOCH-BEHAR 


M@ FEATURE 


‘Eric the eel’ dreams of future 


S the young man. sstrolls 

through the narrow streets and 
tiled plazas of his island capital, 
friends and strangers alike call out 
his name or ask him to pose for a 
photograph. 

“Now there are so many girls 
pursuing me, I don't know why.” 
he says. 

At 22, Eric Moussambani isn't 
quite comfortable with his celebri- 
ty status, still not sure what to make 
of the fame he captured in a pro- 
longed instant at the Australian 
Olympics. He didn't win any medals 
and could barely even climb out of 
the pool after his race at the Sydney 
International Aquatic Center. Yet 
he became the unlikeliest of heroes. 

He laughs out loud when he 
watches a videotape of his flailing, 
solo performance in the 100-metre 
freestyle preliminaries, where sheer 


determination and cheers from the 
crowd carried him to the finish line. 

“IT had no idea the Olympic pool 
would be so long, Moussambani 
says witha sheepish grin. “Without 
the crowd, I don't think I would 
have made it.” 

To watch Moussambani’s one- 
man race that day was to witness 
the triumph of dogged determina- 
tion, a victory over cynicism. the 
defeat of extreme odds. 

Moussambani., dubbed “Eric the 
eel” by the world’s media, went to 
the 2000 Summer Games under a 
special programme that allows poor- 
er nations to participate even if their 
athletes don't meet the rigorous 
standards. 

Equatorial Guinea, though lush 
and tropical, is an economic back- 
water wedged between Cameroon 
and Gabon. with its capital, Malabo, 


Eric Moussambani stands on top of the Sydney Harbour 


Bridge. “I had no idea the Olympic pool would be so 
long,” said Moussambani who timed more than twice 
the time of Australian swimming star lan Thorpe in the 
100m freestyle preliminaries of the Sydney Games. 
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on an island in the gulf of Guinea. 
Oil recently was discovered off 
the coast, but little has changed for 
most of the country's 470,000 peo- 
ple, who still eke out their living as 
farmers, fisherman or loggers. 
Though Moussambani swam as 
a child at a beach near Malabo, the 
city where he grew up, he was more 
interested in soccer and basketball. 
But he took up swimming again 
after breaking a hand, and started 
his self-designed training regimen 
only a few months before Sydney. 
At the time. he had finished high 
school and a one-year computer 
programme — more education than 
most receive here in Africa's only 
Spanish-speaking country. He was 
struggling to find something else 
to do. 
When a swimming competition 
was announced to choose the coun- 
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Moussambani is surrounded by the media at the Sydney International Aquatic Center. Moussambani is undeterred by 
his first Olympic attempt and hopes to swim in the 2004 Athens Games. 


try's representatives at Sydney, 
Moussambani signed up and — to 
his surprise — won the men's divi- 
sion. 

lie trained alone at the seven- 
story hotel Ureka. the tallest 
building in Malabo and the place 
that houses one of the country’s 
two pools. At 20 metres, it is less 
than half the length of an Olympic 
pool. Unable to afford the entrance 
fee, Moussambani was allowed to 
practice flor only one hour a week 
—from 6 a.m. to 7 a.m. on Sundays. 

When he arrived in Sydney, he 
said. he found the other swimmers 
aloof and was disappointed that 
none would pose for a snapshot. 
All that changed the day of his race. 

He was scheduled to compete 
in the first heat against two simi- 
larly outclassed swimmers from 
Niger and Tajikistan. But they false 
started or, possibly fearing embar- 
rassment, jumped into the water 
before the buzzer and were dis- 
qualified. 

There Moussambani stood, 
alone on the platform, a white draw- 
string dangling from his blue speedo 
trunks. At the sound of the buzzer, 
he flopped into the pool for the race 
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that would change his life. He made 
it to the halfway point. somehow 
managing a flip turn he learned by 
watching the other swimmers warm 
up. 

As painful as the journey was 
for Moussambani, it was truly scary 
at times for the audience. But with 
every hapless paddle, the support- 
ive cheers grew louder. 

“IT was hurting going out.” 
Moussambani recalled hours after 
the race. “Coming back...” 

With just 1O metres to go, he 
came to a virtual standstill. gasp- 
ing for air. before scrambling to the 
wall. He was timed at 1 minute, 
52.72 seconds — more than twice 
the time of Australian swimming 
star lan Thorpe — but emerged from 
the pool a hero. 

Speedo bestowed upon him a 
Thorpelike swimmer's bodysuit, his 
goggles sold for $2,551 at an Online 
auction for a children’s charity. He 
was offered sponsorship deals, inter- 
viewed by the world’s media and 
introduced to his country’s presi- 
dent. 

Despite the temptation to cash 
in on his celebrity, Moussambani, 
the oldest of five children. is trying 


to be cautious. There are no new 
cars, and he continues to live with 
his mother in a crumbling, two- 
story house in the centre of Malabo. 

He is still with his longtime girl- 
friend. “She is the one who 
encouraged mea lot.” he says. “She 
even accompanied me at 6 a.m. to 
train.” 

He concedes, however. that he 
has indulged in a few luxuries. His 
favourite: a video camera used to 
record for his mom promotional 
trips sponsored by media and com- 
mercial outlets that fly him to 
England, Hungary, Japan, Germany. 

“In one day. everything hap- 
pened for me,” Moussambani says. 
“IT have plans now... I can think 
about the future. Before, I only 
thought in the present.” 

In his travels, he has visited a 
few universities and is considering 
a Career in computers. HE is unde- 
terred by his first Olympic attempt. 
He hopes to swim in the 2004 
Athens Games — though he is still 
looking for a coach. 

“I would like to win a medal,” 
he says. “but also, to show people 
that I can improve my time.” @ 
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(AAucation Access Sustem) - A correspondence course brought to you 


Did you ever think it possible to learn an 
Information Technology course without 
even moving out of the comfort of your 
home? Pinch yourself then, it's 
happening! Pentasoft, the leader in 
hi-end education «and training, brings 


you home PENTA 2a4s¥%. By post, like 
any other correspondence course. 
Unlike other IT courses, PENTA 2aS%Y 


doesn't pinch your wallet. You just pay 
only for what you want to learn. Whether 
you're a beginner or want to hone your 


existing IT skills. And you don't have to 


Now, take IT easy! 


Presenting 
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race crazy with the clock, to catch up with 
your class. Just feel at home, learn IT at 


your own convenience. 


sounds great? Alright sit back, fill up the 
coupon carefully and send it along with a 
DD/M.O. for Rs. 50/- drawn in favour of 
Pentasoft Technologies Limited for the 
PENTA 45% prospectus today to: 


Ms. S.Karthiyayini 


Pentasoft Technologies Ltd. 
Ceebros Chambers, 154 & 155, 
Anna Salai, Saidapet, Chennai. 

Ph: 2201690 - 96. Fax: 2201697. 
E.mail: easy @pentasoftech.com 


P . 860) 
COURSES OFFERED: Internet, Languages, Databases, Multimedia, MS Office and many more. 


COURSE FEE: Ranges from Rs. 500 - Rs. 3,000. ELIGIBILITY: Knowledge of English. io 
LEARN FROM THE LEADER 


www.pentasoftech.com/edutrain 
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"Yes | want to take [T easy! Please send me the PENTA €&S% prospectus by the return mail * ae 


Name: . Age: Qualification: 


Address: 


_ _ _ 


| Student / Occupation: — E-mail: Tel: 


